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PREFACE. 



In the following series of national novels, con- 
nected with the secondary class of prose fiction 
so abounding in Spanish literature, it has been 
the humble endeavour of the translator, npon a 
similar plan with the Italian and the German 
specimens, to convey to the English reader 
some idea of its rise and progress, aa well aa 
of the peculiar manners, customs, and modes of 
thinking at different periods, as exhibited in 
this form of composition. 

In the novel and the drama, Spain is allowed 
to hold a distinguished rank in the literature of 
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modern nations'; in the former, sufficient justice 
. has not been done Ilct ; the wiiteis of other 
countries hare taken their plots, and eren entire 
stories, without acknowledgment Le Saoe, 
ScARRON, and many others, by thus appropriat- 
ing and adapting to the preTailing taste, their 
neighbour's inventions, have given rise to a keen 
controversy upon the subject; one into which I 
should be extremely sorrow to carry the reader, 
even the least way, to partake of its tedionsness, 
its bitterness, and its heaviness. As little will it 
be necessary, in a work of specimens, to examine 
into the nature and extent of the various classes 
and branches of the Spanish novel ; it is enough 
that the Editor has been desirous to render justice 
to some of the earliest and best modeb of the 
language — to bring before the public a version of 
the original productions to wldch both the writers 
and the readers of some of the most attractive 
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and populai novels circulated througliout Europe, 
have been so largely indebted. In this point of 
view, however, it would have been presumption 
in the Editor, after the masterly advocates they 
have recently boa8t«d, to pretend to rescue from 
unmerited n^lect, the names and works, or pay 
a fitting tribute to the inventive powers, of the 
Spanish Novelists. In other counbies, especially 
among the Germans and the French, their just 
claims have been admitted ; in the present in- 
stance, all that the translator can assume, in his 
humbler task, is the merit of having long read, 
and carefully compared, the smaller class of 
novels, such as were conceived best adapted to 
give the English reader a taste for the original, 
as well as for mere popular amusement 

In regard to the selections, no less than to tlie 
biographical materials, and other points, the 
translator feels bound to express here his obliga- 
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tions to bis lamented ftiend, Mr. Mendiuil, 
late FrofeBSor of Spanish Literature in the King's 
College; a geatleman whose eloquence and 
learning, whose enthusiasm for the honour and 
freedom of his country, were equalled only 
by his high worth, and the urbanity of his dis- 
position. 
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DON JUAN MANUEL. 



The Prince Don Joan, son of the In^t D. 
Manuel, Md gruidBon to San Fernando, praaenta 
one of the most dktinffuisbed naraeft in the histori- 
ai and ]it«W7 aoAalB of Spain. Althoi^h his po- 
Htical GomiDet was not free feomi stain, ke redeemed 
kis charactei' for loy^ty and patriotism by his Subse- 
quent adhwence to Castile, and hj the hiq)ortance 
and t^ brimancy of fai» expkiitS' 

hi literafy repatatkin, nem^eless, he is deeerr- 
ing of bektg pheed in the suBoe nffik with hk uncle, 
the kioff, Doa Akmio the Wise^ whose example he 
emulated in the cultivation and patronage of letters. 
He was born about the year 1260 ; his mother was 
Beatrice, daughter of the Duke of Swabia, who was 
also King of the Romans. 

During the reign of Ferdinand IV^ known by the 
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4 DOS JUAN MANUEL. 

romantic title of El Emplazodo, tLe Summoned,* 
Don Manuel rose high in the esteem and confidence 
of that monarch ; but, in liie year 1306, he forfeited 
his master's ftrour, by abandoning the royal cause 
at the moment while he was engaged in the siege of 
Algeairaa agtunst the Moors. They became recon- 
ciled, however, some years afterwards; but on the 
event of the king's death, Don Juan Manuel gave 
tiill scope to his ambitions prefects, aiming at no lesi 
than the authority of Prince Regent during the mi- 
nority of Ferdinand's son, Don Alonzo XI. He was 
the most active in secretly forwarding those pubUc 
commotions which m^ht ^ord him the best pretence 
for assuming the reins of government, which be did 
under the plea of arresting their disastrous progresg. 
From this period Don Juan became involved in 
a series of intrigues and conspiracies, which engaged 
a large portion of bis long and chequered career. 
Nor was be without bis rivals in other branches of 
the royal house of Castile ; a struggle for authority 
took place, which at length, in 1320, ended in die 

* The origin of thii lingular title is thai given b; the united 
leitimony of Spajiish hiitoriiuiB. After condemning to dMth 
tiro noblemen nho had itrongly maintuned theii innocence, the 
king wu addreued by them tt tbd moment of theii execotion 
in theie wonli : — " Ip a month from thii day we summon ihee 
to tippBu befi)re the tribunal of God, to inawei far our deathi." 
Thii prophecy is believed to have been fulfilled on the exact day. 
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appointment of ttree guardiaaa of the prince, — 
asmely, Don Juan, called II Tiierto, Don Felipe, 
imd Don Jiun M&nuel. 

In the year 1325, the prince having attained the 
legal age which entitled him to assnme sovereign 
power, hia governora found themselves suddenlj 
CfJled upon to reaign their functiona, at the general 
Cortes held at Valadolid. Apprehensive of being 
brought to account for the tumults and excesses 
committed under .their joint regency, Don Juan 
Manuel, and Don Joan Tuerto, entered into a coali- 
tion against the young- monarch, and the whole of 
those nobles who should dare to avow the design of 
gammoning them before the tribunal of their. country. 
To confirm their new compact, Don Manuel offered 
the hand of his daughter Constance to Don Tuerto, 
and it ie said that they aolemnized it by the fearfully 
sacrilegious ceremony, as it was considered, of divid- 
ing between them a consecrated wafer (the holy 
Host), over which they solemnly swore to remain 
faithful to each other's interests. 

This contract, however, only remained in ibrce 
until the wily king Alonzo found means to diannite 
(he parties, by tempting the ambition of Don Manuel, 
with hopes of raising his daughter, the aame lady 
Constance, to shase with him the throne of Castile. 

At the same time, the new monarch appointed his 
noble kinsman to the rank of Chief Commander of 
the Mercian frootiere, against the Moors of Granada. 
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While employed in thie importuit commission, Doq 
Manuel added U his war^e renown, hf a Bomber 
of brilliant exploits, crowned at length hy his entrance \ 
into Granada, in 1327, when he overthrew, in a 
pitched battle, the ^eat Moorish prince Ozmin, 
supported by the whole power of the Mnssnlmwis, 
near the river Guadalqniver ; one of the loOBt cele- 
brated victories ever achieved by the Castilian arms- 
It has accordingly been one of the most frequently 
commemorated in the traditionary songs and ballads 
which enridi the poetry of Spain. 

Determined, at all risks, to free himself from his 
other enemy, Don Jnaa El Tuerto, the king sought 
to betray him into his power, under the guise of 
fiiir promises. He gave into the snare, was wrested 
while sitting as a guest at the king's own table, and 
was beheaded in the town of Tore, the whole of his 
possessions being confiscated to the crown. 

Don Juan Manuel was too sagacious not to profit 
by GO practical an example, and retired without 
delay to Chinchilla, a strong position of his own 
domains, The king, taking advantage of this move- 
ment, and having already attained bis views, now 
openly declared agunst him, broke his eng^ement 
with bis daughter Constance, and entered into treaty 
for the Infanta Maria of Portugal. Don Juan Mannel 
upon this, renounced bis allegiance to the crown of 
Castile, and joined the kings of Arragon and Gra- 
nada. This measure gave rise to considerable tumult 
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Mid cooGwioii, knd was soon followed by propoeala of 
p»dfication from the idng. Don Juan wu iiint«d 
to ■ confBTmce, to which he signified his •ssent, 
provided the sdegiurd of « river irera placed betwmn 
the parties ; and «di was to approach from opposite 
sides, and uaaocon^eoied, to the interview. The 
kin; agreed to these conditions, ^id made a point of 
qipearii^ at the place which had been fixed upon, 
bnt Don Juan, still tmable to surmoiiDt his scruples, 
Botwithstandi^ all his precaations, &iled to keep 
his engagttmeat, and the civil fends were renewed 
with greater violence thui before. The recollection 
of the treachery employed «g«inst Jnan El Tnerto 
was sufficient to thwart every plan of the kill's for 
efiecting a reconciliation. Not even a visit made 
him by the king in peraoa at Penafiel— Don Jnan'a 
own seignory — could inspire him with confidence 
sufficient to tnut himself in his royal master's hands. 
At length, however, tbie was effected by the in- 
tercession of Don Juan's mother, and he ultimately 
entered the service, and was restored to the &Toar, 
of bis sovereign. From this period the In&ut Don 
Juan strove to repair, by a ancceseion of great and 
splendid actions, the errors and excesses committed 
in the outset of his ambitioiis career. Subsequently, 
during the space of twenty years, he devoted his 
higii talents to his country, — >distinguished alike for 
wisdom in the cabinet, and conduct in the field. 
Resuming with fre^ ardour his campaigns, victory 
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everywhere followed his Btandard ; sndi uding bim 
tdike with his consHel and with his sword, be never 
forsook the side of bia king;. He was the soul of 
every enterprizet and essentially contribnted to the 
conqnest of the city of AJgesiras, that &monB strong- 
hold of the Moors. He commanded at the grand 
and decisive battle of Salodo, the loss of which by 
tbe jMoors paved the way to the speedy destruction 
of the M^ometan empire in Spain. 

Dnring the whole of tbe same period he became 
still more passionately devoted to letters thaq he 
bad been in early life, giving the whole of bis leisure 
bonrs to their patronajre and cnlttvation. 

Havii^ by encj] actions reeovered the lustre of 
his tamisbed fiuna, and having lived to behold his 
two daughters elevated to tbe rank of qneens of 
Portugal and Castile, he died in the year 1347, and 
was interred in tbe Dominican convent, in the city 
of Penafiel, to which he had bequeathed the variouH 
works he had composed. He leil express commands 
that bis body should be deposited in the same tomb 
with that ot the good Knight Diego Alonzo, his 
li^al and brave standard-bearer, who had feUen at 
his side, nobly defending his cdoors against tbe 
Moors at tbe Bieg:e of Algesiros. For this reason 
the prince bad ordered him to be interred in his 
family vault, where be bad now directed bis own 
remains to follow him. A prince by birth, Don 
Jnan Manuel boasts a like pre-eminence in tbe 
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DON JUAN MANUEL. V 

heroic and literary annalB of his couotry. He was 
nnriralled hj any of his contemporaries ; whether as 
regards the solidity of his judgment, the extent of 
his erudition, or his acquirements and accomptiah- 
menti; to all whieh he united the dignity an«( con- 
sideriltioa of inflnence and wealth. With such qnall- 
ScatiMis, he natnrally exercised a powerfiil sway over 
the literature of bis country. Of all contemporary 
writers, he was the one who best availed himself of 
the capabilities of his native tongite in its then state; 
who cultivated it vrith most success, and essentially 
GODtributed, by bis patronage and his example, to 
enrich and to improve it. His works bear sufficient 
evidence of the pr^^ess that had been made in the 
CastJlian dialect since the age of bis grandlatber, 
Alphonso the Wise, who may be said to have laid its 
firandation. None, however, of these works have yet 
seen the light, except that entitled, " El Conde 
Lucanor," and it is from this I have extracted the 
specimens wliich will be found to commence the 
series of the present work. It was published by 
Ai^t« de Molina, of Seville, himself a literary cha- 
racter and a poet, in the year 1575 ; and a reprint 
of it appeared in 1642, both of which are extremely 
rare in the present day. JSl Conde Lucanor is a 
work of a moral character, composed in the form of 
a dialogue, through the medium of which the reader 
is presented with various curious examples, grace- 
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folly and happily illiutrated by hietorical or &t)tflons 
traits, at the doe« of which (be author ploc^ th« 
moral, conveyed in brief apothefpaa of different metre. 

The interlocutors are the sapposed Count Laca- 
nor and his counsellor Patronio, who introduces 
himself much like those soothsayers of the East, 
who, agreeably to oriental taste aod manners, were 
the companions of great lords, 

In each of the forty-nine examjdea, aad the same 
number of stories (by which thwe are illustrated), 
contained in the work, the author assumes that the 
Count finds hims^ in the case of one driveii to some 
deliberation, and f<xt the most part in some predica- 
ment, so as to be glad to have recourse to the adrice 
of Patronio. Tbe latter, instead of giving any 
direct pinion, brings fHward some real example 
adapted to the case in hand, and the solution ci 
which is to be found in the moral. By this simple 
method there is conveyed through the entire uaT' 
rative, a series of wise and excellent maxims, with 
histories, as they are tenned, which give a clear 
insight into the hnmau heart, delivered in a style at 
once Bowing, simple, yet dignified and agreeable, 
feom the very iideresting variety of the stories with 
which Patrooio rephes to the questions of the Count, 
whom he undertakes to instruct. 

It is from this work that the celebrated Calderon 
has borrowed the subject of one of hie many dramas. 
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under the exact title of The Conde Lueanor, though 
it must he confessed that, in this inetance, he neither 
e([aal]ed himself nor the model from which he drew. 
Many other works by Don Juan Manoel, are cited 
by Argote de Molina, the editor of the one before 
ns, — such as La Cro^tca de Eipana, lAbro de los 
Sabioi, Lihro del Ca»aJl*ro, lAbro del Escudero, 
Libra del Infante, Lihro de lot Ingenio), with 
several more on a similar plan. 

The whole of these remain boned in the Domi- 
nican convent above stated, nnheeded and nnex- 
plored. It is only in the Cancionero General of 
Hernando del Cat^o that we meet with a few scat- 
terad specimens of Don Jnan's poetry, extracted from 
the book entitled Lof Caniaret} they are by no means 
the least curious of (Jtatvery sing^nlar collection. 

The cMitemparary of Petrarch, and liable to the 
same pecnliarities and the sama bstidioiisnese of 
taste which then prevailed, and threw an air of 
mhtgled subtlety, mystery, and lai^nor over their 
verse, Dim Muiuel did not escape the iaalt of his 
age. It mnst, however, be admitted, that, to the 
impulse given by his examfJe, Spanish poetry owed 
that tone of elevation and sententious gravity, com- 
bined with that dep^ of sentiment and pathos, for 
which those writers and poets who immediately suc- 
ceeded him, in the reign of John II., became so 
highly distin^shed. 
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EL CONDE LUCANOR. 



The Conde Lucanor waa one day convendng vritb 
his counsellor Patronio, in this manner: — " Patronio, 
I have, for a long time past, had an enemy who hath 
wroi^ht me much evil, and whom I hare requited 
in like sort; insomuch, that both by will and by 
works, we stand on very ill terms with each other. 

"Now it hath so happened, that another man, 
much more powerful than either of us, is proceeding 
in a way that makes each of us a&aid that we shall 
greatly sofier in consequence. And, for this reason, 
that enemy of mine hath sent me a ntessag-e, to say 
that it might be well for us to agree together, in 
order to defend ourselves against the other, who 
wishes to do OS some grievous mischief. For if 
united together, it is certain that we shall be able 
to defend ourselves ; and if one of us act apart tiram 
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the other, it is certaia that whomgoeTer of tu the 
powerful man we dread shall wish to destroy, he 
will easily be able to effect his purpose. So when 
one of OS shall have iUlen, it will be still more easy 
for him to destroy the other. And I am now in 
very great doubt and perplexity about this afliir. 
For on the one side I have my fears lest my first 
enemy may be laying a snare for me ; and if once he 
hath me right fast in his power, I do think that my 
poop life would be in much jeopardy. 

" On the«ther band, if we- should conseat to agree, 
I see not how I can refuse to confide in him, nor he 
in me; and this holds me in great fear and uncer* 
taisty. Moreover, I tun sensible that if we should 
not become reconciled, as he hath proposed, we shall 
suffer grievous injury, in the way I have already said. 
Now, owing to the great confidence I have in you, 
and in your judgment, I lutreat you will advise mo 
in what to do as to this aSiur." 

" Senor Conde," replied Patronio, " this is a very 
important and very dangerous matter ; and that you 
may the better understand what it concerns yon here 
to do, I should like you to know what happened in 
Tunis to two cavaliers who lived with the Infant 
Henry." And the Conde enquired how that had 
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"M.y Lard Conde Lucaaor," Bud Patronio,— 
" Two cavalierBt who lived with the InJant J)oa 
Henry, in Tnms, ware very friendly, and always 
dwelt in the some inn together. And these two 
knigbts had each only one horae, and jnst ao mnch 
as their mastera were pleased to be upon pleasant 
terma, did these their two steeds delight to quarrel 
with each other. Now these two cairaliers were 
by no means wealthy, and they could not afford to 
maintain two establishments, and yet they conid 
nerer rMoain in one place owing to the constant 
distnrttwice kicked op by their £ery horses. Thia 
annoyance they endnred for a time, until, no Icmger 
able to bear with it, they related the matter to Dtm 
Henty, requesting that he would be pleased to 
order these ricions animals to be given, as a meat, 
to a lion, then in possession of the King of Tunis. 
Dmi Henry was modi pleased with this proposal, and 
he spoke with the king. And the horses were very 
w^ valued to the cavaliers, and they placed them 
in the yard where the lion was. When they found 
themselves loose in the yard, the horses attacked 
each other in the fiercest manner: and while thus 
engaged, the door of the lion's c^;e was opened. As 
soon as the lion walked forth into the yard, and the 
horses beheld him, they began to tremble very mnch. 
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and by d^rees they drew quite cloee to each other. 
After remiuiiiDg awhile together, both at once ran 
at the lioB, and dealt him such a number of fierce 
kicks and bites, as to campel him to retire into his 
cage whence he had come, without daring to attack 
the two horses, which remained aafe ; and from that 
time for^h the animals became so qtiiet and finendly 
as to eat out of the same mangsf , and abode t<^> 
ther in a very small stable ; and this agreement was 
hroagfat about between them by the great terror 
wkieh the ^peamnce of the lion had produced. 

" And you, my Lord Coade Locanor , if yon have 
heard that your enemy hath such great dread of the 
maain question, and stands in so mnch need of your 
asadstance, as to oblige him to forget your mntoal 
injuries, and if he ouderetaod that he cannot defend - 
toms^ without yon, 1 hold it good, that like the 
hoTMB, who, ^preaching each other by degrees, 
united in the same cause, until they lost all their 
apprehensions; so you should begin gradually to place 
confidence in your fonser enemy." 
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On MiothM- occasion, the Conde Lucan(»- was en- 
gaged in conversing with Patronio, his counsellor, 
in this manner. " Patronio, I have a friend, and he 
and I are both desirons of accompliehing something 
which is for the honoor and advantage of us twain. 
Now I could myself perflwm this matter, and yet I 
do not venture upon dcang it until he shall arrive. 
I therefore ask of you, according to the judgment 
which God hath given you, to give- me yonr opinion 
«i this point." 

" Senor Cmide," said Patronio, "in order that you 
may act in this a&ir as seems to me beat for your 
advantage, it pleaseth me that you should know 
what he{)pened to those of the cathedral church, and 
to the minor Friars at Paris." And the Conde 
inquired how that h^ taken place 2 

THE HISTORY. 

" Snior Conde," said Patronio, " those belonging 
to the church declared, that seeing they were the 
head of the church, they ought first to ring the belL 
for matins. And the friars said, that it was their 
business to study, and to rise betimes to the matins 
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nnd the service, eo as not to lose the hoars of holj- 
stndy ; and that besides they were exempt, and had 
no reason why they should wait for any one. Upon 
this point the discussion became very warm, and 
great at length was the cost of eng^ing advocates 
and carrying on & law-snit for both sides. And long 
did this law-Buit continue in the court of his Holi- 
ness the Pope ; till, ^ler a long period had elapsed, 
there was elected a certain pope, who referred the 
whole case to a certain cardinal, and commanded 
hitn to weigh and decide the matter oo one side or 
the other. So the cardinal ordered all the pro- 
ceedings to be brought before him, which consisted 
of documents so very long and heavy, that every one 
in court started at the sight of them. And after 
the cardinal found he had at length gotten aU the 
drafts and documents before him, he was pleased to 
i4>point another day for pronouncing sentence ; and 
when it came, and he again saw the documents 
before him, he ordered the whole of them to be 
thrown into the fire, and at the same time he spake 
tbns :—" My friends, this law-suit has lasted a very 
long time, and you have put yourselves to a mighty 
deal of trouble and expense. For my part, I do not 
wish to protract this suit ; and I shall at once pro- 
nounce the verdict, that " he who first happens to 
waken shaB first ring the bell I" 

" And you, my Lord Cond» Luramor, I would 
advise, that if the matter be advantageous for yoo. 
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«t>d 70a Bball be able to eSect it, 70U proceed ts do 
it, and that withoot dela^. For many times thijige 
•re left umtecMnpliBhed, and loat, whicli jmghX have 
been earned to a good issoe, onlf became of tlie 
delay; Htd afterwards when a maa wishes it, he 
perhajw caiiBOt do them," And the Conde con- 
aidered that he bad been well advised, and he did 
acGordinj^ly, asd it turned out welL And Don Jnan, 
jndgiog that the exuii|de was good, made the two 
fi>llowing venet, namely ; — 

" If any great good ;oa are able to do. 
Be qnick, nor dehj, lest ihe chaoce riioold eschew." 



CHAP. XXXVII. 



Another time the Conde Lucanor was talking; 
with his connaellor Patronio, and said in this man- 
ner. " Patronio, according to my reckoning, I hare 
a great many friends, who give me to understand, 
that, at the cost of their lives and snbetauce, they 
would not Ml to do every thing to oblige me, and 
would not desert me for any chance that conld befid]. 
And now, according to your good judgment, I in- 
treat that yon will tell me in what manner I shall 
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tost be able to leam whether these friendi wonld do 
fat me w much as they ray they would?" ^ My 
I<ord Conde Lawnor," replied Patmsio, " good 
friends ore the best thing iu tike world; and you 
may well beli«Te, that when • man noet waotB 
them, h« will find fewer than he counted upon ; and 
that) on ^ contrary, wh^ the urgency is not greatt 
it is difficult to prore who would shew himself a 
true friend, were the time of need to arrire. How- 
ereT) that yon may know what a tme iriend is, it 
will give me pleasure to acquaint yoa with what 
happened to a certain good man in regard to one of 
his sons, who said that he had many fiieads." And 
the Conde inquired how that had taken place. 



" My Lord Conde Lucanor,'' said Patronio, " a 
certain good man had a son ; and among other mat- 
tere which he advised, he enjoined him always to 
endeavour to obtain a great number of friends ; and 
the son did as he was told. He began to keep much 
company, and to share his substance among different 
individuals whom he esteemed as his iiriends, and 
ready to do any thing in their power to pleasure 
him ;— nay, ituomuch as to venture their lives and 
substance, if need be, in his behalf. And one day 
this yoang man, conversing with bis father, was 
asked whether be had done aa he had been com- 
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manded, and had yet obt&ined many friendB ? And 
the son replied that he had ; and in particular, that 
among: others, there were ten of whom he was most 
aasured, that never in any difficulty of necessity 
whatever would they be led to desert him. When 
the &ther heard this, he said he was greatly sur- 
prised that biB son had been able in so short a time 
to obtain so many friends ; and such as he, who was 
an old man, had never been fortonate enough to 
possess during his whole life, at all events never . 
counting more than one friend and a h^. Aad the 
son began to argue with him, mfiintfdning that what 
he had said of his friends was only the truth. 

" When the' lather saw that his eon was so eager 
on their behalf, he said that he ought to proceed to 
prove it in the following manner. First, that he 
should kill a pig, and having put it into a sack, 
abotild go with it to the house of one of his friend, 
and when admitted there, tell him secretly, — not 
that it was a pig, but a man whom he had unhappily 
killed. Farther, that if this &ct should be made 
known, it would be quite impossible for him to 
escape with his life ; and that all those who knew of 
it would be likely to share with him in the same 
h.te. That his son should enjoin them, since they 
were his friends, not to reveal the &ct ; and that if 
need be, they should unite with him and defend him. 
And the yonth did this ; going to the house of his 
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"friends, he informed them of the &tal accident that 
had be&Uen him. The^ aU, one after another, de- 
clared, that in all other matters they voold serre 
him to the atmoet, but that on such an occasion, 
which would endanger both their liyeB and property, 
they daxe not assist him ; beseeching him, at the 
same time, for the love of God, not to breathe to a 
dngle .beiiig that he had been at their houses. Some 
of them, indeed, said that they would go to solicit on 
his behalf; and others observed that they would do 
ae much, and, moreover, would not desert him even 
till after hie execution, and that they would- then 
give him honourable interment. 

" And after the youth had thus tried the sincerity 
of all his friendH, without .finding any to receive him, 
he returned to bis &ther, and related what had hap- 
pened. And when the lather saw that it so fell out, 
he said to his son, thot he might now very well see 
how those who had lived long, and seen and expe- 
rienced much in such a matter, knew more than 
their sons. He then added, that he himself had only 
one friend and a half, and that be uiigbt go and try 

" The young man went accordingly to prove what 
his father had meant by half a friend, and he took 
the dead pig along with him. He called at the door 
of his father's half friend, and recounted to him first 
the unlucky adventure which had be&llen him; 
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that he hitd spoken with sU W» friends in rain, «ai 
beseecbed him, by the regard he bore his fiither, to 
Bssidt him now in this his ntter need. 

" AHd when his father's half friend saw this, he ami 
that he had a regard for the &tber, but had no sort 
of love for or acquaintance with the San ; bnt t^at 
for his fittber'a sake, he was willing: to asedst him, 
tuid to C<mcetJ the afhir. tie then took the sack 
with the pig', and carried it into bis orchard, where 
be deposited it ia a. deep farrow, and eorered the 
spot with weeds and vegetables to eonceal it from 
every eye. 

" The youth then returned and acquainted his h- 
tber with what bad occurred in reg^^ to this bis half 
friend. He ne3;t wdered his son, on a certain day, 
wh^ they should all be engaged in cotmcil, t« start 
some qaestion, and discuss it with this same friend . 
very warmly, till at length be should deal him a hard 
blow in the iiice, which, when the opportunity served, 
was accordingly done. But the good man, on being 
smitten, only said, ' By my feith, young mwi, thou 
hast done ill ; yet thou may'st be assured, that nei- 
ther for this or other injury thou can'st do, will I 
reveal what happened in the garden.' The son 
afterwards reported this to bis father, who then told 
him to go to the house of bis other friend, and be 
did so. And again he recounted all that bad hap- 
pened ; and the good friend of bis fether directly 
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said, that he would do all to mtb his Kfe and hJs 
r^ntatioB. And it bj chance ha^wned that a man 
had been killed in that towa, aai none kaetr bj 
whom ; but BeTeial people haring^ noticed the youth 
going along at night with tlw mctc upon hia shonl- 
Ame, thej concluded that ha- was bo other than tha 
morderer. In Hhort, they inftvined of him, aad the 
yontb was taken and iffonoancfld guilty of the 
offeoce ; but hia &ther'H friend all the while exerted 
lumaelf to cempaaa hia escape. And when he saw 
tibat there wae no way 1^ to save him from death, 
he Bud to the Alcalde, that he did not Wi^ to bare 
the sin of killing that yonng man upon his con- 
science, far, in fact, it was not he who had killed the 
man, bst a son of his own, and the oidy tme he had ; 
cmd in this way cHd he sncceed in saTing the life of 
his Jneod's son, by the hard sacrifice of his own. 

" And now, my Lord Count Lucanor, I have told 
yon how friends are to be tried, and I hold that this 
example is good, in order for a man to learn who ore 
his fiiends in this worid, and those whom be ought 
to pnt to the test before he trusts to them in any 
great exigency, so as to ascertain how &r they would 
go along with him in a dangeroaB way. Yon may 
be certain, that if some few be good friends, yet the 
most part are fortune's firiends, and according to 
their shifts and turns will they stick close or abandon 
you. And if yon consider of this in a spiritual sense. 
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every body declares that he has Jriends, but wbeii 
calsmitjr or death approach, they too often find them- 
aelvM ^riran to have recourse to the ministers of 
religion to intercede with God for them, who alone 
can help them, to whom they torn like the son of 
the good man. And such is the great goodness of the 
Saints, in particnlar of the Holy Mary, that they 
cease not to importune the Lord in a potw sinner's 
favour ; and however much the importunity and the 
trouble they bear on his account, they re^e to 
inflict justice on him, just as the half friend of the 
yonng man's father would not inform of him though 
smitten by him in the face. And when the sinner 
finds no means of escape but turning to God, as the 
young man returned to his father, then does God, 
like the &ther and true friend, pitying man, who is 
his creature, act by him as did the good friend, tor 
be even sent his own son Jesus Christ, who died ibr 
us without any &ult, and whose freedom from all 
sin delivered man also from his state of sin, shewing 
thereby that he was the true eon of God, obedient 
and &itlifiil, and fiill of love and mercy in all his 
acts. 

" And now, Seuor Count Lucsnor, consider well 
what kind of friends be the most feithful and the best, 
and for whom ought a man most to exert himself in 
order to obtain their friendship." These reasons gave 
much satis&ction to the Coimt, and- Don Juan being 
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'of opinion that this example was very excellent, 
caused it to be inserted in this bock, and he also 
made these Terses, to the following purport : — which, 
being translated, Were 

Man ne'er tball God to tioe a friend ai he 
Who gave hi* life, msa's race fiom deaUi to free. 



CiaTAIH YDirKO MAS DFOH 

One day the Conde Lucanor, speaking with his 
Ctfoasellor Patronio, said, " Patronio, I hare a serrant 
who informs me that he has it in his power to marrj' 
a very wealthy woman, but who is higher in station 
than himself. It Would, he says, be a very advan- 
tageous match for him, only for one difficulty which 
stands in the way, and it is this. He has it on good 
authority, that this woman is one of the most violent 
and wilful creatures in the world ; and now I ask for 
your counsel, whether I ought to direct him to many 
this woman, knowiag what her character is, or advise 
him to give up the match?" "My Lord Conde 
Lucanor," said Patronio, " if your man hath any re- 
semblance to tlie son of a certain good man, who was 
a Moor, I advise him to marry at all venture, but if 
be be not like Vim, I think he had better desist." 

vol. r. c 
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And the Conde ib«a enquired how that afiiiir hsd 
been. 

THE HISTORT. 

Patronio swd, that " in a certain town there lived 
a noble Moor, who had one son, the best yoong man 
ever known perhaps in the world. He was not, 
however, wealthy enough to enable him to accom- . 
plieh half the many laudable objects which his heart 
prompted him to undertake, and for this reason he 
was in gjeat perplexity, having the will and not the 
power to perform It. 

"Now in that same town there dwelt another 
Moor, far more honoured and rich than the yonth's 
fether ; and he, too, had an only daughter, who 
ofTered a strange contrast to this excellent young 
man ; her manners being aa violent and bad as his 
were good and pleasing, insomuch that no man liked 
to think of an union with snch an infuriate shrew. 

" Now that good youth one day came to his fiither 
and said, ' Father, I am well assured that you are 
not rich enough to support me according to what I 
conceive becoming and honourable. It will, there- 
fore, be incumbent upon me to lead a mean and 
indolent life, or to quit the country ; so that if it 
seem good unto you, I should prefer for the best to 
form some marriage alliance by which I may be en- 
abled to open myself a way to higher things.' And 
the ficther replied, that it would please him well if. 
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his Bon should be enabled to many according to his 
wishes. He then said to his father, that if be thong^ht 
he should be able to manage it, he should be happy to 
hare the only daughter of the good man given him in 
marriage. Hearing thisi the &ther was mnch sur- 
prised, and answered, that as be understood the 
matter, there was not a single man whom he knew, 
how poor soever he might be, who would consent to 
marry such a vixen. And his son replied, that be asked 
it as a particular Javour that be would bring about 
this marriage; and BO farin8isted,that,however strange 
be thought the request, bis latber gave his consent. 

" In consequence of this, he went directly to seek 
the good man, with whom he was on the most 
friendly terms, and having acquainted him with all 
that bad passed, begged that he would be pleased to 
bestow his daughter's hand npon his son, who had 
courage enough to marry her. Now, when the good 
man heard this proposal ii*om the lips of his best 
friend, he said to him : — ' Good God, my friend. If I 
were to do any such thing, I should serve you a very 
bad turn ; for you possess an excellent son, and it 
would be a great piece of treachery on my part, if I 
were to consent to make him so unfortunate, and 
become accessory to bis death by marrying such a 
woman. Nay, 1 may say worse than death, for better 
would it be for him to be dead than to be married to 
my daughter 1 and you must not think that 1 say thus 
c2 
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much to oppose yonr wishes ; for as to that matter, I 
should be well pleased to give her to yonr son, or 
to anybody's son, who would be foolish enough to rid 
my house of her.' To this his friend replied, th»t 
he felt very sensibly the kind motires which led 
to speak thus ; and yet entreated that, as hie gdii 
seemed so bent upon the match, he would be pleased 
to give the lady in marriage. He agreed, and accord- 
ingly the ceremony took place. The bride was 
brought to her husband's house, and it being a custom 
with the Moors to give the betrothed a supper, and 
to set out the feast for them, and then to take leave 
and return to rtsit them on the ensuing day, the 
ceremony was performed accordingly. Howerer, the 
&ther8 and mothere, and all the relations of the 
bride and brid^room went away with many misgiv* 
ingfi, fearing that when they returned the ensuing 
day, they should either, find the young man dead, or 
in some very bad plight indeed. So it came to pass, 
that as soon as the young people were left alone, they 
seated themselves at the table, and before the dreaded 
bride had time to open her lips, the bridegroom, 
looking behind him, saw stationed there his &vourite 
mastiff dog, and he said to him somewhat sharply : — ■ 
' Mr. Mastiff, bring ua some water for our hands ;* 
and the dog stood still, and did not do it. His 
mastertben repeated the order more fiercely, but the 
dog stood still as before. His master then leaped np 
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-tn a greftt pasaioa from the table, and, seizing hia 
sword, ran townrds tha mastiff, who, seeing him com* 
ing, ran away, leaping over the chairs and tables, and 
fire-place, trying every place to make his escape, with 
the bridegroom hard iu pursmt of him. At length, 
reaching the dog, he smote off his bead with his 
sword ; he then hewed off his legs, and cut up all his 
body, until the whole place was covered with blood. 
He then resumed his place at table, all covered aa he 
was with gore ; and soon casting his eyes around, he 
heheld a lap-dog, and commanded him to bring him 
water for his hands, and because he was not obeyed, 
he said : < How, faise traitor I see yon not the &te of 
the mastiff, because he would not do as I commanded 
him P 1 row that if yon offer to contend one moment 
with me, I will treat thee to the same fate as I did 
the mastiff. And when he found it was not done, 
he arose, seised him by the legs, and dashing him 
against the waU, actually beat his bruns out ; show- 
ing even more rage than against the poor mastiff. 
- .Then, in a great passion, he returned to the table, 
and cast his eyes about on all sides, while his bride, 
fearful that he had taken leave of his senses, ventured 
not to utter a word. At length he fixed his eyes upon 
his horse, that was standing before the door, though 
he had only that one belonging to him ; and he com- 
manded him to bring him water, which the horse 
did not do. ' How now, Mr. Horse,' cried the 
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hnsbuid, ' io you imagine becaoae I have only yon, 
that I shall enfTer yon to live, and not do as I com- 
mand yon ? No I I will inflict as hard a death upon 
joa as upon the others ; yea, there is no liTing thing 
I have in the world, which I will spare, if I am not 
to be obeyed I' But the horse stood where he was, 
and the master, approaching with the greatest rage, 
smote off his head, and cut him in pieces, in the same 
way, with his sword. Well! And when his wife 
saw that he had actually killed his horse, haying no 
other, and now heard him declare that he would do 
the same to any creature that ventured to disobey 
him, she found that he had by no means done it by 
way of jest, and took such an alarm, that she hardly 
knew whether she were dead or alive. Then, all 
covered with gore as he was, he again seated himself 
at tahle, swearing that though he had a thousand 
horses, or wives, or servants, if they refused to do 
his behest he would not scruple to kill them all ; 
and he once more began to look around him, with 
his sword in his hand. And af^er he had looked well 
ronnd him, and found no other living thing near him, 
hetnmed his eyes fiercely upon his wife, and said in a 
great passion, ' Get up, and bring me Gome water to 
wash my hands ;' and his wiie, expecting nothing 
less than to be cut to pieces, rose in a great hurry, 
and giving him water for his hands, said to him, — 
■Ah, how I ought to return thanks to God, who in.- 



.■i>, Google 



EL COHDE LUCAMOR. 31 

tpired yon with the thought of doiiif ts yon have jiut 
done I for, otherwise, owing^ to the wrong treatment 
6f my foolish friends, I shonld have behayed in the 
ettme way to yoa as I did to them.' 

" After thin he commanded her to help him to 
something to eat, and this in such a tone, tliat she 
felt as if her head were on the point of dropping off 
upon the floor ; go that there was a. perfect under- 
standuig settled between them during that night ; 
asd she never spoke, but only did every thingwhich 
fie required her to do. After they had reposed soma 
time, the husband said,—* The passion I have been 
put into this night has hindered me from sleepln^f : 
get yon np, and sea that nobody comes to disturb 
mej and ju^pare me something well cooked to eat I' 

"When it camefiill day, and the Others, mothers, 
and other relatives arrived at the door, they all 
bstened ; and hearing no one speak, at first concluded 
that the unfortunate man was either dead or mor- 
tally wounded by his ferocious bride. In this they 
were the more confirmed, when they saw her stand- 
ing at the door and the bridegroom not there. But 
when the lady saw them advancing, she stepped 
gently on tip-toe towards them, and whispered, 
< False friends, as you are, bow dared you to come np 
to the door in that way, or even to breathe a word? 
Be ulent, as you value your hves or mine ; — hist, 
and awake him not.' 
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" Now' wheD they were all made acqltainted' with 
what she said, they greatly tnaryeUed at it; but 
when they learnt all that had passed dnring the 
night, their wonder was changed into admiration of 
the young man, for haviDg so well known bow to 
manage what concerned him, and to maintain order 
in hia house. From that day forth, so excellently 
was his wife governed, and so well conditioned in 
every respect, that they led a very pleasant sort of 
life together. Such indeed was the good example 
set by the son-in-laWi that a few days afterwards, the 
fatber-in-law, desirous of the same happy change in 
hig household, also killed a horse; bnt his wife only 
obserred to him, * By my faith, Don Foolano, you 
baTe thought of this plan somewhat too late in the 
day; we are now too well acquainted with each 
other.' 

" And yon, my Lord Conde Lucanor, if that 
servant of yours wish to marry such a woman, and 
hath as great a heart as this youth, in God's name^ 
advise him to take her, for he wilt surely know bow 
to manage in his house. Bnt should he be of another 
kidney, and not so well know what is most befittingf 
then let him forego it, or run a bad chance. And I 
do further advise you, with whatever manner of men 
you have to do, you always give them well to under- 
stand on. what footing they are to stand with you." 
And tlie Conde held this for a good example; mad^ 
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it as it ist md it was esteemed good. Also, because 
Don Jima found it a good example, he ordered it to 
be written in tbis book, and made these verseS) which 
follow it : — 

If AX first you don't sb^w yoar^lf just what jou are. 
When yau ^terwarda wish it, your fortuue 'twill mai. 



CHAP. XLVIII. 



. Oh another occasion, Count Lncanor, talking to 
his coonGeUor Patroliio, said in this manner : — " Pa- 
tronio I I, and a number of other people, being 
engaged in conTersiDg together, the question was 
asked, in what way could a bad man contrive to do 
most mischief in the world, not only to one, but 
to every body ? To which some replied, that it 
could hut be done by turning rebel and traitor,— 
others, by a man becoming a constant evil doer, — and 
a third part, by his evil speaking, and robbing men,' 
not merely of their property, but of their good name. 
Now, as a man of understanding, I ask of you to 
inform me as to which of these evil courses would 
most likely produce greater, mischief to other people." 
" Senor Conde," replied Patronio, " in order to shew 
yon thus much, I would that you were informed of 
C3 
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that whicb happened to the Devil with regitrd to a 
strange, wicked woman of these parts." The Count 
hen enquired how that migrht have come to pass? 

THE HISTORY. 

" Senor Conde," eaid Patrpnio, " in a certain 
village there lived a very good kind of man, who had 
a wife ; and these two were for the once so well 
assorted, that never had there arisen between them 
the least difference. But as you know that this same 
Devil ever feels a cruel despite on beholding good 
things, or things going on at all well, he felt no 
little chagrin, and spent much time in trying every 
device he could to put them by the ears together ; — 
yet be could not succeed ; and one day, returning very 
melancholy from their house, alter another, and 
another iailore, he fell in with a wicked strange 
woman. After saluting each other, she enquired 
of the Devil as to what had made him look so sad, 
and he acqu^nted her with the cause,— the length of 
time, and the number of attempts, all directed to 
make discord between this man and woman, and to 
no end ;— for which reason he mig^ht, he said, well 
look serious and unhappy. The strange woman 
expressed her surprise at this ; but told him, if he 
would agree to follow her advice, she would soon put 
him on the right scent, so as to succeed to bis heart's 
wish. To which the Devil made answer, he wonld 
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do every thii^ which she would please to enjoin him 
in that pardcolar, eo he could only see that happy 
man and his wiie &irly embroiled end angry with 
each other, 

" Having a^eed to effect this, the strange woman 
set out towards the place where tljis contented couple 
abode. And by degrees she got acquainted with 
the good wife; and most, by telling her that she 
had once been servant to her mother, for which 
reason she felt bonnd to do for her also every service 
which she had in her power. Lending ear to all 
this, the wife took her into the house, entrusted her 
with all her concerns, as likewise did the husband. 
Well I and after having remained with them some 
time on this confidential footing, she one day came 
with a very long, sad countenance, and thus accosted 
the good wife: — 'It vexes me much to see, my 
daughter, that your husband rejoices himself more in 
the company of other women than in your own ; and 
methinks it might be well so to honour and humour 
him as to lead him to change his mind in this respect, 
lest some evil greater than any other should happen 
to arise therefrom between you.' 

"When the honest creature had beard these words, 
albeit she gave not fall credence to them ; she felt 
uneasy and disturbed. On seeing how unhappy she 
looked, the vile wretch, instead of feeling compas- 
sion, forthwith hastened to the place where she knew 
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her hnsband wonld be sore to pass by, and accosting 
him as he came, she said that she wondered how, 
having BO good a wife, he should have set his affec- 
tions on any other woman, — a feet which had come 
to his wife's ears ; who seeing so bad a return for all 
her serrices, had resolved to listen to the lore of 
another man, who wonld perhaps give her better 
treatment than he had done. She then entreated of 
him not to betray this information to his wife, or she 
herself would else be a dead woman. The poor man 
could hardly believe his own ears when this informa- 
tion reached him ; and though he would not give 
credit to it, nevertheless he felt suspicious and un- 
happy, just as the good wife had done. Leaving him 
thus, the evil creatnre returned to the wife, and said 
to her, with a look of great concern, ' My daughter, 
I know not what misfortune hath happened, but your 
husband seems strangely incensed against you ; and 
that you will soon know, by the manner in which 
evka now he seems to be approaching ns. His looks 
are strangely angry, such as he is not wont to shew.' 
And liaving said these words she left her. The 
husband on entering the house, and finding his part- 
ner looking so strange at him, and so miserable, with 
npne of the comforts they bad been used to eujo^ 
tc^etber, he felt so grieved and shocked that he 
quickly took himself out of the house agtun. 

" It was thus that this felse, strange woman began 
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to redouble her arts, hinting to her, that it would 
be well to Beek out Bome wise man or other, who 
icsew how to cure such evil inclinations of men, as 
had got poseesBion of ber husband's mind. To this 
the unhappy wife consented. The &lBe friend went 
on the search ; and at the end of some days she 
returned, saying that she had at last found such a 
wise man, very learned in his art. He had told her, 
said she, that if the wife would cut off a lock of her 
husband's hair, and pluck out some of bis beard, he 
could mix them together so as to produce a kind of 
spell, which would iiresiBtibly act upon him, and in 
such a manner as to restore him completely to his 
former love and confidence, and perhaps make them 
both lead a happier life tban they bad ever done 
before. For this purpose she had brought the good 
wife a razor, with which, when the hour came when 
her husband should be fast asleep, she might cut off 
his hair, and prepare means for administering the 
charm. To all this the good woman consented, out of 
pure regard for her husband, and the desire she felt 
to do away with the strange, cold, looks, with 
which he had lately regarded her. So, wishing to 
lead the same ijaiet life she had formerly done, she 
took the razor from the hand of that &lse friend, 
while the latter again went to the husband, and 
declared that she had brought him some very unweU 
comenewB — such as she could no longer conceal, out of 
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r^urd to him— BO less indeed than what concerned his 
life, which his wife was prepanng; to take bway by vio- 
lence ; and then to flee with her friend and paramour. 
The manner of doing this wonld be by throwing him 
into a deep elnmber, and then to come secretly upon 
him, and cut off his head with a sharp razor. What 
was the strange horror and affright of the good hus- 
band on hearing these tidings, &be as was the fearful 
wretch that had uttered them. Cautions, and full 
of care, he bent his steps towards his own house, where 
his wife receiyed him with more good will and affec- 
tion than she had latterly shewn, and said to him, 
as be looked ill and wearied, he would do well to 
retire early to rest, and to take a warm drink to com- 
pose him — and which she very earnestly insisted npon 
his doing. The good man no longer^onbted bnt 
that what he had been told by the felse friend was 
true, and to try the truth of it he went, and soon 
feigned himself to be asleep. While in this condi- 
tion, his wife cautiously approached the chamber, 
intending to cut off a lock of his hair and whiskers, 
according to the plan agreed npon with that strange 
wicked woman. 

When the husband saw her with razor in hand 
approach near, open it, and bending over him, pre- 
pare, as he thought, to hut his throat, seizing her 
arm he wrenched the weapon from her grasp, and in 
the madness of the moment, directing it agamst the 
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supposed mordereBa, he nearly separated her head 
from her body. At the terriGc aoise thus occasioaedf 
the &ther and brothers of the wretched wife, who 
lived at hand, being apprised of it, ran wildly to the 
spot ; and seeing their relation all weltering in her 
blood, and never having heard the least evil thing in 
regard to her, they all fell suddenly npon the dis- 
tracted hnsband and slew him. This lost act, coming 
likewise to the knowledge of the poor man's friends 
and relations, they ran in a body, and attacking those 
of the wife, killed and wounded many of them, till 
the qnarrel guning a head on all sides, the larger 
part of the population of the village took it up, and 
were that day slain. Now the whole of this dread- 
ful scene arose merely from the &lse and wicked 
words of that strange woman. But as the just God 
never permits that wicked actions should be wrought 
by men without their paying the penalty due to their 
several crimes, and making them manifest to the 
world, so it became known that this dreadful event 
was wholly owing to the mahce of that wicked 
woman, instigated by the Devil, and upon whom the 
Divine judgment fell heavily ; inasmuch as she was 
put to a shameful and cruel end. 

" And you, my Lord Coiint Lucenor, if you wish 
to learn who among all is theiworst of men, and from 
what cause proceeds the greatest mischief among 
people, it i^from the man who, under the mask of 
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a §;ood Christian and a loTal friend, conceaU evil 
designs, and disseminates lies and &l£ehoodB that 
injure and embroil others. I would therefore counsel 
you to be on yonr guard against men who assume the 
semblance of religion, who are ever intent upon some 
deceitful end ; and for this reason take 70U the ad- 
vice of Scripture, which says, that ' from their fruita 
you shall know them, and their works will speak for 
them;'li>rbeassured there exists not any who can long 
conceal the nature of the works which it is His will 
to perform." The Count agreed in the truth of what 
Patronio said, and made a resolution to do as he was 
advised, praying that God would protect him and all 
Ms friends from erery such a man. Finding, more- 
over, that this example was excellently good, Don 
Juan Manuel caused it to be written in this book, 
and made upon it the verses which are to this pnr- 

■■ If jou would 'scBp« the ialse and Kcrel mare. 
Heed nol Ibe looks ; heed what maa'a works declare t" 
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Don Diego Hurtado de Mkndoza woa bom vt 
the commencement of the sixteenth century, in the 
citj of Gnmada, and not, as erroneoualy asserted by 
some writers, nt Toledo. His &ther, Don Lopez da 
Mendoza, was Count of Montillas, and subsequently 
Marquis de Mondeaear, the same who so highly disi 
tinguished himself in the serrice of Ferdinand and 
Isabella at the surrender of Granada, of which place 
he was made governor, being the first on whom that 
dignity had been conferred since the downfiiU of the 
Moorish empire in Spain. His son, Don Diego, 
received his education at the university of Salamanca, 
where, besides civil and canon law, he studied the 
sciences and the learned languages. 

Having finished his education, he passed into Italy, 
and joined the army of the Emperor Charles the 
Fifth. There, as it is observed by Nicolas Antonio, 
he, like Scipio, devoted himself at onc^ to literature 
and to war ; " inter arma atqne stadia versatua, ant 
corpus periculis, aut anlmum discipliuis exercebat." 
Duririg the ceasatioo of hostilities, he retired in the 
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engaing winter to Rome or Padua, where be reBomed 
the cultiration of letters, and at onc« elevated bis 
imagination and Improved his toate, b^ examining' 
the wonderfnl productions of Italian art. 

The superiority of Mendoza's g;eniuH, combined 
with the solidity of his judgment) and his prompti- 
tude of action, soon attracted towards him the atten- 
tion of his royal master, who conlided to him an 
important embassy to the city of Venice. In the 
same capacity be subsequently went, on several occa- 
sions, to Rome, where be acquitted himself in some 
delicate and arduous affairs with so much skill and 
firmness, as to merit the additional confidence of his 
own court. 

At the &mous Council of Trent, which was not, as 
some writers have sopposed, composed merely of 
bishops and ecctesiastics, met to discuss the doctrine 
and discipline of the chorch, but with the views of a 
politictd congress engaged in carrying the respective 
interests and objects of different states in competition 
with rival diplomatists, requiring the utmost capacity 
and penetration in their several representatives. 
Don Diego equally distinguished himself among . 
the best of his age, — an age when monarchs like 
Charles V., Henry VIII,, and Francis I., swayed 
the sceptres of European power. On one occasion, 
it has been, erroneously we believe, asserted of 
Don Diego, that, being earnestly engaged in dis- 
pntmg some point with the Cardinal de Santa Cmz, 
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he threatened, on the provocation of the moment, to 
throw that prelate into the Adige, if he longer per- 
sisted in requiring: the dissohition of the congress. 
In the year 1547, after the dissolatiou of the coun- 
cil, he returned to Rome from his gvTemorahip of 
Senar, which had been conferred upon him by Charles 
the Fifth, as upon one whose judgment and firmness 
best enabled him to restrain the turbulent disposition 
of its inhabitants. 

At Rome, Mendoza appeared in the conclare of 
cardinals, where he made a Tigorous appeal in support 
of the emperor's views in presence of the whole con- 
sistorial court and the foreign ambMsadors. In 
reply, the Pope informed him that he should hare 
an answer in the same session of the coort ; and this 
was in fact given by Cardinal Pole, who rebuked him 
for the vehemence of his protest, imputing it wholly 
to tlie violent temper of the emperor's plenipoten- 
tiary. The last, however, as vehemently denied that 
he had exceeded his powers, and required instant 
recc^ition of his deputed authority, and the claims 
he had already advanced. The Pope, incensed at the 
Spaniard's temerity, and confiding in his league with 
the French conrt, threatened Don Diego with his 
high displeasure, observing, — " See to it. Sir, that 
while you remain in my house, you do not too tar 
presume." To this the ambassador replied with noble 
sfurit, — " I am a cavalier, my father was one before 
me, and as such it is my duty to fulfil the commands 
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of my royal master, without any fear of your Holi- 
ness, BO long aa I observe dae rererence to the vice- 
gerent of Christ. I am minister to the King of 
Spain, and my residence is wheresoever it may please 
him to order my route ; and here as there, I am, as his 
representative, safe even from yoor Hohness's dis- 
pleasure." After the death of Paul III., Don Dieg^o 
continued to act in the same capacity for his master 
nnder bis successor, JuUub III., who, in a bull dated 
1550, re-estabUshed the Council of Trent. 

The year following, Don Diego was recalled from 
his embassy at Rome, and in 1553, was commis- 
sioned by Charles to prevent the departure of Cardi- 
nal Pole from Rome into England, which be suc- 
ceeded in doing. 

Under Philip II., Don Diego's services were not 
80 highly estimated, and he lived in comparative re- 
tirement, till finally, in the year 1565, he was banished 
from the court on account of having drown his sword' 
in the king's palace in order to defend himself against 
the attack of another knight who sought his life. 
He then withdrew to Granada, where he employed 
himself in his celebrated history of the " War against 
the Moors," which was continued from the year 1568 
down to 1570, — a period when bis brother Don 
Inigo de Mendoza was captun-general of that pro- 
Tiace. Finally, in 1574, he obtained permission to 
return to Madrid, where he died soon after his arrival. 
Literature owes no few obligations to this distin- 



.■ In Google 



HENDOZA. 4? 

§^shed writer; he spared no p&inB to transport 
learned works and mannEcriptfi irora the east, arailiiig 
himself of his influence with the Sultan Solyman, 
and of his knowledge acquired from two excellent 
Greek Bcholara, uamedAmoIdoArtemio, and Nicholas 
So&uio. In the literature of his own country, he 
stands conspicuous among the few extraordinary men 
who reflected lustre upon the age in which they lived. 
A patron of science, inde&tigable in his pursuit of 
liberal studies, — distinguished. alike in the cabinet and 
in the field, — profoundly versed in the philosophy as 
in the langnagea of the ancients, — in geography, his- 
tory, and the belles lettres, he signalized himself 
equally as a poet, an historian, and a moralist , — he 
WBS at once the first statesman and most liberal patron 
of his age. His historical compositions are remark- 
able for their impartiality and correctness, for the 
solidity of their views, and vigorous style and spirit ; 
while his poetry is throughout imbued with a fine 
lyric tone and flow of expression. 

His oration at the Council of Trent ; his Political 
Commentaries ; his Paraphrase of Aristotle, and 
translation of his Treatise on Mechanics ; with an 
acconnt of the great naval Conquest of Funez, and 
battle, and the merit of having first introduced the 
muses of Italy to the admiration of his own country- 
men,— are among his other claims to our favourable 
regard. As a novelist, he ranks among the best of 
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bis cl«es ; having produced his celebrated Lazarillo de 
Tormes at n very early sge, whOe hia History of the 
Moorish Wars Btampe his name with equal reputation 
as an historian. 

These two works exhibit admirable pictures of the 
times in which they were composed. That of Tormee 
is liill of truth and riradty of colourings, with a cer- 
tain freedom aud grace of composition, through tjl 
Trhich there runs a vela of delicate satire, and eome- 
times broader humour, combined with a picturesque 
power and effect, which display the hand of a master. 
Of his History, posterity has already pronounced its 
opinion ; rapid, concise, rigorous, and severe : Taci- 
tus and Sallust were doubtless his models, and emu- 
lated in a manner to acquire for tiim the appellation 
of the Spanish Sallust. Far from being, like most 
works of the same age, a bare recital of &cts, it 
exhibits a lively representation of the minds and cha- 
racters of those he commemorates, and the views by 
which they were actuated. We behold the motives 
of the different actors as they step upon the stage, 
and the conflicting interests with which they come 
in contact, so as to excite our powerful sympathy in 
the tragic events which ensue. He describes the 
enemies of his country in their true colours, not with 
the prejudice and injustice indulged in by other 
writers. If he exposes the errors and defects of the 
Moors, he does not attempt to gloss ov^ the excesses 
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^f the ChristianB : he lieBtowa commendation where 
he feels it te be due ; and in the seme spirit of impar- 
tiality and integrity he denounces the arbitrary mea- 
snres pursued under the goremorship of bis brother. 

By hie clever and ing'enious work of Lazarilla de 
Tormes, Mendoza raised a lasting' monnment to the 
genius of the Castilian language ; and long before the 
appearance oi the great Cerrantes, he bad the merit 
of producing the first model of the novela picoretea, 
peculiar to the literature of Spain. In this he laid 
the groundwork of others in the same class, — tho«e 
of Guzman d'Alferache, El Diablo Cojuelo, and the 
still more &mou8 Gil Bias. In the French ri&ccia- 
mento of Le Sage, that writer can merely lay claim 
to the praise of haring skilfully availed himself of the 
beet traits and incidents in the Lazarillo, and having 
fiirther developed and arranged them in such a man- 
ner as to prove most agreeable to the genius of his 
own age and country. 

Numerous editions of this popnlar work have 
appeared both in and beyond Spain ; and among the 
latter are a few printed Irom the original text) before 
it had been expurgated by the pen of the Inquisition. 
For the present purpose, in the account of the Bull 
givm as one nf our specimens, a copy never yet 
revised has been purposely obtained; for such 9 
specimen would in vain be sought for in the castigated 
editions, for reasons which, on its perusal, may be 

VOL I. a 
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saEdy left to the Englieh reader's penetrstioii. The 
frequent aiid eerioas eDgagements which occupied eo 
much of Mendoza's time and ezertione, both as a 
statesman and a soldier, were most probahlf the cause 
of his never having; produced any other work resem- 
bling the early one of LazariUo de Tonnes, and which 
displayed the same admirable burlesque — acute wit 
and satire, which distinguiBh this lively and enter- 
taining novel ; while the same may be observed of his 
poems, which are chiefly devoted to the gentler sen- 
timent of love or friendship. Doubtless, however, 
satiric humour was his peculiar forte ; for when 
treating even on the gjave subject of his embassy, he 
adopts a tone of delicate satire in one of his epistles 
addressed to Don Lnis Znnissa, as the following 
shows : — 

" Oh I Embaxadoies, puroi majaderoa 
Que si Ids Re;« qaieren en([aBar 
Empieaian por uosotros loa primieroi." 

The splendid reputation acqnired by this great 
character, as a soldier, a diplomatist, and a man of 
letters, call for a far wider sphere of observation than 
we can here attempt to embrace ; but what has been 
done may be sufBcient to furnish the English reader 
with a pretty accurate idea of the high and versatile 
quahties of this ingenious master and inventor of the 
novela picoresca of Spain. 
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. LIFE OF LAZARaLO DE TORMES, 

HIS PORTUHXS AND HIS HISBAPS. 

You mnst know then, in the first placet ^^t my 
name is L^zaro de Tormes, and that I am the son of 
ThomaB Gonzalez and Antonia Feres, natives of 
Tejarea, a village of Salamanca. My eimame waa 
aoqnired by the Bing:ular circumstance of my birth, 
which happened io the river Tonnes, and in the fol- 
lowing manner. My father (to whom God be mer- 
cifiil) was employed to saperintend the operations of 
a water mil] which was worked by the course of the 
above river (a situation that he held above fifleen 
years), and my mother at that time being encienU 
with me, while staying one night at the mill was 
sndiienly siezed with the pains of labour, which ter- 
minating happily, it may with truth be said, that my 
simame, borrowed from, the nver, was not inaptly 
bestowed. 

I had only reached my ninth year, when my unfor- 
tunate &tber was chained with administering certain 
d2 
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copious but injudicious bleedings to the sacks of cut- 
tomers to the mill; a lofrering system which w&t 
Tot«d by them to be neither salutary nor profitable. 
He was forthwith taken into custody; when, not 
being able to deny the indiscreet application of his 
professional ability, he eiq^erienced the usual penalty 
of the law. It is, however, to be hoped that he is now 
reaping' the reward whidi has been feithfully pro- 
mised by the Evangelist to all those who have suf- 
fered persecution for justice sake; for they are 
declared to be in the liigheBt degree fortunate in such 
their tribulations. By this disaster, my poor &ther 
being thrown out of employment, joined an arma- 
ment then preparing against the Moors, in the 
quality of mule-driver to a gentleman; and in tliat 
expedition, like a loyal servant, he, along witli his 
master, finished his life and services together. 

My widowed mother thus bereft of husband and 
of home, determined, in order to acquire a reputa- 
tion, to associate herself with people of character; 
she therefore hired a small place in the city, and 
opened an eating house for the accommodation of the 
students, adding likewise to her gains, by washing 
linen for the servants of his Excellency, the Comen^ 
dador of the order of Magdalena. It was in the exer- 
cise of the duties of this latter branch of industry that 
ihe became acquainted with a groom of the stables, 
a man of colour rather than of character or fortune. 
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'Under the pretence of bnjing egge he would conti- 
nually oome to our house, and at last obtained an inti- 
mate footing therein. At first, in conseqaence of his 
colour and the ronghness of his manners, I was fright- 
ened at him; but when I found that our Hcanty Are 
wae changed by his visits into abundance, for he 
alwajTB brought bread and meat, and in winter wood 
for onr fire, I not only conquered my repugnance, 
but even hailed his approach with pleasure. One 
nnpleasantneBi attended this intimacy, which was that 
my mother presented me with a little brother, very 
pretty, though of a darkish complexion, and whom 
I was obliged to assist in nursing and bringing gp. 

Matters were not carried on bo secretly, however, 
but that some intelligence of Zayde's gallantry reached 
the ears of the Comendador's majordomo, who, on 
enquiry, found a terrible deficiency in the barley, to 
say nothing of currycombs, brashes, and such tike 
moveables, which had been unaccountably lottt ; and 
it was found also, that when nothing better offered 
itself, even the horses were unshod for the sake of the 
iron, and all was unlQckily traced to my mother for 
the support of my Uttle brother. 

One can hardly wonder at a priest or a Mar, the 
one robbing the poor, the other his convent for the 
sake of their &ir and devout believers, when love can 
stimulate a poor slave to do the like. All this was 
fully proved; for when they came to me, like a child 
aa I was, and fearful of the threats of punishment, I 
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discovered to them all I knew of &e matter, eren to 
the very horse-shoeij which my mother had directed 
me to sell to the fitrrier. My poor Attber-iD-law was 
soundly ftogged, uid. his flesh tickled with drops of 
scalding &t ; while my mother was forbidden the 
house of the Comendador, and was commanded, 
nnder the sererest penalties, nerer to receive Zayde 
into her presence again. Not to nuke matters worse, 
my mother fiilflUed the obligation of the sentence, and 
to avoid danger, as well as to escape further scandal; 
she engaged herself to serve the guests at the inn of 
the Solana, where, notwithstandiDg ^e suffered a 
thousand inconveniences, .she managed to rear my 
little brother. As to myself, I went on errands, and 
endeavoured to make myself as useful as possible. 
Ahont this time a blind man came to lodge at the 
house, and thinking that I should do very well to 
lead him about, asked my mother to part with me 
for that purpose. My mother recommended me 
strongly, stating that I was the son of an excellent 
man who died in battle against the enemies of our 
faith, and " I trust in God," added she, " that he will 
never make a worse man than was his lather." She 
confided me to his care as an orphan boy, and Un- 
treated him to use me with kindness. The old maa 
promised to receive me, not as a servant, but as a 
son ; and thus I commenced service with my new 
though blind and aged master. We remained in 
Salamanca some few days, but my masttf finding hia 
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gains in that city to be very inconsiderable, deter- 
mined to seek greater profits elsewhere. When we 
were ready to depart, I went to take leave of my 
mother, who, with ui abundance of tears, from which 
I, too, could not refrain, gave me her blessing, and 
said, " My son, this may probably be the last time I 
shall ever see you ; endeavour then for my sake to 
be good, and may the Almighty assist you. I have 
reared you from childhood, and now provide you 
with a kind master ; look to yourself for the future, 
and forewell." I then went to rejoin, my master, 
who was wailing for me at a short distance. 

We left Salamanca, and having arrived at the 
bridge, my mBst«r directed my attention to an 
animal carved in stone in the form of a bull, and 
desired me to take him near it. When I had placed 
him close to it, he said, " Lazaro, if you put your ear 
close to this bull, you will hear an extraordinary 
noise within." In the simplicity of my heart, be- 
lieving it to be as he said, I put my ear to the stone, 
when the old man gave my head such a violent thump 
against it, that I was almost bereft of sense, and for 
three days after I did not lose the pain I suffered 
from the blow. My old master laughed heartily at 
the joke : " Yea rt^e," said he, " you ought to know 
Uiat a blind man's boy should have more cunning 
than the very devil himself." 
. It seemed to me as though that moment had 
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■wakened ine from the eimplicity of childhood, and I 
Bsid to mjBelf^ " The old man eaya tnilj. I am now 
alone, and if I do not keep a sharp look out for my* 
self, I shall find none to assist me." We commenced 
our journey, and in a very few days I began to reap 
the benefit of my master's instruction. As he found 
me ah apt scholar, he was much pleased, and would 
say, " I have no silver or gold to give you; but, what 
is &r better, I can impart to you the resnlt of my 
experience, which will always enable you to live; 
for though God has created me blind, yet he has 
endowed me with faculties which hare served me well 
in the coarse of my life." And I verily believe that, 
since God created the world, he never formed a 
human being with intellects more acute than those of 
my blind old master. He was as keen as an eagle in his 
own calling. He knewupwardsofahundred prayers 
by heart. His tone of voice was pleasing, and though 
low, was distinct enough to be heard all over the 
church where he usually recited them. His counte- 
nance was hnmble and devout; and his deportment, 
when he recited his prayers, was free from affec- 
tation and distortion of visage, which so many are 
apt to practise. ~ 

Besides this, he had a thousand other ways c^ 
making money. He could repeat prayers which were 
available for all occasions ; for women who had no 
children ; for those who had expectancy ; for those 
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likewise who were nohappiljr msrried, and eongbt to 
increase the affection of their husbands. He conld 
also prognosticate troly to ladies whether the re- 
sult of their travail wonld be a boy or a girl ; and 
with respect to the medicinal art, be would tell joa 
that Galea himself was an ignoramus compared with 
himself. Indeed, be acted as though be really thought 
so ; for no one ever came to consult him, that he did 
not say without the slightest hesitation, " Take thisi 
do that ;" and in snch a manner, that he bad all the 
world aflier him, especially the women, who had the 
utmost confidence in every thing he told them. B^ 
these means his profits were very considerable. He 
gained more iu one month than a hundred other 
blind men would in a year. 

With all this, however, I am sorry to say that I 
nerer met with so avaricious and so wicked an old 
cnrmndgeon ; he allowed me almost to die daily 
of hunger, without troubling himself about my ne- 
cessities ; and, to say the truth, if I had not helped 
myself by means of a ready wit and nimble fingers, I 
should have closed my account from aheer etarvationj. 

Notwithstanding all my master's astuteness and 
canning, I contrived so to outwit faim, that generally 
the best half came to my share. Bat to accomplish 
this, I was obliged to tax my powers of invention to 
the uttermost. Of this I will recount a few specimens, 
although perhaps they may not tell much to my 
D 3 



.■In Google 



58 MENDOZA. 

credit. The old man waa acdutomed to carry his 
bread, meat, and other things, in a sort of linen knap- 
Back, which wM closed at the mooith with an iron ring, 
and aecnred also by a padlock ; but in Etdding to hia 
store, or taking from it, he used such Tigilance, that 
it was almost an impossibility to cheat him of a single 
morsel. However, when he had given me m^ pit- 
tance, which I found no difficulty in dispatching at 
about two monthfiila, and closed his budget, thinking 
himself perfectly secure from depredation, I began 
my tactice, and by means of a small rent, which I 
slyly effected in one of the seams of the bag, I used 
to help myself to the choicest pieces of meat, bacon, 
and sausage, taking care to close the seam according 
as opportunity occurred. But in addition to this, all 
that I could collect t<^ether, either by fraud or other- 
wise, I carried about me in half &rthingB ; so that 
when the old man was sent for to pray, and they gave 
him &rthings, (all which passed through my hands, 
he being blind,) I contrived to slip them into my 
month, by which process so quick an alteration was 
effected, that when they reached his hand they were 
invariably reduced to half the original value. 

The cunning old fellow, however, suspected me, 
for he used to say, " How the deuce is this ? ever 
since you have been with me they give me nothing 
but half-&rthjngs ; whereas before, it was not an un- 
Qsnal thing to be paid with hal^>ence, but never less 
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than &rthings. I must be Bharp with i/ou, I find." 
Whenever wa ate, the old man took care to keep a 
small jar of wiae near him, which was reserved fur 
his own espacid service ; bat I verj soon adopted the 
practice of bestowing on this &Toimte jar Bundrjr 
loving though stolen embraces. Sach pleasures were 
but short-lired, for tha fervency of my attachment was 
soon discovered in the deficiency of the wine ; and 
the di man afterwards to secure his dranght, never 
let the jar go without tying it to him by the handle. 
But I was a match for him even there; for I pro- 
cured a large straw, and dipping it into the mouth of 
the jar, renewed my intimacy with such effect, that 
bnt a small share was his who came after me. The 
old traitor was not long in finding me out ; I think 
he must have heard me drink, for he quickly 
changed his plan, and placed the jar between his 
knees, keeping the month closed with his hand, and 
in this manner considered himself secure irom my 
depredations. 

Being thus deprived of my customary allowance 
from the jar, I was ready to die with looging ; and 
finding my plan of the straw no longer available, 
I took an opportunity of boring a very small hole in 
the bottom of the jar, which I closed very dehcately 
with wax. At dinner-time, when the poor old man 
•at over the fire, with the jar between his knees, the 
heat, slight as it was, melted the little piece of wax 
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with wkich I closed the hole) and I, feigning' to be 
cold, drew close to the fire, and placed my month 
under the little fountain in Boch a. manner, that 
the whole contents of the jar came to my share. 
When the old boy had finished his meal, and thooght 
to regale himself with his draught of wine, the deuce 
a drop did he find, which so enraged and surprised 
him, that he thooght the devil himself had been at 
work ; nor could he conceive how it could be< " Now 
uncle," said I, " don't say that I drank your wine, 
seeing that you have had yonr hand on it the whole 
time." But he was not satisfied with my declaration 
of innocence, bo turning and twisting the jar about 
in every direction, he at last discovered the hole, 
which at once let hiiu into the secret of my inge- 
nious contrivance. He concealed his discovery so 
well, tbat I had not the Elightest suspicion that my 
rvM was detected; so the next day, having prepared 
my jar as before, little foreseeing the consequences, 
nor dreaming of the wicked thoughts which were 
passing in the old man's mind, I placed myself under 
the jar, which presently began to distil its delicious 
contents, my fiwe turned towards heaven, and my 
eyes partly closed, the better to enjoy the delighttul 
draught. The evil-minded old man, judging this to 
be the time to take his vengeance, raised with both 
hands the sweet, though alas, to me, bitter jar, and let 
it fall directly on my mouth, adding to its weight by 
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givttig all the impetue in his power. The poor nn- 
happj Lazaro, who little reckoned on such a diwster, 
bat had quietly reaigned himself to the delicions 
enjoyment of the moment, verily believed in the 
crash which ancceeded, that the heavens with all 
they contained had fallea opon him. The blow was 
so tremendous that my Bensea fkirly left me, and the 
jar breaking, cut my face in many places, several 
pieces remaining- in the wounds, besides breaking 
nearly all my teeth, the loas of which I feel to this 
yery day. 

Brom tbat honr I bore an inveterate gmdgs 
•gainat my old rogue of a master, for though he 
attended to me, and cured me of my wounds, I could 
plainly aee that he enjoyed my cruel chastiaement. 
He washed the wounds with wine which the broken 
jar had made in my face ; and would say smiling, 
" Lazaro, my boy, what is that which makes you 
ill, cures you, and gives you strength ? " with other 
little wittioiams, which he would repeat, not by any 
means to my taste. 

When I was nearly cured of my wounds and 
braises, considering that by a few more such plea- 
santries the old man would effectually get rid of me, 
I began to think how I might in the beat manner get 
rid of him ; however, I resolved to wait until an 
<^portanity should offer of effecting my purpose 
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with safety to myself and mare to my satis&ction 
with regard to the past proceedings of my master. 

Altiioogh I mig^t in time hare, pardoaed the ju* 
adventure, yet the continual ill treatment to which 
I was henceforward subjected, kept alive the vindic- 
tive feeling which it originally occosioiied ; for now, 
upon the slightest occasion, and even without canse, 
he would beat and flog me without any mercy, if 
any humane person interfered, he immediately re- 
counted the history of the jar, pre&iung it with 
some such expression as, " Don't believe the yonng 
rogue is quite so innocent as l)e looks ; just listen, 
and then say whether the devil himself would ever 
have had the cunning to do the like." Those who 
listened would reply, '■ Who could hare thought that 
so mnch wickedness could be packed in such a small 
compass ?" and they would laugh heartily at my ex- 
ploit, and say, " Thrash him well, good man ; thrash 
him well ; he deserves it ricbly I" With such en- 
conmging advice he persevered to the very letter, 
and I can say to my cost, that in his leisure hours 
be did little else ; in return I t«ok him over the 
worst roads I could find, and led him wherever 
there was the slightest chance of his hurting him- 
self. If stones were near, over the very sharpest ; 
if mud, through the deepest ; and although this mode 
of travelling was not the pleasontest, yet if I incon- 
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TGnienced myseli; I annoyed the ol4 man BtiU more) 
which was all I desired to do. It ie tme that my 
head and shoulders were subjected in coiueqnence 
to the BDgry visitations of his staff j and though I 
continaaUy assured him that his uneasy travelling 
was not the result of my ill will, but for want of 
better roads, yet the old traitor had too much cun- 
ning to believe a word I said. 

. That I may not be tiresome, I sh&ll omit many 
curions anecdotes of this my first service, and will 
only relate the following, and then say how I at last 
took my leave of my blind master. We were in 
Escalona, a place belonging to the Duke of that 
name, when one day he gave me a piece of a large 
sausage to cook. While the sausage was in the 
roaster before the fire, he regaled himself with the 
dripping ; aod then takiog oat his purse, gave me a 
halQ>enny to fetch him some wine. I'don't know how 
it was, unless the devil placed the means before my 
eyes, but I was tempted to play the thief; for on 
lookixg nrand I saw a turnip, not unlike the shape 
of the sausage, which had been thrown away as unfit 
for use. There was nobody near us, and I, with a 
raging appetite, still forther stimulated by the 
savoury smell of the sausage, which I knew full 
well was ail the old man intended for my share, 
without a thought for the consequences, snatched 
the sausage from the roaster while the old man was 
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ihmblin^ ibr his moncif , and ita a twinkling; supplied 
its place with the turnip. 

Ab I started for the wine, mj master began to 
blow Qp the fire, thinking' the more speedily to cook, 
what his miserable parsimony, and my ui^nt appe- 
tite, h&d caused to vanish. On my road for the wine, 
I was not long in dispatching the sausage ; and when 
I retnmed, I fonnd the miserable old sinner with the 
turnip stuck between two slices of bread, preparing, 
as he thought, to make a most delicious repast. As 
he bit through the bread, however, thinking to take 
part of the sausage, his teeth encountered the cold 
hard turnip, when the truth flashing on his mind, 
he exclaimed in an altered tune, " Lazarillo, how is 
this? " Mercy on me," said I, do yon suspect me? 
Have I not this instant returned with your wine? 
Somebody has been here and played this trick apon 
you." " No, no," said he, " my hand has been on 
the roaster all the time, that is impossible." I 
turned to swear and forswear myself as being inno- 
cent of this fraud, but little did the old man credit 
me. He aro^e, and seiKing me by the head, as he 
possessed as keen a scent as a spaniel, determined to 
satisfy himself of the truth ; so opening my month 
■ by main force, he thrust therein his ugly nose, 
which was long and pointed, and at that time had 
increased considerably in length from spite and anger. 
With this, and the excessive fear which came ov^ 
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me, added to the Ehortness of time allowed for mj 
stomsch to settle, and more than all, the tickUng 
of that immenBe proboscis, so unpleasant a feeling 
began to manifest itself, that hardly had the old man 
withdrawn his tnmk, then the whole contents of my 
stomach followed, and with such force a« entirely to 
cover his &ce. Had he not been blind befi>re, his 
eyesight could hardly have escaped such an explo- 
sion. Oh I heavens t what were my feelings at that 
unhappy moment I never shall I forget it I Such 
was the rage of that diabolical old man, that had not 
my screams attracted some people, I verily believe I 
should never have escaped with life. 

I escaped from his hands in the beet way I could, 
leaving the few hairs that remained to me in hb 
grasp, my &ce, neck, and throat bearing the marks 
of hu vindictive talons. Lest the bystanders should 
compassionate me, the old man recounted my ex- 
ploits to them, which set them into such a roar of 
laughter, that the place soon became thronged like 
a &ir. And with such humour did the old rogue 
varnish my misdeeds, that,. weeping and wounded as 
I was, I could easily forgive their mirth. 

While this was going on, the remembrance of a 
lingular want of wit and keenness occnrred to me, 
which not only betrayed my incapacity, but a cow- 
ardly and grovelling fear, for which I could not easily 
forgive myself. It was that, when I had the oppor- 
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tDnity, I did not bite off the old fellow's noae, Beeing 
that at one time it was so completely in my power, 
and by that means save myself all the nnpleasantnesa 
I now endured by not being able to turn the laogb 
agftinst my tormentor. 

The innkeeper's wife, and some others who were 
there, now washed my iace and neck with the wine 
I had brought, and this, afforded the old man another 
opportunity for a joke, aayin^, ". Of a truth, this boy 
costs me more wine for one washing of his woniids 
than I drink in two days." And thea he told how 
many times he had scarified me and cured me with 
wine ; " If ever man in the world," he eaii, " is 
fortunate by wine, it will be you." Those who were 
bathing my fiice conld not help laughing at the old 
fellow's humour, thoogb. I was wincing with the 
smart, not only of his jibes but of his blows. This 
prophecy of the <dd man did not turn out bise; and 
oftentimes hare I since thought of him, and what he 
made me suffer, though, in the end I paid him well 
ibr it, little dreaming that .what he then rapped out 
in jest would so turn out. 

Considering the iajuries I had sustained, in addi^ 
tion to the ridicule to which I was continuaUy ex- 
posed, I determined at all hazards to leare the old 
tyrant to his fete, and chose the f<^owing (^portu- 
nity of doing so. The next day we went about the 
town to ask alms ; but as the weather turned oat 
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very wet, we did not stir from beneath the arcadee, 
with which thia place ie provided. As the night 
approached, and the rain had not ceased, the old man 
said, '■ Lazaro, this wet weather is very imwhole- 
some, and as night comes on it will be still more so, 
let as therefore get home in good time." 

On our return we had to pass a small stream of 
water, which with the day's rain had considerably 
increased , I therefore said, " Uncle, the brook is 
very much swollen ; but I see a place a little 
higfaw, where, by ginjog a little jmnp, we may pass 
almost dry shod." " Thou art a good lad,'' said the 
old man ; " I like you for your carefiilness. Take 
me to the nurowest part, for at this time of the 
year to get one's feet wet would be dangerous." De- 
lighted that my plot seemed to succeed eo well, I led 
him from beneath the arcades, and took him directly 
opposite to a pillar, or rather a large stone post, 
which I observed in the square, " Now, Uncle," 
said I, " this is the place where the brook is the nar- 
rowest." The rain was pooring down, and the old 
man was getting very wet ; and whether it was by 
haste he made to aroid it, or, what was more pro- 
bable, Proridence had at that moment beguiled htm 
of his usual cunning, that he might the more readily 
&11 into the snare, and give me my revenge ; so it 
was, that for once he betiered me, and said, " Now 
place me directly opposite the spot, uid then jump 
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to that he coald not misa it, uid leaping myself, I 
took my position immediately behind it, crying ont, 
" Now, master, jump with all your force, and yon 
will clear the water." I had hardly said the words, 
when the poor old rogue jumped np as nimbly as a 
goat, giriDg' all his strength to the leap, and taking 
a step or two backwards by wsy of impetns, which 
lent him snch force, that instead of alig'hting on soft 
gronnd, as he supposed, he gave his poor bald pste- 
such a smash against the pillar, that he fell on the 
pavement without sense or motion. 

" Take that, yon unhappy old thief^" said I, " and 
remember the saassge;" then leaving him to the 
care of the people who began to gather around, I 
took to my heels as swiftly u possible through the 
town gates, and before night reached Torrijos. What 
became of the old man afterwards I don't know, and 
neither did I ever give myself any pains to enquire. 



The next day, not considering myself quite safe 
where I was, I went to a place called Maqneda, where, 
as it were in punishment of my evil deeds, I fell in 
with a certain priest. I accosted him for alms, when 
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he enqoired whether I knew how to assist at mass. 
I answered that I did, which was true, for the old 
man, notwithstanding his ill treatment, tanght me 
mati^ osefhl thingis, — and this was one of them. The. 
priest, therelbre, engaged me on the spot. 

There is an old proTcrb which speaks of getting 
ont of the frying pan into the fire, which was indeed 
my unhappy case in this change of masters. The old 
blind man, selfish as he was, seemed an Alexander 
the Great, in point of monificence, on comparison 
with this pdest, who was, without exception, the 
most niggardly of all miserable derils I have ever 
met with. It seemed as though the meanness of the 
whole world was gathered together in his wretched 
person. It would be hard to say whether he inherited 
this disposition, or whether he had adopted it with 
his cassock and gown. He had a large old chest, 
well secured by a lock, the key of which he always 
carried about him, tied to a part of his clothing. 
When the chuity bread came from the church, he 
would with his own hands deposit it in the chest, and 
then careiuUy turn the key. 

Throughout the whole house there was nothing to 
eat. Even the sight of such things as we see in 
other houses, such as smoked bacon, cheese, or bread, 
would have done my heart good, although 1 might 
have been forbidden to taste them. The only eatable 
-we had was a string of onions, and these were locked 
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np in a garret. Erery fourth d»y I was allowed one ; 
and when I asked for the key to take it, if any one 
chanced to be present, he would make a serions mat- 
ter of it, saying, as he gave me the ke^, " Take it, 
and return ^nickly ; for when you go to that tempt- 
■ ing room, yon never know when to come out of it ;" — 
speaking as though all the sweets of Valencia were 
there, when I declare to you, as I said before, the 
devil a bit of anything was there hut thii spring of 
onions'bung on a nail, and of these he kept such an 
account, that if my unlucky stars had tempted me to 
take more than my allowance, it woold have cost me 
very dear. 

In the end, I should in fiict bare died of hunger, 
with so little feeling did this reverend gentleman 
treat me, although with himself he was rather more 
liberal. Five brtbings* worth of meat was his allow- 
ance £>r dinner and supper. It is true that he divided 
the broth with me ; but my share of the meat I might 
have pat in my eye instead of my mouth, and have 
been none the worse for it : bnt SMUStimes, by good 
luck, I got a. little morsel of bread. In this part of 
the country it is the custom on Sundays to eat sheeps' 
heads, and he sent me for one that was not to come 
to more than three &rtbings. When it was cooked, 
he ate all the tit bits, and never left it while a morsel of 
the meat remaiued ; hot the dry bones he tamed 
over to me, saying, — " There, yon rogue, eat that ; 
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yon ftre in rare Inck; the Pope himself has not 
BUch&re as jon," " Godgire him aa-^oodl" said I 
to myself. 

At the end of the three weeks that I remained 
with him, I arrived at snch an extreme degree of 
exhanstioQ, from sheer hnoger, that it was with diffi- 
enlty I stood on my legs. I saw clearly that I was in 
the direct rood to the graTe, unless God and my own 
wit shonld help me ont of i^ For the dexterooa 
a]^Iication 'of my fingers there was no opportunity 
affm*ded toe, seeing there was nothing to practice on ; 
and if there were, I shonld never have been able to 
have cheated the priest as I did the old man, whom 
God absolve, if by my means it went ill with him 
after hi^ leap. The old man, though cuniiiog, yet 
wanting sight, gave me now and then a chance ; bnt as 
to the priest, never had any one eo keen a sight as he. 

When we were at mass, no money came to the 
plate at the offering that be did not observe ; he had 
one eye on the people and the other on my fingers. 
His eyes danced about the money-box as though they 
were quicksilver. When offerings were given, he 
kept an account, and when it was finished, that 
instant he would take the plate from my hands, and 
put it on the altar. I whs not able to rob him of a 
single maravede in all the time I lived with him, or 
rather all the time I starved with him. I never 
fetched him any wine from the tavern, but the little 
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that was left at church he locked np in his chest, and 
he would make that serve all the week. In order to 
excuse all this coretouGnesa, he said to me, ■' Yon 
see, jay boy, that priests ought to be very abstemious 
in their food. For my part, I think it a great scan> 
dal to indulge in Tionds and wine as many do." But 
th6 curmudgeon lied moat grossly, for at convents or 
at fonerals, when we went to pray, he would eat like 
a wolf, and drink like a mountebank ; and now I 
speak of fimerals — God forgive me, I was never an 
enemy to the human race but at that unhappy 
period of my life, and the reason was solely, that on 
those occasions I obt^ned a meal of victuals. 

Every day did I hope, and even pray, that God 
tvould be pleased to take his own. Whenever we 
were sent for to administer the sacrament to the sick, 
the priest would of course desire all present to join 
in prayer. You may be certain I was not the last 
in these devout exercises, and I prayed with all my 
heart that the Lord would compassionate the afflicted, 
not by restoring him to the vanities of hfe, but by 
relieving him from the sins of this world; and when 
any of these unfortunates recovered — the Lord for- 
give me — in the anguish of my heart I wished him 
a thousand times in perdition ; but if he died, no one 
was more sincere in bis blessings than myself. 

During all the time I was in this service, which 
was nearly six months, only twenty persons paid thti 
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debt of nature, and these) I verily believe that I killed, 
or rather that they died, hy the incessant importu- 
nity of my particular prayers. Such was my extreme 
suffering, as to make me think that the Lord, com- 
passionating ray unhappy and languishing condition, 
vidted some with death to give me life. But for my 
present necessity there was no remedy ; if on the 
days of funerals I liveO well, the return to my old 
allowance of an onion every fourth day seemed 
doubly hard ; so that I may truly say, I took delight 
in nothing but death, and oftentimes I have invoked 
it for myself as well as for others. To me, however, 
it did not arrive, although continually hovering 
ahont me in the ugly shape of&miue and short com- 
mons. I thought many times of leaving my brute of 
a master, bat two refiections disconcerted me ; the 
first was, the doubt whether I could make my way 
by reason of the extreme weakness to which hunger 
had reduced me ; and the second suggested, that my 
first master, having done his best to starve me, 
and my nest having succeeded so &r in the same 
humane object as to bring me to the brink of the 
grave, whether the third might not, by pursuing the 
same course, actually thrust me into it. 

These considerations made me now pause, lest, by 
venturing a step further, it would be my certain fate 
to be a point lower in fortune, and then the world 
might truly say, " Farewell Lazaro." 
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It was during this trying and afflicting time, when, 
Beeing- tbings going from bad to wotbc, without any 
one to adrise with, I was praying with all Christian 
humility, that I might be released from such misery, 
that one day, when my wretched, miserable, cove> 
touB, thief of a master, had gone out, an angel, in the 
likeness of a tinker, knocked at the door — for I rerily 
believe he was directed by Providence to assume that 
habit and employment— and enquired whether I had 
any thing to mend? Suddenly a light flashed upon 
me,' as though imparted by an invisible and unknown 
power: — " Uncle,'' said I, " I have unfortunately lost 
the key of this great chest, and I'm sadly afraid my 
master will beat me ; for God's sake try if you can fit 
it, and I will reward you." The angelic tinker drew 
forth a large bunch of keys, and began to try them, 
while I assisted his endeavours with my feeble 
prayers ; when lo I and behold ! when least I thought 
it, the lid of the chest arose, and I almost &ncied I 
beheld the divine essence therein in the shape of 
loaves of bread. " I have no money," said I to my 
preserver, " but give me the key and help yourself," 
He took some of the whitest and best bread he could 
£nd, and went away well pleased, though not half so 
well as myself. I refrained from taking any for the 
present, lest the deficiency might be noticed i and con- 
tented myself with the hope, that, on seeing so much 
in my power, hanger would hardly dare to approach 
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My wretched master retnmed, aad it pleased God 
that the offering my angel had been pleased to accept, 
remained undiscovered by him. The next day, when 
he went oat, I went to my &rinaceoue paradise, and 
taking a loaf between my hands and teeth, in a 
twinkling it became invisible ; then, not forgetting to 
lock tlie treasure, I capered about the house for joy 
to think that my miserable life was about to change, 
and fitr some days following, I was as happy as a king. 
But it was not predestined for me that such good 
luck should continue long ; on the third day symp- 
toms of my old complunt began to shew themselves, 
for I beheld my murderer in' the act of examining 
onr eheet, turning and counting the loaves over and 
over again. Of course I dissimulated my terror, but 
it was not for want of my prayers and invocations, 
that he was not struck stone-blind like my old mas- 
ter, — but he retained his eyesight. 

After he had been sometime considering and 
counting, he said, "If I were not well assured of 
the security of this chest, I should say that somebody 
had stolen my bread ; but, however, to remove all 
mupidon, from this day I shall count the loaves'; 
there remain now exactly nine and a piece." 

" May nine curses light upon you, you miserable 

beggar," said I to myself — for his words went like 

an arrow to my heart, and hunger already began to 

z3 



p:hy Google 



76 MENDOZA. 

attack me, seeing: & return to my former scanty hte 
now ineritable. 

No sooner did the priest go out, than J opened the 
chest to console myself even with the sight of food, 
and as I gazed on the nice white loaves, a sort of 
adoration arose within me, which the sight of snch 
tempting morsels could alone inspire. I counted 
tbem carefully to see, if, perchance, the curmudgeon 
had mistaken the number ; but, alas ! I found he was 
a much better reckoner than I could have desired. 
The utmost I dared do, was to bestow on these 
objects of my affection a thousand kisses, and, in the 
most dehcate manner possible, to nibble here and 
there a morsel of the crust. With this I passed the 
day, and not quite so jonally as the former, you may 
suppose. 

But as hunger increased, and more so in proportion 
as I had fared better the few days previously, I was 
reduced to the last extremity. Yet, all I could do 
was to open and shut the chest, and contemplate the 
dirine image within. Providence, however, who does 
not neglect mortals in such an extreme crisiS) sug- 
gested to me a shght paUiation of my present dis- 
tress. After some consideration, I said within 
myself " This chest is very large and old, and in 
some parts, though very slightly, is broken. It is 
not impossible to suppose that rats may have made 
an entrance, and gnawed the bread. To take a whole 
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loaf would not be wise, seeing: that it would he miBsed* 
hj ray most liberal master ; but the other pUn he 
shall certainly have the benefit of." Then I begirn 
t-o pick the loaves, on some table cloths which were 
there, not of the most costly sort, taking one loaf and 
leaving another, so that in the end, I made np a. tole- 
rable sapply of crumbs, which I ate like so many 
sugar ^umbB; and with that I in tiome measure con- 
soled myself and contrived to live. 

The priest, when he came home to dinner and 
opened the chest, beheld with dismay the havoc made 
in his store ; but he immediately supposed it to have 
been occasionedbyrats, BO well hadi imitated the style 
of those depredators. He examined the chest nar- 
rowly, and discovered the little holes through which 
the ratH might have entered ; and calling me, he said, 
"La^aro, look what havoc has beeu made in our bread 
during the night." I seeiued very much astonished, 
andaskedwhat it could possiblybe?" "What has done 
it ?" qnotii he, " why rats ; confound 'em, there is no 
keeping any thing from them." I &red well at din- 
ner, and had so reason to repent of the trick I played, 
for he pared off all the places which he supposed the 
rate had nibbled at, and, giving them to me, he said, 
" There, eat that, rats are very clean animals." In 
this manner, adding what I thus gained, to that 
acquired by the labour of my hands, or rather my 
nails, I managed tolerably well, though I little 
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expected it. I was destined to recdre another ahock, 
wh^ I beheld my nuBerable tormentor cBrefiiUy stop* 
pin^ np all the holes in the chest with small pieces 
of wood, which he nailed over them, and which bade 
defiance to further depredations. " Oh Lord 1" I 
cried involnntary, " to what distress and misfbrtnnes 
are we unhi^py mortals reduced; and how short- 
lived are the pleasures of this our transitory exist- 
ence. No sooner did I draw some little rebef from 
the measure which kind fortnne sng^ested, than it is 
snatched away ; and this last act is like closing the 
door of consolation against me, and opening that of 
my misfortunes. 

It was thus I gave vent to my distress, while the 
careful workman, with abundance of wood and nails, 
was finishing his cruel job, saying with great glee, 
" Now, you rascals of rats, we will change sides, if 
you please, for your future reception in this house 
will be right little welcome." 

The moment he left the house, I went to examine 
his work, and found he had not left a single hole 
unstopped by which even a musguito could enter. I 
opened the chest, though without deriving the 
smallest benefit from its contents ; jnj key was now 
utterly useless ; but as I gaied with longing eyes on 
the two or three loaves which my master believed 
to be bitten by the rats, I could not resist the temp- 
tation of nibbling a morsel more, though touching 
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them ia tbe lightest possible manner, like iin expe- 
rienced Ewordsnum in a friendly assault. 

Necessitf is a great master, and being in this 
stnJght, I passed night and day in devising means 
to get out of it. All the rascally plans that could 
enter the mind of man, did bnnger snggest to me ; 
for it is a Haying, and a true one, as I can testify, that 
hunger makes rogues, and abundance, fools. One 
night, when my master slept, of which disposition he 
always gave sonorous testimony, as I was reTolring 
in my mind the best mode of renewing my intimacy 
with the contents of the chest, a thought struck 
me, which I forthwith put in execution. I arose 
very qnietly, and taking an old knife, which, having 
seme little glimmering of the same idea the day pre- 
rions, I had left for an occasion of this nature, I 
repaired to the chest, and at the part which I con- 
sidered least guarded, I began to bore a hole. The 
antiquity of the chest seconded my endeavours, for 
tbe wood had become rotten from age, and easily 
yielded to the knife, so that in a short time I man- 
aged to display a hole of very respectable dimensions, 
I then opened the chest very gently, and taking out 
the bread, I treated it much in the same manner as 
heretofore, and then returned safo to my mattress. 

The next day my worthy master soon spied my 
handy-work, as well as the deficiem;y in his bread — 
and began by wishing the rats at the devil. " What 
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can it m^an?" aoid be ; " dnrin^ all the time I hsre 
been bere, there have never been rats in the bouse 
before." And be mig^bt say so with truth ; if ever a 
bouse in the kingdom deserved to be free from 
rats, it was his, as they are seldom known to visit 
where there is nothing to eat. He b^an again 
with nails and wood ; but when ni^ht came, and be 
slept, I resumed my operations, and rendered nuga- 
tory all bis ingenuity. 

In this manner we went on ; tbe moment be shut 
one door, I opened another : like tbe web of Pene- 
lope, what be spun by day, I unravelled by night ; 
and in tbe course of a few nights tbe old chest was 
so maltreated, that little remained of the original 
that was not covered with pieces and nailing. When 
tbe unhappy priest found his mechanical ability of no 
avail, he said, " Really this chest is in such a statct 
and the wood is so old and rotten, that the rats make 
nothing of it. The best plan I can think of, since 
what we have done is of no use, is to arm ourselves 
within, Bgmnst these cursed rats." He then bor- 
rowed a rat-trap, and baiting it with bits of cheese 
which he begged from tbe neigbbonra, set it under 
tbe chest. This was a piece of singular good for- 
tune for me, for although my hunger needed no 
sauce, yet I did not nibble tbe bread at night with 
less reUsh, because I added thereto tbe bait from the 
rat-trap> When in the morning he found not only 
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the bread gone as ueual, but tbe bait likewise 
TaniBhed, and the trap without a tenant, he ^w 
almost beside himself. He ran to the neighbours, 
and asked of them what animal it could possibly be 
that coold positively eat the very cheese out of the 
trap, and yet escape untouched. The neighbours 
agreed that it could be no rat that conld thus eat the 
bait, and not remain within the trap, and one more 
cnnningthan the rest observed, — " I remember once 
seeing a snake ^lout your premises, and depend on it 
that is the animal which has done yon this mischief, 
for it could easily pick the bait from the trap without 
entering entirely, and thus too it might easily escape." 
The rest all agreed that such must be the bet, which 
alarmed my master a good deal. 

He now slept not near so soundly as before, and 
at every little noise, thinking it was the snake biting 
the chest, he would get up, and taking a cudgel 
which he kept at his bed's head for the purpose, be- 
gan to belabour the poor chest with all his might, so 
that the noise might fHghten the reptile from his un- 
thrifty proceedings. He even awoke the neighbours 
with such prodigious clamour, and I could not get a 
single minute's rest. He turned me out of bed, and 
looked amongst the straw, and about the blanket, to 
see if the creature was concealed anywhere; for, as he 
observed, at night they seek worm places, and not 
unfrequently injure people by biting them in bed. 
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When he cune, I always pretended to be very 
hevfj with sleep, and he would say to me in the 
morning, "Did yon hear nothing last night, boy ? 
The snake was abont, and I think I heard him at 
your bed, for they are Tery cold creatures, and love 
warmth." " I hope to God he will not bite me," 
returned I, " for I &m very much afiaid." He was 
BO watchful at nig'ht, that, by my foith, the snake 
could not continue his operations as usual, but in the 
morning when the priest was at church, he resumed 
them pretty steadily as usual. 

Looking with dismay at the damage done to his 
store, and the little redress he was likely to have fw 
it, the poor priest became quite uneasy Jrom fretting, 
and wandered about all night like a hobgoblin. I 
began Tery much to fear thsti'during one of these £ts 
of watchfolness, he might diacoTer my key, which I 
placed for security under the straw of my bed. I 
therefore, with a caution peculiar to my nature, deter- 
mined in future to keep this treasure by night safe in 
my mouth ; and this was an ancient custom of mine, 
for during the time I lived with the bbnd man, my 
mouth was my purse, in wJiich I could retain ten or 
twelve maravedies in &rthings, without the slightest 
inconvenience in any way. Indeed, had I not pos- 
sessed tliis &cnlty, I should never have had a single 
ferthing of my own, for I had neither pocket nor bag 
that the old man did not continually search. Every 
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D^ht I slept with the key in my mouth without 
fear of discovery ; but, aJas I when misfortune ia our 
lot, ing^ennity can be of little av&il. 

It was decreed, by my evil destiny, or rather, I 
ought to say, as a punishment for my evil doings, 
that one night, when I was fest asleep, my mouth 
being somewhat open, the key became placed in such 
a position therein, that my breath came in contact 
with the hollow of the key, and caused — the worse 
luck for me, — a loud whistling noise. On this mj 
watchAil master pricked up his ears, and thought it 
must be the his^g of the snake which had done him 
all the damage, and certainly he was not altogether 
wrong in his conjectures. He arose very quietly, 
with his club in his hand, and stealing towards the 
place whence the hissing sound proceeded, thinking 
at once to put an end to his enemy, he lifted his 
clnb, and with aU his force discharged such a blow 
on my unfortunate head, that it needed not another 
to deprive me of all sense and motion. The moment 
the blow was delivered, he felt it was no snake that 
bad received it ; and guessing what he had done, 
called oat to me in a load voice, endeavouring to ' 
recall me to my senses. Then touching me with his 
hands, he felt the blood, which was by this time in 
great profusion about my face, and ran quickly to 
procure a light. On his return, he found me moan- 
iug) ^et still holding the key in my mouth, and 
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, partly visible, being in the same sttoation which 
caused the whiBtliug' noise he had mistaken for the 
snake. Without thinking much of me, the attention 
of the slayer of snakes was attracted by the appear- 
ance of the key, and drawing it from my mouth, he 
soon discovered what it was, for, of course, the wards 
were preciaely similar to his own. He ran to prove 
it, and with that, at once, found out the extent of my 
ingenuity. 

' " Thank God," exclaimed this cruel snake hunter, 
" that the rats and the snakes which have so long 
made war upon me, and devoured my substance, are 
both at last discovered." 

Of what passed for three days afterwards, I can 
give no account; but that which I have related, I 
heard my master recount to those who came there to 
see me. At the end, however, of the third day, I 
b^an to have some consciousness of what was pass- 
ing around me, and found myself extended on my 
straw, my head bound up, and covered with oint- 
ment and plaisters. 

" What is the meaning of all this ?" I cried, in 
extreme alarm. The heartless priest replied, " I 
have only been banting the rats and the snakes, which 
have almost ruined me." Seeing the condition in 
which I was, I then guessed what had htppened to 
me. At this time an old nurse entered, with some 
of the neighbours, who dressed the wounds on my 
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head, which had assumed a fevourable appearoDce; 
and as they found my senses were restored to me, 
they anticipated but little danger, and began to amnse 
themeelTes with my exploits, while f, uuht^py 
sinner, could only deplore their effects. 

With all this, hoirever, they g»Te me something to 
eat> for I was almost dying with hunger; and at the 
end of fourteen or fifteen days I was able to rise fi-om 
my bed without danger, though not even then without 
hunger, and only half cured. The day after 1 got 
up, my worthy and truly respectable master, took 
my hand, and opening the door, put me into the 
street, saying, " Lazaro, from this day look out for 
yourself, seek another master, and fare you well. No 
one will ever doubt that you have served a blind 
man ; but for me, I do not require so diligent nor so 
clerer » serraut." Then shaking me off, as though I 
was in league with the eril one, he went back iuto 
his bouse and shut the door. 



HIH :N that gE«VICE. 

NoTWiTHSTA^DiMQ the weak sta^ to which I 
was reduced, 1 was obliged to take heart, and with 
the assistance of some kind people, I gradually 
made my way to the famous dty of Toledo, where. 
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by the mercy of God, I w'aa shortly cared of my 
wounds. 

While 1 laboured nnder eicknesB there were always 
some well diapoged perBons who were wilUog to give 
me alms ; but ao aoooer was I recovered, than they 
said, " Why do yon stay idling here ? why don't 
you se^ a master?" On which the reply would 
rise to my lips, " it is very easy to talk, but it is 
hard to find one." 

In this manner I went on, seeking; my living from 
door to door, and a mighty poor living it was, for cha- 
rity has left us mortals here to take a flight to heaven 
long since. But one day I accidentally encoontered a 
certain esquire in the street ; he was of a good (^ 
pearance, well dressed, and walked with an air of 
ease and consequence. As I cast my eyes upon him, 
he fortunately took notice of me, and said, " Are yon 
seeking a master, my boy ?" I repUed that I was. 
" Then follow me," said he, " yon have reason to 
thank yonr stars for this meeting : — doubtless you 
have said yonr prayers with a better grace than 
usual this morning." I followed him, returning 
tlianks to providence for this singular good turn of 
fortune, for, if one might judge from appearances, 
here was exactly the situation whith I had so long . 
desired. It was eoriy in the morning when I was 
engaged by this kind master, and I continued to fol- 
low him, as he desired, till we made the tonr of a 
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great part of the city, As we passed the market, I 
hoped that be would give me a load to carry home, 
as it was then about the Iionr that people nsnally 
nude their parchsses of that nature ; bat be passed 
by without taking the Bhghteet notice. " PeradTen- 
ture," quoth I to myself, "these commodities are 
not exactly to his taste ; we shall be more fortunate 
in some other quarter. 

It was now eleven o'ljodi, and my master went 
into ibs cathedral to hear prayers, where I likewise 
followed bimu Here we stayed until the whole 
gervice was finished and the congregation were 
departed; and then my master left, and proceeded 
towards one of the hack streets of the city. Never 
was anybody more delighted than I, to find my 
master had not condescended to trouble himself 
about supplying his table, concluding, of course, 
that he was a gentleman whose means enabled him 
to consign to others such inferior domestic cares, 
and that on our arrival at home we should find 
everything in order,— ran anticipation of great deUght 
to me, and, in fact, by this time almost a matter of 
necessity. The clock hod struck one, when we 
arrived at a house before which my master stopped, 
and throwing his cloak open, he drew Jrom his sleeve 
a key with which he opened the door. 

I followed my master into the bouse, the entrance 
of whidi waa extremely dark and dismal, so much 
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SO) as to create a sensation of fear in the mind of 
a stranger; and when within foond it contained a 
small court-yard and tolerably sized chambers. The 
moment he entered, he t^ok off his cloak, and 
enqniring whether I had clean hands, assisted me 
to fold it, and then, carefully wiping the dost from a 
seat, laid it thereon. He next very composedly 
seated himself, and began to ask me a variety of 
questions, as to who I was, where I came from, and 
how I came to that city ; to all which I gave a more 
particalar account than exactly suited me at that 
time, for I thought it would have been mnch more to 
the purpose had he desired me to place the table 
and serve up the soup, than ask me the questions 
he then did. ■« - 

With all this, however, I contrived to give him a 
very satisbctory account of myself, dwelling on my 
good quahties, and concealing those which were not 
suitable t« my present auditory. But I began now to 
grow very uneasy, for two o'clock arrived, and still 
no signs of dinner appeared, and I began to recollect 
that ever since we had been in the house I had not 
heard the foot of a human being, either above or 
below. All I had seen were bare walls, without 
even a chair or a table, — not so much as an old 
chest like that I had such good occasion to remem> 
her. In &ct, it seemed to me like a house labouring 
under the influence of enchantment. ^ 



., In Google 



LAZARILLO D£ TORMES. 89 

" Boy, hast thou eaten anything to-day ?" asked 
my master at last. " No, Sir," I replied, " aeeing 
that it was scarcely eight o'clock when I had the 
good fortune to meet your honour." 

" Early as it was," retomed my master, " I had 
already breakfasted, and it is nerer my custom to 
eat again till the eyening ; manage as you can till 
then ; yon will hare the better appetite for supper." 

It may be easily supposed, that, on hearing this, 
my newly raised hopes vanished as rapidly as they 
had risen ; it was not hunger alone that caused me 
to despond, but the certainty that fortune had not 
yet exhausted her full store of malice against me. 
Already I saw in perspective my troubles renewed, 
and I turned to weep over my Anhappy anticipation. 
The consideration which prevented niy taking an 
abrupt departure firom the priest, arose to my 
remembrance— that of &lling iirom bad to worse, and 
I beheld it, as I feared, realized. I could not but 
weep over the incidents of my past unfortunate 
career, and anticipate its rapidly approaching close ; 
yet withal, concealing my emotion as well as pos- 
sible, I said, "Thank GodI Sir, I am not a boy 
that troubles himself much about eating and drink- 
ing; and for this quality I have been praised even 
to this very day by all the masters whom I have 
ever served." " Abstinence is a great virtue," 
returned my master, " and for this I shall esteem 
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thee still more ; gormandizing is only for swine, 
men of understanding require little to allay their 
appetite." " I can understand that sentiment right 
well"— quoth I to myself, "my masters have all 
adrieed the some course ; though the devil a hit do 
th^ find the rirtues of starvation so very pleasant, 
by all that I have seen. 

Seating myself near the door, I now began to eat 
soma crusts of bread which I had about me; they 
were part of some scraps I had collected in my 
career of charity. " Come here, hoy," said my master, 
" what are you eating ?" I went to him and shewed 
him the bread. He selected from the three pieces 
which I hod, the best and largest, and said, " Upon 
my life, but this seems exceedingly nice bread." — 
" Yes, Sir," I replied, " it is very good." — " It 
really is," he continued, " where did you get it ? 
was it made with clean hands, I wonder?" " That 
I can't answer for," I rephed, " but the flavour of 
it does not come amiss to me." 

"Nor to me either, please GodI" said my poor 
devil of a master ; and, having finished his scrutiny, 
he raised the bread to his mouth, and commenced 
as fierce an attack on it, as I quickly did on the 
other. 

" By heavens I but this bread is beautiful ! " ex- 
claimed he; and I, beginning to see how matters 
stood with him, redoubled my haste with the 
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remainder, bein^ well assured that if he finiahed 
first, he would hare little hesitation in asaisting' me : 
but luckily we finished together. He then carefiillj' 
picked Dp the cmmbs which had &llen, and entering 
a small chamber adjoining, bronght out an old jar 
with a broken month. Having drank thereform he 
handed it to me, but to support my character of 
abatemionsnegg, I excnsed myself, saying, ■' No, Sir, 
I thank you ; I never drink wine." 

" Tlie contents of the jar will not hurt you,' he 
said, " it is only water 1 " . I took the jar, but a very 
small draught satisfied me, for thirst was one of tiie 
few things from which I snffered no inconvenience. 

Thus we remained till night, I anticipating my 
supper, and my master asking me many questions, 
to all of which I answered in the best manner 
I was able. Then he took me into the chamber 
whence he had brought the jar of water, and said, 
" Stay here, my boy, and see how td make this bed, 
as from henceforth you will have this duty." We 
then placed ourselves on each side of this bed, if 
such it can be called, to make it; though little 
enough there was to make. On some benches was 
extended a sort of platform of reeds, on which were 
placed the cloathes, which, from want of washing, 
were not the whitest in the world. The deuce 
of any thing was there in the shape of feather-bed 
or mattrassi but the canes shewed like the ribs 
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of a lean bog, through an old covering: which 
served to lie upon, and the colour of which one 
could not exactly praise. 

It was night when the bed was made, and my 
master said, " Lazaro I it is rather late now, and the 
market is distant ; likewise the city aboundE with 
rogues ; we had better therefore pass the ni^ht as 
we can, and to-morrow morning we will &re better. 
Being a single man, yon see, I don't care much for 
these things, but we will arrange better in future." 

" Sir, as to myself," I repHed, " I beg you will 
on no account distress yourself. I can pass a 
nig^t without food with no inconvenience, or even 
more indeed, if it were necessary." " Your health 
will be all the better for it," he said, " for take my 
word for it, as I said to-day, nothing in the world 
will insure length of life so much as eating little." 

" If hfe is to be purchased on such terms," said I 
to myself "I shall never die, for hitherto I have 
been obUged to keep this rule, whether I will or no ; 
and, God help me, I fear I shall keep it all my 
long life." 

My master then went to bed, putting bis clothes 
under his head, instead of a pillow, and ordered me 
to seek my rest at his feet ; which 1 accordingly did, 
though the situation precluded all hope of sleep. 
The canes, of which the bedstead was composed, 
and my bones, which were equally prominent, were. 
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throughout the night, engaged in a continiuil aod most 
unpleasant intiiDttcy ; for conBidering my illnesB, and 
the prirations which I had endured, to eay nothing 
of my present atamng condition, I do not believe I 
had a single pound of flesh on my whole body. 
Throughout that day I had eaten nothing hnt a crust 
of' bread, and was actually mad with hunger, which 
is in itself a bitter enemy to repose. A thousand 
times did 1 curse myself and my nnhappy fortunes — 
the Lord fot^re my impiety j and what was a sore 
addition to my misery, I dared not to moTe, nor vent 
my grief in audible expressions, for fear of waking 
my master; many times during this night did T 
pray to God to finish my existence I 

As the morning appeared, we arose, and I set about 
cleaning my master's clothes, and putting them in 
order ; and helped him to dress, very much to his 
satis&ction. As he placed hia sword in bis belt, he 
said, " Do yon know the ralne of this weapon, my 
boy ? The gold was never coined that should buy 
this treasure of me. Of all the blades Antonio 
ever forged, he never yet made its fellow." And 
then drawing it irom the scabbard and trying the 
edge with his fingers, he added, " with this blade 1 
would engage to sever a bale of wool" — " and I 
would do more than that with my teeth," said I to 
myself, " for though they are not made of steel, I 
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would engage to serer a four pound loaf and devour 
it afterwards." 

He then sheathed his sword and girded it round 
him, and with an eaay, gentlemanUke carriage, bear- 
ii^ himself erect, -and throwing the comer of his 
cloak over his shoulder, or over his arm, placing 
his right hand on his side, be sallied forth, saying: 
" Lazaro, see to the honse while I go to he&r massi 
and make the bed during mj absence ; the vessel for 
water wants filling, which yon can do at the river 
which runs close by ; though take care to lock the 
door when you go, lest we should be robbed, and 
pat the key on this hinge, in case I retnm before 
you, that I may let myself in." 

He then walked up the street with such an air of 
gentility, that a. stranger would have taken him for 
a near relation of the Count of Arcos, or, at least, 
&r his valel de iAambr«. 

" Slessed be the Lord I" said I, '■who, if he inflicts 
misfortunes, gives us the means of bearing them. 
Now who, on meeting my master, wonld dream bnt 
that he had supped well and slept well; and, 
although early in the morning, but that he had also 
break&sted well. There are many secrets, my good 
master, that you know, and that all the world is ' 
ignorant of. Who would not be deceived by that 
smiling face uid that fine cloak? and who would 
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believe that such a fine gentleman had paseed the 
whole of yesterday without any other food than a 
moreel of bread) that his boy had carried in his 
breast for a day and a night ? To day washing bis 
hands and face, and, for want of a towel, obliged to 
dry them with the lining of bis garments — no one 
wovild ever snspect such things from the appear- 
ance before tbem. Alas I how many are there in 
this world who voluntarily snfFer more for their fiilse 
idea of honour, than they would nndergo for their 
hopes of an hereafter I" 

Thus I moralized at the door of our house, while my 
master paced slowly ap the street ; and then, return- 
ing within, I lost no time In making the tour of the 
house, which I did, though without making any fresh 
discovery whatever ; or finding anything of a more 
consolatory nature than my own gloomy thoughts. 

I quickly made onr bed, such as it was, and taking 
the water jar, went vrith it to the river. There 
I saw my g»y master in one of the gardens by the 
river side, in close conversation with two ladies, 
closely veiled, fer there were many who were in the 
habit of resorting thus early in the morning to enjoy 
the fresh air, and to take breakfast with some of the 
gentlemen of the city, who likewise frequented the 
spot. There he stood between them, saying softer 
things than Ovid ever did; while they, seeing him 
apparently so enamoured, made no semple of hinting 
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their wish to breakttut. Unfortunately his parse 
waa as empty as his heart was fiill, therefore this 
attack on his weaker position threw him somewhat 
Buddenly into disorder, which became evident from 
his confusion of language, and the lame excuses of 
which he waa obliged to avail himself The ladies 
were too well experienced not to perceive, and that 
quickly, how matters stood; It was not long, there- 
fore, before they exchanged him for a more enter- 
taining gallant. 

I waa all this time slily munching some cabbage 
stalks, for want of a better breakfast, which I dis- 
patched with considerable alacrity, and then returned 
home, without being seen by my master, to await his 
orders respecting break^t on bis retnm. 

I began to think seriously what I should do, still 
hoping, however, that, aa the day advanced, my 
master might return with the means to provide, at 
least, for onr dinner, but in vain. Two o'clock came, 
but no master; and, aa my hunger now became 
inanpportable, without Farther consideration I locked 
the door, and, placing the key where I was told, 
sallied out in search of food. With a humble sub- 
dued voice, my hands crossed upon my breast, and 
the name of the Lord upon mj tongue, 1 went from 
house to house begging bread. The practice of this 
art, I may say, I imbibed with my mother's milk; or 
rather, that having studied it under the greatest 
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-master in all Spain, it is no wonder that I vas so 
great an adept in all its rarious branches. 

Suffice it to B&j, that although in this city there 
is no more charity than would save a eaint from 
starvation, yet such was my superiority in talent, 
that before four o'clock, I had stowed away nearly 
four pounds of bread in my empty stomach, and two 
pounds more in my sleeves, and in the inside of my 
jacket. Passing then by the tripe market, I be^ed 
of one of ,the women that keep the stalls, who gave 
me a good sized piece of cow-heel, with some other 
pieces of boiled tripe. When I got home, I found 
my good gentleman already arrived, and having 
folded and brushed his cloak, he was walking about 
the court-yard. As 1 entered, he came up to me, as 
I thought, to chide me for my absence, hut, thank 
God, it was far otherwise. He enquired where I had 
been, to which I replied, " Sir, I remained at home 
till two o'clock ; but when I found that your honour 
did not return, I went out, and recommended myself 
so well to the notice of the good people of this city, 
that they have given me what you see." I then 
shewed him the bread and the tripe which I had col- 
lected. At the sight of these delicacies, his counte- 
nance brightened up, " Ah 1" said he, " I waited 
dinner for yon some time ; but as it grew late I 
finished. Yon hare nevertheless acted very properly 
in this matter ; for it is much better to ask, for the 



.■In Google 



96 MENDOZA. 

love of God, than to steal. I only charge 7011 on no 
atxount to say you live with me, as BQch proceedings 
would not exactly redound to my honour — although 
I hardly think there is any danger, seeing that I am 
known so little in this city. " Do not alarm yourself. 
Sir, on that head," said I, " for people thought aa little 
of asking who was my master, as I of telling them." 
" Eat away, then, yon young rogue," said he, " and 
with the blessing of God, we shall not long have need 
of such assistance, though I must say, since I bare 
been in this house, good fortune has uerer visited 
me. There are bouses, from some reason or other, 
so unlucky, that every one who occupies them 
becomes infected with their ill fortune, and this is 
without doubt one of them ; but I promise you that 
directly the month is up, I will leave, even if they 
should offer it to me for nothing." I seated myself 
on the end of the bench, and commenced my supper 
with the tripe and bread. My poor unhappy master 
all the time eyed me askance, and never once took his 
eyes firom my skirts, which at that time served me 
instead of a dinner-service. Providence had that day 
BO favoured me, that I resolved my master should 
partake of my abundance, Jbr I could well under- 
stand his feelings, having experienced them of old, 
and to that very day, indeed, I was no stranger to 
them. I began to think whether it would exactly 
become me to invite him to my repast, but as he,had 
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unfortunately said he had dined, I feared lest he 
might take it amiss. However, I very much wished 
that the poor siimer might have the henefit of mj 
labonr, and hreak his ^t as he had done the day 
before, particularly as the food was better, and my 
hunger less. My good wishes towards liim were 
speedily gratified, as they happened to jump with his 
own humonr, for directly I commenced my meal, he 
began walking up and down the room, and approach- 
ing me rather closely — 

" Lazaro," said he, " I really cannot help remark- 
ing the extreme grace with which you make your 
meal. I don't think I ever saw any one eat with 
more natural elegance ; certain it isj that an observer 
might benefit by yonr example." 

" Doubtless, my good Sir." thought I, " it can only 
be to your extreme amiability, that I am indebted for 
this compliment." Then, in order to give him the 
opportunity which I knew he longed for, I said, 
" Good materials, Sir, require good workmen. This 
bread is most delicious, and this cow-heel is so well 
cooked and seasoned, that the smell alone is sufficient 
to tempt any one." 

" Cow-heel, is it P" said he, 

" It is, Sir," I replied. 

" Ah I" said he, "cow's heel is one of the most 
delicate morsels in the woiid, there is nothing I u> 
so fond of." 

f3 



.■In Google 



100 



, "Then tute it, Sir," said I, "and try whether 
this is «s good w you have eaten." He seated him- 
self on the bench beside me, and laying hands on the 
cow-heel, with three or four pieces of the irhitest 
bread, commenced in snch good earnest, that one 
might easily see his rations were not disagreeable to 
him— grinding every bone as ravenooely as a grey- 
hound. " With a nice sauce of garlic," said he, " this 
would be capital eating." 

■' You eat it with a better sauce than that, my 
good Sir," thought I. 

" By heavens," said he, " any body would think, to 
see me eat, that I had not touched a mmrsel to-day." 

" I wish I was as sure of good luck as I'm sure of 
that," said I to myself. He asked me for the 
wftter jt^, and I gave it to him, which, by the way, 
was a sure proof he had eaten nothing, for it was as 
full as when I brought it from the river. After 
drinking, we went to bed in the same manner as on 
the night before, though it must be confessed in a 
much more contented mood. 

Not to dwell too much on this part of my story, I 
shall only say, that in this manner we passed eight or 
ten days, my worthy master taking the air every day, 
in the most frequented parts, with the most perfect 
ease of a man of fashion, and returning home to feast 
on the contributions of Jhe charitable, levied by poor 
Lftzaro. 



'^ 



.■In Google 



LAZARILLO DB TORHES. 101 

Many times did the reflection snggest itself, that, 
when with former masters I prayed so heartily tc( 
be released from, such miserable service, my desire 
was certainly gratified, though with thig difference, 
that not only did my present one decline feeding me, 
but expected that I should maintain him. 

With all this, however, I hked him very much, 
seeing he had not the ability to do more, — in iact, l 
was much more sorry for his unfortunate condition 
than angry at the situation in which fais deficiencies 
placed me ; and many times I have been reduced to 
short commons myself, that I might bring home ti 
certain share for my nnlncky master. But be was 
poor, and nobody can give what he has not got,— an 
excuse which I cannot make for the oM scoundrels I 
served before, — though as God is my witness, to this 
very day I never see a gentleman, like my master, 
strutting along as though the street was hardly wide 
enough &>i him, without marking the singular way 
in which Fortune apportions her favours. I pitied 
him from my heart, to think, that with all hia 
apparent greatness be might at that moment suffer 
privations equally hard to endare. But with all his , 
poverty, I found greater satisfaction in serving him 
than either of the others, for the reasons I have 
stated. All that I blamed him for, was the extrava- 
gance of his pride, which, I thought, nught have been 
somewhat abated towards one who, lil^inyself, knew 
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hU circomstBUceB bo intimately. It seems to me, 
however, that the poorest grentlefolk are always the 
most proad ; bnt there ia consolation in the thought, 
that death knows no distinction, but at lengfth most 
generally places the commoner in higher ground 
than it does the peer. I lired for some time in the 
manner I have related, when it pleased my miserable 
fortune, which seemed never tired with persecuting 
me, to envy me even my present precarious and 
unhappy condition. 

It appeared that the season in that country had 
been nn&vourable to com ; thereibre it was ordained 
by the magistracy, that aU strangers who subsisted by 
alms should quit the city, or risk the pnnishment of 
the whip. This law was enforced so rigidly, that 
only fbar days after its promulgation, I beheld a 
procession of miserable wretches who were sufTering 
the penalty through the streets of the city ; a sight 
which so alarmed me, that I did not dare for the 
ftiture to avail myself of my ace u&tomed means of 
sobsistence. It can hardly be possible to imagine 
the extreme necessity to which our house was re- 
duced, or the mournful silence of those who were 
expiring within ; for two or three days we neither 
spoke a word nor had we a monthiiil to eat. With 
regard to myself, there were some yonng women, 
who earned their living by cotton-spinning, and 
making caps, and with whom, being near neighbours 



.■In Google 



LAZARILLO DE TORMES. 103 

of ours, I had made some slight acquaintanceship ; 
out of their pittance these poor girls gave me a 
morsel, which just served to keep life within me. 

I did not, howBTer, feel my own situation so 
Iceenl}' as I did that of my poor master, who, diu^ng 
the space of eight days, to the best of my knowledge, 
never touched a mouthful; at least, I can say, the deuce 
a morsel ever entered our door. Whether he ever 
got any thing to eat when he went out I cannot 
determinei but I know well, that he sallied out every 
day with a waist as fine as a greyhound of the best 
breed ; and the better, as he thought, to evade sus- 
picion, he would take a straw from the mattrass, 
which could even ill spare the loss, and go swagger* 
ing out of the house, sticking it in his mouth for a 
toothpick I He continued to attribute all his iU- 
fortune to the unlucky house in which we were 
lodged. "The evils we have to bear," he would 
say, " are all owing to this unfortunate dwelling — 
as you see it is indeed sad, dark, and dismal : never- 
theless, here we are, and, I fear, must continue awhile 
to suffer; I only wish the month was past, that we 
might well be quit of it." 

It happened one day, sufTering, as I have described, 
this afflicting persecution of hunger, that, by some 
extraordinary chance, I know not what, nor did I 
think it dutiiiil to enquire, there fell into my poor 
master's poverty-stricken possession the large sum of 
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one ri^, with which he came home as conseqaentially 
as though he had brought the treasure of Veoice, 
Baying to me, with an air of extreme satiB&ction and 
contentment, " Here Lazaro, my boy, take this — 
Providence is at Uet beginning to emile on us — go 
to the market, and purchase bread, meat, and wine ; 
we will no longer take things as we have done. I 
have other good news, likewise. I have taken 
another lodging ; so that there will he no occasion to 
remain in this wretched place longer than the end of 
the month. Curse the place, and he who laid the 
first brick ; by the Lord, since I've been here, not s 
drop of wine have I drunk, nor have I tasted a morsel 
of meat, neither have 1 enjoyed the smallest comfort 
whatsoever; but everything has been, as you see, 
miserable and dismal to the last degree. However, 
go, and quickly, for to-day we will feast like lords." 
I took my rial and j»r, and without another word 
set out on my errand with the utmost speed, making 
towards the market-place in the most joyous and 
light-hearted mood imaginable. But alas I what 
enjoyment could I expect, when my adverse fortune 
so preponderated, that the slightest gleam of sun- 
shine in my career was sure to be overtaken by ^ 
storm? I was making my way, as I eaid, in ex- 
tremely good spirits, revolving in my mind in what 
manner I should lay out my money to the best 
advantage, and returning heartfelt thanks to Provi- 
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dence for &rouriii^ my master with this unexpected 
stroke of fortune, when I s&w a great crowd at the 
other end of the street, among whom were many 
priests 1 and I soon found to mj horror that the^ 
were accompanying a corpse. 1 stood up against 
the wall to give them room ; and as the bodj passed 
I beheld one, who, as 1 supposed, irom the mourning 
she wore) was the widow of the deceased, surrounded 
by friends. She was weeping bitterly, and uttering 
ia a loud roice the most piteous exclamations. 
"Alas!" she cried, " my* dear husband and lord I 
whither are they taking you? To that miserable 
and unhappy dwelling I To that dark and dismal 
habitatiDn I To the house where there is neither 
eating nor drinking I" Good heavens I never shall 
I forget the moment when I heard those words ; it 
seemed in my fright as though heaven and earth were 
coming together. " Miserable and unhappy wretch 
that I am," I exclaimed in an agony of mind, " it is 
to our house then that they are bearing this body !" 
I rushed from the place where I stood, through 
the crowd, foi^tting in my flight the object of my 
errand, and made with alt speed towards home. 
The instant I arrived, I closed the door, barred 
and bolted it, and cried out to my master with 
the utmost eamestness of manner to help me to 
defend the entrance. He, greatly alarmed, and 
with tlie impression that it was something else, 
F 3 
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called to me, " What is the matter, boy ? why do 
yoa slam the door with such fury ? " 

" Ob, master," said I, come here, and assist me, 
for they are bringing a dead body here I I met them 
in the street above, and I heard the widow of the 
dead man crying out, ' Alas [ husband and master, 
whither do they talje you? To the dark and 
dismal house ; — to the house of misery and misfor- 
tune; — to the house where they neither eat nor 
drink.' To what other house then con they be bring- 
ing him than this?" Directly my master heard 
these words, albeit in no merry humour, he burst out 
into such a fit of laughing, that it was some time 
before he could utter a word. 

During this time, I was holding fost the door, 
placing my shoulder against it, for better security. 
The crowd passed with the body ; though still I 
could not persuade myself but that they intended to 
bring it in. When my master was more satiated with 
mirth than with food, he said to me, in a good-tem- 
pered manner, " It is very just, Lazaro ; according to 
what the widow said, you were right in thinking as 
you did ; but as they have thought better of it, and 
passed on, open the door, and go ou your errand." 
" Stop a Uttle longer, Sir," said I, " let them pass the 
end of the street, that we may be sure ;" but he 
would not wait, and coming to the street door, he 
opened it> and forced me away, for I hardly knew 
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what I did, with Mgbt, and so he dispatched me 
again to the market. 

We dined well that day, though my appetite wu 
but indifferent; and it was some time before I reco- 
Tered from the effect of that nuEadventure, thongh it 
was an excellent soorce of mirth to my master, 
whenever it was brought to his recollection. 

In this manner I lived some little time with my 
third and poorest master, the Esquire ; having great 
cuiosity to know what could possibly have induced 
him to come to that part of the world, for I knew 
he was a stranger on the £rst day I lived with him, 
from the fiict of his not knowing a single soul in the 
city. At last my wish was gratified ; for one day, 
when we bad feasted pretty weU, and were conse- 
quently in good humour, he told me a little of his 
history. He was a native of Old Castile, and had 
quitted his country, because he had reiiised to salute 
a neighbouring gentleman of consequence, by taking 
off his hat first, which, according to punctilio, was 
construed into an insulting mark of disrespect. My 
honourable master wished to convince me, that, 
being a gentleman, the other, though superior, had 
an equal right to doff his bonnet to bim ; " For," 
said he, " though I am, as yon see, but an Esquire, 
I vow to God, if the Count himself were to meet 
me in the street, and did not take off his hat to me, 
aye, and entirely off, the next time we met I would 
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turn into some ehop, pretending business, rather 
than |it>7 him the least mark of respect. And 
though you see me here but poorly off, yet in my 
owa country I have an estate in houses in good 
(wndition, and well rented, only eisteen leagues 
irom the place where I was bom, worth at least 
two hundred thousand maravedes ; so you see that 
they must be of good size and in good repair. I 
have Ukewise a dovecot, which if it were taken care 
of, which it is not, would furnish upwards, of two 
hundred young birds annually ;' and many other 
things I possess, which I hare relinquished solely 
because I would not hare the slightest imputation 
cast upon my honour, by yielding precedence to one 
who was iu fact no better than myself; and I came 
to this city hoping to obtsia some honourable em- 
ployment, though I have not succeeded so well as I 
Gonld have wished." 

In this manner my master was going on with his 
.narrative, giving me an account of the honourable 
proceedings by which he had suffered, when he was 
interrupted by the appearance of an old man and 
woman ; the former came to demand the rent of the 
house, and the latter that of the bed. They brought 
the account, and claimed for two months more than 
he could raise in a year ; I think it was about twelve 
or thirteen rials. He answered them very cour- 
teously, that he was then going out to changes 
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piece of ^Id, and shoald return in the evening 
But he made hie exit this time for good ; luid when 
the good people came for their monej, I wae obliged 
to tell them that he had not yet returned. The 
night came, but without tnj master, and being fear* 
iiil of rem^ing in the house by myself, I went to 
our neighbours, to whom I related the circumstance, 
and they allowed me to remain with them. 

Early in the morning, the creditors returned, and 
enquired of the neighbours. The women rephed, 
that his boy was there, and the key of the door 
ready for them. They then asked me about my 
master, and I told them that I knew not where he 
was, and that I had not seen him since he went oat to 
change the piece of gold ; but that I thought it was 
most likely he was gone off with the change. 

On hearing this news, they sent for a lawyer and 
a constable, and called on me and others to witness 
their t»ldng possession of my master's effects in pay- 
ment of their demands. They went all over the 
house, and found just as much furniture as I have 
recountei) before, when they demanded of me, 
"What has become of your master's property? 
where ue his trnnks ? and where is hie household 
furniture?" "I'm sure I don't know," I replied. 
" Doubtless," said they, " the property has been 
removed during the night. Senor Alguaait, take 
that boy into custody { he knows whither it has 
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b«eD taken." On thU np came the Alg:aazil, and 
geizing me by the collar, said, " Boy, thoa art my 
prisoner, if thou reveal not where thy master hath 
hid hia effects." I, as if quite ' new to this sort of 
thing, expressed the utmost surprise and terror, and 
promised to state every thing I knew, whidi seemed 
a little to disarm his anger. " That is right," 
exclaimed all, " tell all yon know, and fear nothing." 
The man of law seated himself at a desk, and desired 
me to begin. " Gentlemen," I continued, " my 
master ie in possessioa of a good stock of houses and 
an old dovecot.'' " So fur well," was the reply ; 
" however httle worth, it will meet the debt he owes 
us ; in what part of the city do they lie ?" " 0|i his 
own estate, to be sure," was my answer, " That is 
al) the better," they exclaimed; "and where is hie 
estate ?" " In old Castile, I replied, as he told me," 
Both Alguazil and notary laughed out at hearing 
this, exclaiming, " Quite enough— qnite enough to 
cover your claim, though it were even greater." The 
. neighbours who had gathered round us, now said : 
" Gentlemen, this hare is a very honest boy; he has 
not been long in the 'liqairs's service, and knows no 
more of him than does yonr worship ; the poor little 
sinner came knocking at our doors, and for charity's 
sake we gave him something to eat ; after which he 
has gone to sleep at hie master's." 

Seeing that I was innocent, they let me go firee ; 
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but the notary and the Alguozil now came on the 
owners for the *ftxes, which gave rise to no very 
friendly discossion, and a most hideons din ; the man 
and woman maintained very stoutly that they had 
neither the will nor the means to pay them. The 
others declared they had other busineas in view of 
more importance; bnt I left them without stopping 
to see the issae of the a&ir, though I helieve the 
nnfortonate owner had to pay all, and he well de- 
served to do it) for when he ought to have taken bis 
ease and pleasnret after a life of labour, he still went 
on hiring out houses to increase bis gains. 

It was in this way that my third and poorest 
master took leave of me, by which it seems I put the 
seal to my bad fortune, which, while exercising its 
utmost rigour against me, had thie singularity in it, 
that though most domestics are known to run uway 
from their maaters, it was not thus in toy case, inaa- 
much as my master had &irly run away from me. 



I HAD now to seek a fourth master; and this 
turned out to be a holy fiiar, to whom I was con- 
ducted by the ladies before alluded to, and who were 
related to him. He was a great enemy to psalm- 
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singiDg, and of the usual convent l&re ; fond of roam- 
ing out) and eager indeed in tlie puTsnit of every 
kind of secular busineas and amuaement. In fact, he 
wore out more shoes than all the rest of the convent 
put together. It was he who gave me the first pair 
of shoes I ever had given me in my life; and they 
did not last me much above a week, so constantly 
did he keep me on the trot. In short, I could not 
endure it ; and for this and other reasons, not worth 
■tatii^, I took my leave of him, without asking 
leave. 



The fifth master that fortune threw in my way, 
was a Bulero, or a dealer in papal indulgences— one 
of the most impudent and barefaced, yet cleverest 
rogues, that I have ever seen, or ever shall see. He 
practised all manner of deceit^ aiid resorted to the 
most subtle inventions to gain his end. On his 
arrival at any place to present his credentials and 
open his traffic, the first thing he did, was to send 
small presents of no great value to the clei^, by 
which means he won^d gain a civil reception — and 
perhaps assistance in his negotiations. He made him- 
self acquainted with the character of these persons ; 
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when to some he would bbj, that he never spoke in 
Latin, but always preferred a chaste and elegant dic- 
tion in his natire tongue. To others again, he would 
talk I^tin for two hours ; at least so it would seem 
to those who heard him, although perhaps it was not 
htdf that time. When he found that no great suc- 
cess attended his usual eodeaTonrs, he would have 
recourse to artifice ; hut as a regular account of them 
would fill a volume, I wiU only recount one little 
manoeuvre, which will give you some idea of his 
genius and invention. 

He had preached two or three days, at a place 
near Toledo, and had not neglected his usual offer- 
ings : but he found his indulgences go ofTbut slowly, 
with very little appearance of improvement, for 
which he very heartily wished the good people at 
the devil. Being at his wit's end what to do, he 
invited all the people to the church the next morning, 
to take his ftrewell. A^er supper that evening, he 
and the Alguazil sat down to enjoy themselves, and 
in the course of their entertainment, some dispute 
arose, which increased to very high words. He 
called the Alguazil thief, which the other retorted by 
colling him impostor. On this, the Bulero caught 
up a weapon lying near, and the Alguazil drew his 
sword to defend himself. The noise was so great, 
that the neighbours ran in to enquire into the cause, 
and with some difficulty separated the enraged 
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combatuitB. They continued, however, to revile 
each other with words, cdthough, hj reason of the 
house being: filled with people, they could not vent 
their rage with blows; the Algnazil continosll; call- 
ing out that my master was an impostor, and that 
his indulg^encea were forged. The neighbours see- 
ing that peace could not be restored, took away 
the Algnazil to uiother inn, to prevent mischief; 
and after some time, the uproar subsiding, we went 
to bed. 

In the morning my master went to the church to 
preach his iarewell sermon. The people wer« all 
there, mnrmarlog about the authenticity of the bnU, 
saying that the Algnazil had discovered it to them ; 
and if they were indisposed towards the indulgences 
before, they were now little likely to purchase them. 
The reverend commissary ascended the pulpit, and 
commenced his sermon. He expatiated on the 
merits of the Pope's holy commission, and of the 
infiiUible virtues of the indulgences which the bnll 
guaranteed. The sermon was proceeding in this 
manner when the Alguazil entered the church, and 
taking advantage of bji opportunity, rose, and with a 
loud voice but discreet manner he addressed the 
congregation : — " My good people ; hear me but one 
word, and listen to whomsoever you please after- 
wards. I came here with yonder cheat who is now 
preaching to you, and, seduced by him, I promised to 
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&v<nir Ub deception and dinde the gsins. But as 
mf conBcience is uneasy at thus asEiBting to rob jtm 
of jout money, I take this opportunity of declaring 
before you oU that the bull is forged, and that the 
indulgences are &lBe. And after this confession I 
beg you to bear vitnesB, if at any future time this 
rogue meet with punishment as an impostor, that 1 
am not implicated therein, bat have done all in my 
power to expose him and warn yon." 

Many respectable people, to prevent the scandal of 
the thing proceeding further, wished to turn the 
Alguaziloutof the church, but the reverend preacher 
would by no means permit such violence; and thus 
the Alguazil had the liberty of saying all he wished. 
When he was silent, my master rose and asked him 
if he wished to say more? on which he replied, "I 
could say plenty more concerning your rogueries, but 
for the present what I hare said is sufSinent." 

The devout commissary of his holiness then threw 
himself on his knees in the pnlpit, and casting his 
arms and eyestowards heaven, he exdtumed, — " Oh I 
Lord, to whom nothing is hidden, thou knowest the 
truth, and how cruelly I am calumniated. I forgive 
all that personally concerns me, but to that which 
relates to my holy calling I cannot be indifferent ; 
inasmuch as many here may be induced to give 
credit to what has been &lsely spoken, to tlie injury 
of their own souls and of my holy mission. I there- 
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fon pray the«, Oh, Lord, to Touchsafe by s miracle 
to shew the whole truth aa to this matter. If I deal 
in bUehood and iniquity, may the pulpit on which 
I now kneel sink with me seren &thoma below the 
earth, so that I may never be heard of again,— and 
if what is said be false, and prompted by the defil 
to deprive theae good people here of the comforts 
of which I am the bearer, let the author of the 
calumny be punished, so that all present may be 
convinced of fais malice." 

Hardly had my pious master finished his prayer, 
when the Algnazil fell from the place where he was 
standing, and with such a noise that the whole church 
resounded with the &11. His countenance became 
distorted, and he began to foam at the mouth, uttering 
frightiiil curses, and rolling, about in the utmost 
apparent agony. At this wonderfo) iuterpositioa of 
Providence, the clamour became so great that no one 
could hear himself speak. Some were inghtened, 
and cried, " Lord, Lord, have mercy on the sinner ;" 
while others said, " It served him right for his &lse 
testimony — let him kick and go to the devil !" 

Finally, however, some individnals went to his 
assistance, thongh not without evident fear, and tried 
to hold his arms and legs ; but he gave them such 
fierce salutes, dealing bis bvoura so vigorously and 
dexterously, that numy were much hurt, and it re- 
quired at least seventeen men to hold him down. 
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While this was proceeding:, my sainted master was 
on his knees in the pulpit, hia hands and e^ es tnrned 
towards heaven, apparently filled with the divine 
essence, and utterly nnconsdoos of the noises and 
disturbance orotuid him, so completely was he wrapt 
in his heavenly meditations. Some approached him, 
and begged him, " for the love of God, to succour 
the poor wretch who was dying; and that, donbtless, 
at his intercession, the Lord would not prolong his ' 
Bufferings." 

The devout commissary, as though disturbed from 
a sweet vision, looked around him, first at the sup- 
pliants and then at the delinqnent. " My good 
friends," said he slowly, " yon ought not to. ask a 
&vonr for him whom God has so signally chastised. 
But as he has commanded that we should return 
good for evil, we may with more confidence implore 
his pardon for the poor wretch who had dared to 
place an obstacle in the way of his holy commission." 
Then, descending lirom the pulpit, he desired them 
all to pray for the sinner, and that the devil with 
which he was possessed might be cast out. The 
congregation with one accord threw themselves 
on their knees, and commenced in a low voice to 
repeat the litany; while my master, before he 
approached the possessed sinnn* with the cross and 
holy water, turning his eyes to heaven till the whites 
could only be seen, delivered a pious oration, which 
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drew tears from the eyes of the hearers. This being 
finished, he commanded the holy bull to be bronght 
and placed on the head of the posEeseed, and imme- 
diately the sinner of an Al^uazil begsn by degrees 
to recover himself. Directly he was restored to 
consciouBness, he threw himself at the feet of the 
holy commissary, and implored his pardon. He con- 
fessed that what he did was by the commandment of 
the Devil, who was excessively annoyed at the 
appearance of the holy man, and was fearful that'he 
should lose his dominion over the people if they 
were to purchase his indulgences. My master, in 
the most benevolent manner, pardoned him, and 
interchanged kindnesses with him, giving him advice 
rery much to his comfort and advantage. Great 
now was the demand for indulgences amongst the 
bystanders, and not an individual would go from 
church without one, neither man woman nor child. 

The news Hooa spread, and people came flodcing 
from all parts, so that no sermons were necessary in 
the church to convince them of the benefits likely to 
result to the purchasers. The inn where we resided 
was crowded with applicants, and wherever we went 
in that district, thousands of indulgences were sold 
without a single sermon being preached. I must 
confess that I, amongst many others, was deceived 
at the time, .and thought my master a miracle of 
Sanctity ; but hearing the merriment which it 
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afirarded to the holy commiBBary and tie Algatajl, 
I be^an to suspect that it orig^nUed in the peca- 
liarly fertile invention of my master, and although 
yovn^, from that moment I ceased to be a child of 
grace; for I argued within myself, "If I, being an 
eye-witnesB to such an imposition, could almost 
belieTe it, how man^ minre, amongst this poor inno- 
cent people, must be imposed on by these robbers." 
I {[oitted my fifth master at the end of four 
monthB, during which I experienced some very 
£itiguing and unpleasant adventures. 



1 NEXT entered into arrangements with a certain 
chaplain whom I met in the great church, and who 
seeing in me a well- grown and conditioned youth, 
took me forthwith into bis service, and put under 
my care a fine ass, and four narrow necked pitchers, 
along with a whip, with all which I commenced to 
cry one of the four elements, namely, pure water, 
through the city. 

This was the first step which I had yet made 
towards attaining an easy life, for I had here a 
mouthful at wUl. Every day I delivered to my 
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master thirty maraTedis, and on the Sabbatha I 
gained what I could for myself, amoimtiiig', with 
what I made in the week, to at least thirty more. 
Such was my Buccese in this new ofSce, that at the 
end of four years, hy the use of some csution and 
address, 1 begran to cut a rery gentlemanhke ap- 
pearance out of my master's wardrobe, by the sale 
of which I was enabled to buy a doublet of old 
fustian, a large coat with trimmed sleeves, and a 
cloak lined with silk, besides one of the old bmous 
swords of Cnellar. I bad no sooner beheld rayself 
thus arrayed like a man of some note, than 1 re- 
quested of my master to take care of the ass him- 
self, for that I had done with that particular office. 



Having bidden the chaplain ferewell, I joined 
the train of justice, and entered the service of an 
Algnazil. I did not, however, remain in it long, 
inasmuch as I found it a dangerous employment, and 
particularly on one night, when a party we were 
conducting set on and stoned us, treating my mas* 
ter, whom they killed, exceedingly ill, bat fortnnately 
stopping short of that with mysel£ 
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With this I threw up th« trade, and conBidering 
in what mode I should next lire with a little more 
safety and ease, as well as profit, to snpply mj old 
age, it pleased Heaven to enlighten and pnt me into 
a much better way, insomuch that I for^t all my 
past anxieties and puns in the feroar of those iriends 
and g:entlemen who procured me — an office under 
the royal government ; for I saw that no one so well 
thrived as he who held such a situation. Hiia also 
I yet keep, and flourish in it, with the permission of 
God, and of every good customer. In &ct, my chaise 
is tliat of making pubUc proclamation of the wine 
which is sold in tiiese places, and at auctions, &c. ; 
of bearing those company who suffer persecution for 
justice' sake, and publishing to the world, with a loud 
voice, their &nlts. 

I have succeeded in the office so well, and with so 
much ease, that almost all matters relating to it are 
known to go through my hands, insomuch, that the 
man who has got wine or other thing to sell, begins 
to think it a losing concern if Lazaro de Tonnes has 
not something to do with it. 

About this time, perceiving my ability and my 
style of life, the arch-priest of Salvador, to whom 1 
was introduced, and who was iinder obligation to me 
fi>r crying his wine, shewed his sense of it by uniting 
me with one of his own domestics. 

I conceived that nothing but a favourable influence 
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uid patronage would nccme from this Btap, and from 
that honr I have never repented it ; far besides 
being a good creature, diligent and nseiul, my wife 
has preserved the conntenance of my lord arch-priest, 
and on holydays and feBtirals,be is sore to make her 
some solid present, either frtAn his larder or his 
wardrobe, which really serreB to keep as in good 
plight ; and as to house rent, he engaged for'us, and 
we live within a short distance of him. Many a 
good day, in feet, we celebrate at his own table ; bat 
evil.tongueB will be busy, and give out all kinds of 
reports, as to all this being done more out of com- 
pliment to my wife, than to myself. God give the 
world more grace to tell the truth ; not that my 
wife disturbs herself for the wagging of a tvw 
tongnes, and a little barking where they cannot bite. 
Our good priest, moreover, came one day, and thus 
addressed me; "Lazaro, my Mend, whoever pays 
attention to the envious remarks of others, will 
never thrive. I say it, lest you should heed what 
they say respecting your wife's visits to see her old 
master : it is aU kindly meant ; and yonr honour is 
safe, that I can promise you. Dream not of honour 
then, but stick to profit, and conduct thyself like a 

" My lord," I replied, " it is true, that some of 
my Mends have touched upon this subject, and even 
dared to assert, that, before my marriage with your 
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maid, she had already been brought to bed three ' 
times, speaking; with all reverence, by means of yoor 
lordship ; sach is the power of calomny in iU-dis- 
posed minds." 

Upon' hearing this, my wife, who . was present, 
began to cross herself and appeal to all the saints, so 
that I feared the honse would open nnder our feet ; 
after tMs she buret into a loud weeping, and rapped 
out a thousand maledictions upon the head of him 
who had first joined her in wedlock with Lazaro de 
Tormee — my humble self. " Would," she said, " I 
had died, ere that Altai word had issued from these 
lips." But I on one side, and my lord on the other, 
soon succeeded in drying her tears, vowing, as I did, 
never to allude, in the slightest manner, to that deli- 
cate subject more, assuring her that such was my 
confidence, that I would be glad to see her going at 
all hours, either by night or day, int« my good patron's 
house. In this way we all three soon becamereconciled 
to ourselves and to each other. Never to this day 
has a hint escaped me relative to the matter ; and if I 
bear any one so much as approach the most distant 
confines of it, I seize him by the button, and exclaim, 
" If you be a friend of mine, do not utter what you 
know will give me pain ; for I do not bold him a true 
one who wishes to excite mischief, and more espe- 
cially t>etween me and my wife — the object to whom 
I am most attached in life, and who, by the grace of 
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God, confers od me ^eater benefit than I can ever 
deserve. 1 would swettr to you, by the Holy Host, 
she is as gYiod a wife as lives witbin the walls of 
Toledo; and let my worst enemy say no, and I will 
fight him on that theme to the death." 

AU this happened the same year that our victorious 
Emperor Charles made his entry into this cele- 
brated city of Toledo, and there held his court, 
bringing with him a season of feast and jubilee, of 
which all must have heard. 



At this time I bad reached my most prosperous 
" and palmy state." I was at the top of the ladder, 
and enjoyed all kind of good fortune. Wherever I 
went I was accompanied hy a good assortment of 
iruits and other rarities, such as m« produced and 
cried in this our favoured land, samples of all which 
I displayed to view ; and thus obtained such a con- 
nection, both among natives and foreigners, that I 
found open house wheresoever I chos% to direct my 
steps. I was, in short, such a &Tourite, that, I 
believe, had I wished to kill a man ont of mere 
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whim, or cbtmced to fall into any horrible Bcrape, I 
Bhoold hare found every body npon my Bide, and g;ot 
clear off by means of noble frienda and connections 
in high life. I nerer left them empty-handed ; they 
always took £rom me some of the most choice articles 
in the city — a city in which we spent so glorions a 
life. When in their company, they never permitted 
ns to pat oar hands into our pockets or expend the 
least item, declaring that, both on my wife's acconnt 
and my own, they should take it as an affront. I 
could not find words to express the pleasure 1 felt in 
their society j and not only this — but they crowded 
our table with every delicacy of the season ; so that 
every day we had a store by us enoug'h to lest a 
whole femily for a week. In this land of plenty 
I often recalled to mind my days of &st and penance, 
and gave thanks to the Lord that things, both in 
general and in particular, went so well. 
But as the old proverb has it : — 

" Quien toea te bari, 
O u te ir& 6 Be morira." 

So indeed it happened to me, for the grand coart 
changed its residence ; and though my great friends 
wished me to go along with them, and promised me 
fine things, I bethought me agun of the old saying, 
that a " bird in the hand is worth two in the bush," 
and so we took leave of them with many expressions 
of sonrow and regret. 
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Of a truth, bad I not been married I conld have 
gone along witb them, — bo much was their societf 
agreeable to my taste, and their life, moreoTer, being 
one erery way worthy of imitation ; abonnding in all 
that ia good and pleasing, and anffering none within 
its happy sphere to feel any wish unsatisfied. 

But the lore of my wife and of my country pre- 
vailed; and I remained in this city, although well 
known to its inhabitants, apart from the pleasures of 
a court and the aociety of such friends. My aatia- 
Action waa ahortly afterwards increased by the birth 
of a daughter ; a little beauty, which my wife de- 
clared by all the aainfa ahe believed to be my own. 
This happy state I now conceived would continue; 
bat fortune aoon began to show another aspect, and a 
freeh series of miseries and difficulties of every kind 
followed her altered looks, which ended in death, and 
which it would be too cruel and severe a task for me 
to pretend to recount. 
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Mateo Alehak was a writer of conaidenibk 
eminence in the rei^ of Philip 11^ altboogb the 
particulars of his life are few. We learn irom 
Nicholas Antonio, that he was a native of Seville, 
and was employed under the goTemmeiit ; but 
having a distaste for such-occapation, he threw up 
his situation, and crossed the sea to Mexico, in 
which city he was some time a resident, and pub- 
lished there, in the year 1609, his " Ortogrt^ 
CatttHatMi" likewise a life of San Antonio de 
Padua, with an eulogium on the life of that saint, 
written in very good Latin. He was also the 
anthor of a Latin dialogue colled " Prometkevi," in 
imitation of Lucian. 

Bat the work which has gained for him the title 
of novelist, and classed him amongst that school, 
so hnmoronsly and happily conceived and brought 
into popular regard by Mendoza,— is his " Vita 
del Picaro Guzman d'Alfarache i" of which that 
honoured plagiarist, Le Sage, knew so well how to 
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avul himself in after times, Bccommodatingr his 
literary Urceny to the habits aod taste of hie own 
coimtrymen. 

The work has been translated into evei^ European 
language ; and a 1>ook well deeerves the honour 
which has, since the year 1599, eix years before 
Cervantes gained immortal renown by his Don 
Quixote, preserved its national popularity unim- 
piured, and which ponrtrays with the most vivid 
exactitude, the most pure morality, chastened and 
correct language, and an easy and natural style, the 
manners of the Spanish tervtles, the wretched and 
destitute, an important class in a nation so snbjected 
to the privil^vd orders. He has moreover mixed 
and contrasted the picture with that of the more ex- 
clusive orders which infiuenced European society at 
that period. 

That corruption of literary taste which originated 
in excessive refinement, had not then shewn itself; 
liut the work is not free from other defects, which 
may be attributed to the nature of the composition, 
and the age in which it was written. 

Desirous of pourtraying the actual state of things, 
the author sometimes represents them worse than 
they were; and aiming at the familiar and colloquial, 
he sometimes quits a graceiul irony for low satire 
and buffoonery. 

But, with all these defects, it ranks higher than 
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aaj works of the class which had been previoiiBly 
written ; and infinitely superior to that which ap- 
peared from the pen of his imitator, Lop«x de 
Uheda, called " La Picara Juttina," ft book richly 
deserving the contempt with which it is treated by 
the critical cnrate who passes judgment on Don 
Quixote's library. 
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AN INNKEEPER AT CANTIXiANA. 



When we arrired at CantHlana, oar cotnpanioae, 
whoee conTergation liad helped to beguile oar time 
on the road, lefl ub to seek their respective places of 
eotertainment : and I then enquired of my lidend 
the carrier, where he intended that we should pass 
the itight ? " O," said he, " never fear ; I know a 
capital inn, where we shall be well treated." He 
then took me to a honse, which I afterwards found 
to belong to one of the greatest knaves in the dis- 
trict, where there was as little appearance of good 
cheer as of amusement; and which, in comparison 
with the place I had left, was at much about the 
same rate of exchange as " leaping from the frying- 
pan into the fire." 

There is an inviolable law in Andalusia, which 
forbids the breeding of mules under the heaviest 
penalties. Now it happened, that onr innkeeper had 
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a little mare, which proved to be with fod; a result 
which had been undatifdllj effected without the know- 
ledge or consent of her master. When the time 
arrived, ae thongh bent on her owner's ruin, the 
mare brought forth a mule ; which circumstance 
however was fortunately only known to the inn- 
keeper himself, who had placed her in a stable by 
herself, and had taken the earliest opportunity of 
aecertaihing the result. Frightened to death at the 
first sight of the little animal which seemed bom to 
ruin him, he vowed its instant destruction ; but like 
a provident person of his class, he reflected, that if 
not known the occurrence might yet be turned to his 
advantage. At night, therefore, when every one 
was asleep, he arose and slaughtered the little beast; 
but instead of carefully burying the carcase, he deter- 
mined on a more advantageous disposal of it ; so he 
cut it up and pat it into pickle. 

It was at this period we arrived at the inn : the 
evening was not fiir advanced ; so that our host had 
plenty of time to arrange our beds and supper. My 
companion immediately began to count his gains ; but 
I, worn oat with &tigue, threw myself at iiill length 
on the floor, and was some time before I could stir. 
My legs and thighs were quite sore, and my feet 
swollen with ridiug so &r without stirrups ; my 
buttocks were completely scarified ; my sides aching 
with pain ; my whole person, in &ct, was more or 
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leas injund, and, to crown all, I wu ravenously 
hungry. 

When my companion had finished his calculation, 
turning' to me, " Well, friend," said he, " what think 
you of Bupper 7" I replied, " that I thought it qnite 
time we should have it ; for that it would be neces- 
sary to rise early in the morning if we wished to get 
to Caculla in good time to make onr bai^ains," We 
then called the landlord, and asked him if he had 
anything for sopper?'* 

" Aye, that I have," said he, " and of the best too, 
111 warrant ye." He seemed to be a bustling, shaip, 
clever sort of person, and moreover such a specious 
talker, that the knave completely imposed on me. 
1 took what lie said in good part, and returned a 
thousand. thanks to Providence, that, after such laboor 
and fatigue, and after all my past affliction, I was at 
last fixed in a place, where I should at least be sure 
of good treatment. I am not sure whether I have 
ever related a story of a certain labouring man whom 
I knew at Olias, a village near Toledo. 1 do not 
repeat it with any irreverent notion, for I believe I 
am as good a Christian as most people ; — bnt this 
labourer was playing at a game of cards called 
primera, with some others of his acquaintance, — 
" Thanks be to God for this game," cried the re- 
joiced bnmpkin with whom he was playing, " for he 
has givenme primera." " You have not so much 
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occasion to thank him this turn," returned the other, 
laughing at hia own better Inck, ■< for, praised be his 
holy name, he has g;iyen me a fiuth." And eo it 
happened with me, as 1 shall presently recount. 

"Pray what hare jon for supper?" asked my 
companion, of our host. The rog:ue replied, " Yes* 
terday I killed a beautiiul calf; for not having good 
pasture for the cow, who was getting oat of flesh, I 
was obliged to kill the calf at eight days' old. The 
veal is all ready and untouched, therefore yoa may 
choose what part you like best." On hearing this 
piece of good fortune we threw up our caps in the 
air, and, forg-etting our fatigue, performed a thousand 
antic tricks for joy, which having subsided a little, 
we returned to the subject of the veal, the bare men- 
tion of which made my month water. We left it to 
the host to choose for us, trusting to his good taste 
for our satis&ction ; and presently we saw a clean 
cloth laid, — some bread, better than I had been 
accustomed to, — very good wine, and a dish of fresh 
Ballad. This, however, was of little moment to a 
stomach possessing such space as mine, and there- 
fore I reserved my force for the veal ; but as appear- 
ances often deceive the best judges, there is no 
great marvel if a hungry man should for once be 
mistaken. 

The Tuscan reasons well, when he warns you 
never to place confidence in the promises of women. 
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tntvellere, or innkeepers, and, leoat of all, those who 
praise themselves; for the greater part of all those, 
he says, are but little scmpulDas about the tmth. 
After the salad, were brought two small plates, on 
each of which was placed a small piece of roast meat. ' 
I say small piece, for the cunning rogue was aware 
that abundance would speedily satisfy oar appetites, 
and that with a tiiU belly the cheat would be easily 
detected. As it was, we eat with relish'what was 
set before us ; and finding ourselves still hungry, 
desired something more. In regard to my compa- 
nion, it was not to be wondered at, seeing that he 
was bom amongst savages, of parents little better 
than brutes, and eating every thing, as it were, with 
a garlic tooth, for these low people have but little 
taste to distinguish good from bad. There are few 
of them in whom the senses arrive at any perfection. 
Although they see, yet they are blind to what they 
ought to see ; and if they hear, they can never hear 
rightly. They are like dogs, that devour the meat 
without tasting ; or like the ostrich, that can swallow 
a red-hot horse-shoe. Indeed, we might go a little 
fhrther, and say, that a double-soled boot which had 
seen the service of three winters in Madrid, would 
not come amies to them ; for I swear to yon, that I 
have actually seen one of these fellows, in a fit of 
hunger, pluck a cap from the head of a page, and 
devour it entire 1 
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But erea I, brought up among;st ^nteel uid well- 
bred people, did not diacover the cheat, so great was 
my hunger. This &ct mast alone plead laj excuse, 
for, my appetite was large, too large, for my eyes 
to see clearly what I was about. The treacherous 
landlord gave his meat sparingly; it is not sur- 
prising, therefore, that, with, such slender oppor- 
tunities of judging, the quality of the feast con- 
tented me. Hare you never heard, that no bread 
comes amiss to a hungry manP Then I repeat, 
that I found it delicious, and left it unwillingly. I 
enquired of the host whether be had any thing 
more. He asked whether we should like some of 
the brains fried in butter ; and we no sooner sig- 
nified our assent, than they were dressed without 
loss of time. In the interim we were furnished 
with a little dish of tripe, which, not appearing to 
me to smell very savoury, I left to my companion, 
who dispatched it without farther ceremony. I 
rather rejoiced at the avidity with which my com- 
pution devoured the tripe, thinking that I should 
have a better share of the brains; but in this I 
deceived myself; it did not in the slightest degree 
impair bis capabilities for further execution, for on - 
their appearance he set to work again with as much 
good will as though he had not touched a morsel 
the whole day. When they placed the eggs and 
brains on the table, at the sight of the omelet my 
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companion bnrst ont into a violent fit of Isoghter, 
at which I was not a little tunozed, thinking that 
he intended to spare mj appetite bj recalling to 
memory my late adventure. The landlord, who had 
been watching ue both very narrowlj, and was 
doubtless on thorns to bear what we had to aayi 
hearing this exuberance of mirth, which appeared 
to him 80 strange and unseasonable) he began to be 
disturbed, thinking we suspected bis cheat. Not 
giving himself time to consider whetiier any thing 
else WHS capable of provoking our mirth, and as the 
guilty man is always afhud of fais own shadow, 
supposing every movement is against him, and that 
the very wind will make known his dehnquency ; 
so this poor scoundrel, although hardened in roguery, 
was this time trembling with apprehension. 

In fact, rogues of all descriptions are generally 
cowards ; like thieving dogs, if yon only look at 
them, they run away. Our landlord was frightened 
enough, I can tell you, aa it was but natural be 
should be, in common with all those who live by 
similar means. He lost his stirrups without knowing 
how to regain them, saying, " I swear to you it is 
nothing else but veal ; there is no occasion to langh ; 
I could give you a hundred proofs if necessary." In 
saying these words his countenance became as red 
aa fire ; the blood seemed ready to start from his 
cheeks, and sparka to flash from his eyes. My 
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irieud, the carrier, looking^ up very cooUy at this 
ebullition of the host — " AnA pray what is the 
matter with yon, my Mend F" said he, " no one 
asked you how old yon were. la there any law in 
this inn to prevent any body from laughing without 
asking your leave P Or is there any thing to pay for 
such a liberty 7 Just leave people to langh or cry 
as they please, and attend to yonr own business. 
For my part, if I conld find anything to amuse me 
at yonr expense, I am just the sort of man to laugh 
most heartily. As to these eggs, tbey remind me 
of some which my companion ate at an inn three 
leagues from this place." He then recounted the 
story of my mishap, during which recital, our land- 
lord, relieved from bis alarm, did not &il to ble«s 
himself heartily, exclaiming against the villany of 
the world, apostrophizing the sacred name a thou- 
sand times, and lifting up hia eyes to heaven with a 
most pious fervour, he exclaimed, " Onr lady bless 
and save us ; did any one ever hear the like ? Bad 
luck to those who perform their office badly, say I ;" 
and I believe he verily meant what he said, the 
malediction in no way applying to him; for although 
a professed rogue, he was as expert at his office as 
any one who ever took to the trade. He seemed to 
be quite uneasy at the recital of such scandalous 
conduct in an innkeeper, exclaiming with the nt-. 
most apparent indignation, " Why is such a vile inn 



-In Google 



140 



ftllowed to continue ? How can sach an in&mouH 
woman pus without the chastiaemeat of Providence ? 
A bareftced hag, to practice ench infiunj' and the 
earth not to swallow her up I All innkeepers onght 
to rise against her, for it is such people that bring 
an honest calling into disrepute. It always seems 
strange how rogues con go on from day to day, and 
practice the some iniquity with impunity, or what 
the Alguozils can be atiout to permit it ; but I sup- 
pose that they will not see what is not conTenient, 
as the proverb says, ' One man may steal a horse, 
while another may not look orer the hedge.' For 
my port, 1 am of opinion, as the proverb eaje, ' That 
every little makes mickle,' and therefore, would 
rather lay by an honest penny now and then, trusting 
to the future for a little competency, than get rich 
in a hurry by rognery." 

1 was about to reply to this honest effusion of the 
host, but he was warm and eloquent on the subject 
of honesty, and only having stopped to take breatb, 
proceeded : " ' Evil to him who acts evilly,' as the 
saying is, is my motto. No, my masters, thanks be 
to the Virgin Mary, that with oH my poverty, no 
one shall be dissatisfied with his treatment in my 
house. Every thing here is sold for what it really 
is, — no cat for hare, no old ewe for young mutton. 
Honesty of conscience is what I desire, and a dear 
countenance before all the world." Here his breath 
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feilin^, he was obliged to cense, and beiog tired him- 
self, thought he wonld give us as little labour as 
possible, by bringing us, for our dessert after supper, 
a few walnuts and olives, about as big as nnta. We 
desired our host to let us have, in the morning, a 
little more of the meat for breakfast, which he pro- 
mised ; and looking out for the softest part of the 
floor, we spread our mattrasses, and composed our- 
selves to sleep. 

When I awoke in the morning, if I had placed 
mj'self in the middle of the Square at Seville, or at 
the door of my own mother, I question whether I 
should have been recognized, so covered was I with 
fleas, who appeared to be indemnifying themselves 
for a year of abstinence, on mj unfortunate carcass. 
I arose just as though I had the measles, so com- 
pletely was my body covered with the marks of these 
little vermin. But fortune was Javourable to me in 
this particular, for what witii the fiitigue of my jour- 
ney the day before, and having drank a little more 
wine than ordinary, my bed was a perfect paradise, 
from which I should not have risen, had not my 
companion roused me, by suggesting the propriety of 
having early mass, and reminded me that we bad 
seven good leagues to travel to our journey's end. 

It was but just daylight when we were dressed 
and ready for our breakbst, which was speedily 
brought us by that paragon of honest innkeepers, our 
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iBndlord. My companion attacked it with his accns- 
tomed appetit« ; every monthfnl Beemed to him as 
tender as the breast of a turkey, and he praised the 
meat, as though he had never eaten anything so good 
in bis life. For my part I was obliged to take its 
excellency solely on his word, and &lsely transferred 
the original sin of its parental ass, to my want of 
good taste. But to speak serionsly, it was bad, and 
told plaiuly of itself it was not veal. It tasted hard 
and nnsaroury, and the little I ate at snpper, 
remained still on my stomach. Attboogh with some 
degree of apprehensioB and reproral from my com- 
rade, yet I could not avoid complaining to the host. 
" Hub meat is so tough, and of such httle relish, 
that I declare 1 can hardly get my teeth into it," 
said I. " Don't you see," he replied, " that it is 
iresh, and has not yet taken the salt?" " It not 
only wants the salt," remarked the carrier to the 
host, " but this gentleman has been reared on sweet- 
meats and fresh eggs ; therefore, all you could bring 
him he would think hard and unsavoury." At this 
reproof I shrugged my shoulders and held my tongue, 
although I was but ill satisfied, yet without exactly 
knowing why. Then I began to recollect the pro- 
digious taking of our host the night before, when he 
swore the meat was really veal. This seemed strange ; 
and, solely because he swore to the truth of what 
he avowed, I thought he lied ; because, in common 
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cases, there is no necessity to g»ear to the trath. 
I can hardly say whether I actaally suspected evil ; 
bat, to say the least, my opinion of oar host iras now 
none of the best. 

I called for the acconnt ; but my companion 
insisted on paying it : therefore, not wishing to 
disoblige hiai, conceiving it to be an act of pure 
friendship, I left it to him. I conld not help 
rejoicing inwardly at the good feeling of the carrier 
towards me, paying for every thing on the road, and 
allowing me to go free, and hoped from my heart 
that I might continue to meet with sach obliging 
persons, who would have a like consideration for my 
youth and slender equipment. And because the car* 
rier should not eay with respect to me that the 
infernal abode was choked with ingrates, seeing that 
he paid for me, I began to think how I could best 
assist him, and set to work to water his asses, 
untying them from the manger, that they might 
finish their com while they were loading, and 
rubbing their ears and heads. 

While I was engaged in this employment, I placed 
- my cloak in a recess of the wall, when, in the 
twinkling of an eye, it disappeared, withoat my 
knowing where or by what means. I immediately 
suspected that the host or my companion had 
sen%ted it for a joke ; however, it became past a 
joke when they declared seriously that they knew 
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nothing of it. I was Teiy mnch astoniBhed ; for, on 
looking towards the door, I saw that it had not been 
opened) and I knew that the host and onr two selves 
were the only occupants of the plsce. Thinking that 
I mast have made a mistake and hare left it some- 
where else, without saying a word more, I began to 
search the house. As I passed from room to room, 
I happened to look by chance into a small back yard, 
and there I saw a great quantity of blood on the 
gronnd ; and, looking further, 1 beheld the skin of a 
young mnle stretched out, and near it the h^d, which 
only wanted the tangne and brains. This point con- 
finned my donbts ; and, while the host was busy, I 
called my companion, and showed him from what 
larder we had been indebted for our break&st and 
supper. 

" Now, my friend," said 1, "it appears to me that 
one does not always feed on sweetmeats and fresh 
eggs. This is the real which you praised with so 
much gravity, and this the inn where you promised 
such fine entertainment. What do yon think of your 
landlord BOW ? and of the supper and breakfast he 
has given you 7 The honest man who never gives 
cat for hare, or old ewe for young mutton ? The 
worthy whose utmost desire it is to have a clear 
countenance before the whole world?" 

Although I suffered from the discovery, as may 
easily be imagined by any one who has by chance 
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encountered a similar misfortune, yet I could hardly 
repress a certain feeling: of merriment nbich the scene 
excited, wid which served in eome measure to subdue 
the unpleasantness of the recollection. 

Thinking that, possessing- the secret, I could make 
my host produce my cloak, I took courage and began 
to call lustily about me. I plainly challenged him 
with the theft, and he as resolutely denied it. I 
threatened to bring the justice to his house, though 
without saying a word of what I had seen ; but he, 
seeing that I was a poor boy, treated me with the 
utmost contempt, threatened me with the whip, and 
made use of language peculiar to cowards when they 
impose on persons weaker than themselveH. But as 
the weakest thing will turn when trodden on, so, 
with my slender strength, on a repetition of the 
insult, did I seize on a brick, and hurled it at him 
with such force, that, had he not avoided the blow, I 
ehould have bad little occasion for further justice. 
But he escaped me; and, running quickly into hts 
room, sallied from thence with a naked sword. He 
came against me; and I, already beginning to quake 
for my life, took up two large pebble stones with 
which the floor was paved, and stood on my defence ; 
which, when the rascal saw, his courage seemed to be 
checked. 

During this scene, the uproar became so great, 
that the people of the place grew alarmed, and the 
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neighbours came ruahing towards na, together with 
the justice and lawyers. Two alcaldes arrived 
together, for the purpose of accommodating both 
parties; and the lawyers iastantlj proceeded to 
business, by endeaToaring tH in their power to 
incense one party against the other. 
' In answer to their enquiries into the matter, I 
told them frankly all that had passed with respect to 
the cloak ; but, taking the magistrates aside, I made 
them acquainted with the circumstance of onr find^ 
ing the mule, and the manner in which we had been 
treated. These worthies wished first to assure them- 
selves of this Iftct ; hut, thinking they had time for 
all things, commenced by ordering the innkeeper to 
prison, who, under the supposition that the charge 
against him related entirely to the cloak, and knowing 
the little evidence I had respecting it, behaved with 
the utmost effrontery, making it all a matter of jest, 
and disputing with the carrier whether I had ever 
had one. 

His vaunting was, however, but of short duration ; 
for, seeing his pickle-tubs brought out by my direc- 
tion, and, after that, the skia and refuse of the mule, 
he seemed actually petrified with fear; so much so, 
that, fallingon his knees, he confessed his delinquency, 
without attempting to conceal a single circumstance ; 
thus proving, as I before said, that the greatest rogues 
are always the greatest cowards. 



.■byGoti^le 



ouzHAN d'alfarache. 147 

Fearful of being pnt to the torture, be then coa- 
fesBed hia nnmeroBB villanies, which, it appearedi were 
not limited to the plunder of paesengerB at his inn, 
bnt occauonall}' on the highway. I lent an attentiTe 
ear to his confesaion, hoping that Bome light might 
hare been thrown on the disappearance of my cloak ; 
but in vain — he owed me too much good will to let 
me be a gainer by hia down&ll. 

Onr honest friend waa then sent to prison, and we 
were detained aome time to give our eridence against 
him, after which we were allowed to pursue onr 
journey. We rejoined onr companion of the night 
before) with whom we made merry with onr adven- 
ture. Coming away BO quickly, we forgot to attenil 
mass, which I lamented much, and it struck me then, 
as I found it afterwards, that a had beginning has 
generally an indifferent cloae. 



In spite of the article conttuned in the tenth 
statute of the common law promulgated concerning 
the state of mendicity, I considered it would be 
imprudent to make open avowal of the secret I had 
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learnt from Corduan for the benefit of all. We 
neverthelesB liyed in perfect harmony togfether. In 
the evenings we used to aaaemble, Bome ten or 
twelve of na, and amused oureelves with discnasing 
the different kind of new exclamations we had hit 
upon, to ronse public sympathy in our behalil Such 
was the skill of a few, that they had jnrent«d forms 
of benediction from which they derived considerable 
profit by the sale of them to other less ingenibns 
heads than their own; so great was their novelty 
and eflScacy with all classes. 

On every festival we went earlyin the morning 
to church, where plenary indulgence was always 
granted us. We placed ourselves in the most con- 
venient stations ; we continued there the whole 
morning ; and towards evening we issued forth into 
the neighbouring villages, calling at the country 
seats and Arm-houses on our road. From these we 
usuallj brought away some slices of bacon, bread and 
cheese, eggs, and sometimes old clothes and other 
articles 1 so successfully did we work iipon the 
charity of the good people. Did a person above the 
common rank happen to make his appearance, we 
instantly tmited in setting up a loud lamentation, 
even at a distance, giving him time to put his hand 
into his pocket, and vociferating louder and loader 
the nearer he came, so as to compel him in a manner 
to be charitable. 
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' If we met a number of good citizens together, and 
bad leisure to prepare to accost them in due form, each 
played his own part, — one the hlmd, another the hall, 
a third the dumb, a fourth the paralytic, a fifth the 
idiotic, and Bome with crutches, making altc^ether 
a complication of human misery and distortion, which, 
with the most able at our head, was sure to penetrate 
into the pockets even of the callous. Could you but 
bare heard the concord of sweet sounds we made at 
the crisis that decided the balance in our &vour. 
We beseeched the Lord to bless them with lovely 
children, — to return their bounty a hundred fold, — 
and long to preserve their precious health. Not a 
party of pleasure could be got up, not a single festival 
pass but we had some share in it ; so that however 
much others expended we gained by them; and so 
acute was our scent that we could smell the prepara- 
tion for them at an enormous distance. 

In the same way, the mansions of the cardinals, 
the bishops, and ambassadors, with all kind of open 
houses, were successfully besieged and occupied by 
us. Thus we might truly be said to possess all, 
levying as we did a tax upon all, thocgh really 
having nothing. I know not how my comrades felt 
inclined on receiving charity from the hands of a 
pretty lady ; bnti for my part, miserable sinner, 
when I accosted a young creature, enchanting both 
in face and figure, I looked her steadily in the face 
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wbile I wked with my ejee fixed upon hers. If she 
g^ve me any thing-, I csaght her hand, pressed it 
affectionately, and imprinted upon it a kies in the 
ferronr of my gratitude) before she had time to 
withdraw it. Yet so respectfolly, or rather, hypo- 
criticaUy was this done, that the lady, not being 
preTionsly aUrmed, took the whole in good part, as 
a transport of gratefiil joy. 

What are called the pleasnres of life, — erroneonsly 
snpposed to be monopolized by the great and the 
wealthy of this best of worlds, — are, in bet, the 
chief property of as mendicants, who feel no dnw- 
back, bnt taste their flavonr with a double relish, 
without a tithe of their anxiety «nd trouble to obtain 
them. Had the happy fellows no other privilege 
than that of asking freely, and receiving without the 
least touch of shame or pun, it is such a one as the 
rest of mankind cannot boftst ; if we only exc^ 
monarchs and their royal families, who, without a 
blush, can demand what they please from their good 
people, while the sole difference between them and 
other be^ars is, that they always wring oat silver 
and gold even from the poorest people, while we 
require nothing bnt a mere trifle from the most prood 
and wealthy. There is no condition, therefore, more 
happy and respectable than that of the mendicant, 
but all do not know their own happiness : — " beati 
gi sua bona norlnt-." 
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The most part of us, — wholly sunk in the enjoy- 
ment of mere animul life ; insensible of the true 
pleasure of Jiring independently, free from strife, 
from all specnlative losses, all intrigues of state, 
eternal busiaras ; in short, from the infernal embaT' 
rassment in which the great are involred, — to the 
day of their death have the folly to enry what they 
ought to aroid. The first man who embraced our 
kind of life, must, from his very nature, have been 
much better than the great — I mean a great philoso- 
pher. 

I bad been led to think that this noble frftter- 
nity was safe from the usual shocks of foitune, but 
the maUcious goddess made them occasionally feel 
the effects of her ire, — throwing little stumbling- 
blocks in their way, much like the one I broke my 
shins over, when on a visit at Gaeta, whither I had 
gone out of curiosity, and in the idea that a man, 
already able in the profession, would only need to 
enter the town to feel a revivifying shower of alms 
poured upon him from all sides. No sooner was I 
there, than, having) assumed a new complexion, 1 
placed myself at the entrance into a church. As 
lock would have it, the governor of the place was 
then passing, and after k>oking at me very earnestly 
for a few moments, he gave me alms. A number of 
the natives immediately followed bis example, and it 
acted as a continued benediction for me during more 
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f hui a week ; but there is h medium in all things, and 
I did not observe the golden rule. On the next fes* 
tiral, my complexion appearing- no longer ingenious 
enough, I changed it for a hnge nicer on my leg, 
and for this purpose, I put in practice one of the 
choicest secrets given me by Cordiun. 

After having put my leg into this elegant case, I 
took an advantageous station at the entrance to a 
well frequented church. There, setting up a sorrow- 
iul howl, caused by the new pain I felt fi*am th€ 
ulcer, I caught the eye of almost every one. that 
passed. I thought I excited the compassion of ell 
who looked on me, but unluckily my nibicond com- 
plexion, which I had neglected to sicken over with 
white, seemed to give the lie to my lamentations, 
and might well excite sugpidon ; but good pei^le arb 
not over suspicious, and I heard the golden shower 
dropping sweetly and plentifully, as they wentinto 
the bouse of prayer. In short, 1 got more than all 
the rest of my brethren put together, and they 
wished me at the devil, with my ulcer, that bron^t 
the capital into one bank. 

As the stars at last would hare it, there came the 
governor to hear mass at this very church, — surely 
for my sins, — and he recognized my Yoice ia a mo- 
ment, surveying me intently from bead to foot. Yes, 
it was my voice, for elsewhere I was impenetrable; my 
whole person being disguised in the most eSectoal 
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er, with a huge napkin round my head, reach- 
ing down to my nose. Alas I he was a man of strong; 
natural penetration, and BUGpicious as the deril ; for, 
aa he fixed me with his eyes, he seemed to be saying 
within himself, '■ For these several days past, I have 
heard, I hare seen, this odd-looking fish ; is it pos* 
sible he has got so dreadful an nicer — all at once I 
Let us examine a little fcrther." " Friend," he 
observed, " you seem io a sad plight ; yonr case 
tmly deserves compassion ; come, follow me, 1 will 
at least give you a ehirt to yonr back." 

I had the indiscretioa to obey, for I suspected 
nothing. -Had I so done, spite of all the people at 
bis heels, I vow I would have given him the slip, 
and saved my unfortunate carcass. He had no 
sooner got me safely housed, than he assumed a cold 
and severe aspect, from which I augured nothing 
pleasant. He then asked me sharply, if I were not 
the person he had seen at the door of a church, with 
a complexion as pale as death ? I grew pale enongh 
indeed, at this, and lost all presence of mind ; I could 
not deny it : and when he asked me how I had got 
BO speedily cured of my scalded head, and other 
infirmities, I was still more puzzled than before. 
" BeaideSi" he continued, " I cannot comprehend 
how, with that ruddy complexion of thine, then 
haet got such a terrible ulcer in the leg." " My 
Lord," replied I, quite disconcerted, and trembling 
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every limb, " I know not how it is, except that it is 
the will of God." 

Bnt what wu nxj anxiety, whea I heard the 
^venior direct one of his meeBengers to go and call 
in a aarg«on. I saw what waa coming, and would 
have made an attempt to save myself, had not ^e 
doors been thready closed upon me. Not a chance 
was left me; the dreaded sni^on came, he examined 
my leg ; but with all his ability and expenence, he 
would, perhaps, hare been deceived, hod not the 
cruel governor privately communicated the reasons 
he had to believe me an impostor. Of course, be had 
little merit after that, of probmg the thing to the 
bottom : he unbundled it all anew, and putting on a 
knowing &ce ; " I verily believe," he said, " the 
rogue has nothing amiss with his leg, ally more 
than I have with my eyes ; I see through it ; bring 
me some warm water ;" which being done, he pro- 
ceeded to restore it to its natural form and colour. 
I had not a word to say in my defence, and held my 
tongue. 

The governor then ordered me to be presented 
with a shirt, as he had promised, and this was nothing 
bnt a most severe flagellation, administered hy a stout 
fellow, who laid on at the governor's special order 
with right good will on my bore carcase. After 
thirty lashes he stopped ; I was dressed by the same 
surgeon, and told to take myself off, spite of my 
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sraartiDg, at double quick time, under b more ter- 
rible peD&lty vrere I again found in the B&me terri- 
tories. This advice was quite superfluous. I hastened 
from the accnrsed apoti Bhrugging up m^ shoulders, 
and marched as quickly as possible to reach the 
milder gorernment of the Pope. I uttered a thou- 
sand benedictions at the sight of my well-loTed 
Rome once more ; I wept for joy as I entered it ; 
and wished that I had anns long enough to embrace 
it with the devoted love of some returning prodigal ' 
son, or happy pilgrim. 

I rejoined my comrades, and took care not to say 
a word of the new marice of honour I had brought 
back with me: there would hare been no end to 
their raillery, and I should never have heard the 
last of it. I merely sud I had been making a little 
excursion to the adjacent villages, but, with the 
exception of Rome, there was no place on which 
our profession could fairly rely, either for profit or 
aafety. I had, indeed, been a great ass to leave such 
a city at all. Onr plan now was, when we had got 
some money together, to convert it into gold, which 
we sewed up in onr clothes ; and which, old as they 
were, covered wherewithal tu buy many a costly 
suit. It might fairly be said of us, indeed, that we 
were edged with gold. A few of the more expe- 
rienced veterans among us, were like treasure ships, 
escorted tiy a convoy of other lees valuable but not leas 
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formidable vessels, armed well with cudgels instead 
of grais. The poor are always araricious and cruel, 
and they possess these two qualitdes in a supreme 
d^;ree> I con give a very singular and satisiactory 
example in the history of one of the profession 
whom I knew ; it ia really altt^ther too curious to 
omit. He was of Genoa, named Pantoloni Castelleto, 
married at Florence, and had a son, whom he pro* 
posed to provide for without the usual difficulty of 
labour, or giviug the gvid pro quo. The vilhun, 
knowing the suppleness of an iniknt's joints, actually 
broke and distorted them in a manner to make e. 
perfect object of the poor little wretch; though you 
will say, perhaps, this is not very e:xtraordtnary in a 
be^ar. To be sure, the members of that profession 
in all nations are subjected to this treatment, for the 
purpose of exciting compassion ; but as a. Genoese, 
ouF Pontoloon had an ambition to excel all his 
generation therein; he disfigured his own child in 
so horrible a way, as to reverse his whole system, if 
we except his tongue and his arms. H6 was borne 
aboat the streets in a kind of cage, fixed on the back 
of an ass, which the little hunchback guided well 
enough with his hands. 

If his body, however, were deprived of human 
shape, his intellect seemed proportionahly to have 
grown keener. His wit Improved as he grew older. 
In this way, his hits were so hard and his rephes so 
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comicBl and cstutic, that lie levied upon every one 
he met ; his humour being eeconded by his appear- 
ance. This satire upon nature and mankind Bumved 
withal to his seventy-second year, at which period 
he fell sick, and, feeling bis latter end approach, he 
became more serious, sent for a confessor, a clever 
fellow whom he knew, and, having conversed with 
him upon his afiurs, both spiritual and temporal, 
he made him call a notary, and dictated his will in - 
the following terms : — " Istly, I commit my soul to 
God who created it — aij body to the earth — and wish 
to be buried in my own parish. 2dly, I order that 
my ass shall be sold and the proceeds be applied to 
defray my funeral expenses. As to my pack-saddle, I 
leave it, as by right, to my lord, the grand duke, whom 
I name also for my executor and residuary heir," 

The old mendicant died a few days afterwards, 
and his will being made public, became the general 
topic of Florence. Having very generally possessed 
the reputation of a sarcastic and eccentric genius, it 
was thought that this last trait of burlesque had been 
thrown out to make us laugh after he was gone ; but 
the duke thought different : he had beard of bis 
habits, and he suspected there was some mystery 
bung about the will. 

To ascertain this, he ordered the pack-saddle which 
had been left him to be brought into his palace, and 
examined in presence of all his court. Not a little 
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to their sorprue, there toinhled out a lot of goU 
pieces, which continued to shower down till thej 
retched the nun of three thousand eix hundred 
crownS) each of the value of four hundred tnaraTedis. 
It afterwards appeared, that it was hj the advice of 
the coniessor that he had thna di^Mised of his fortune ; 
a gift of which the grand dulce made a most pious 
jue, inasmuch as he applied the whole to a charitable 
fonndation — that of saying: masses, in perpetuity, for 
the benefit of the testator's soul. 



Havinq roQsed myself eariy one £ne moming, 
according to custom, I went and seated myself 
at the door of a cardinal, concerning whom I had 
heard an excellent character, being one of the most 
charitably disposed in Rome. I had taken the trouble 
of getting one of my legs swelled, on which, not~ 
withstanding what had passed, was to be seen a 
new ulcer, one that might set at defiance the most 
penetrating eye or probe of a sni^eon. I had not 
this time omitted to have my fiwe as pale as death ; 
and thus, filling the air with horrible lamentations 
while I was asking alms, I moved the souls of the 
different domestics who came in and out to take pity 
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upon me. Tha^ gure me somethiflg; but I was yet 
only betting np for game — it was their muter I 
wanted. He at length made his appearance — I 
redoabled my cries and groans— I writhed in anguish ; 
—and I then accosted him in these tema :-r~" Ob L 
moat noble Chri«tJau ; tbou friend of Christ and his 
a^cted ones! have pity upon me, a pocu- wretched 
sinner. Beheld me oat down in the flower of my. 
days;— may your Excellency be touched with my 
extreme misery, for the sake of the sufferings of our 
dear Redeemer." The cardinal, .who was really a 
pious man, stopped ; and, after looking &t me earn BEtly, 
turned to bis attendants. " In the name i^ Christ, 
take this nnbappy being, and bear Iiim into my own 
apartments I let the n^ that corerhim be exchanged 
for fine linen ; put bim into a good bed— nay into my 
own — and I will go into another room. I will tend 
on him ; for in bim do I rerily see wbat must have 
been the Enfferings of our Saviour ." He was obeyed j 
and, oh charity I how didst thou shame those l<«dly 
prelates who think Heaven in debt to them, if they 
do but look down on some pow wretch ; while my 
good cardinal, not content with wbat he had done, 
ordered two surgeons to attend, recommending them 
to do all in their power to ease my agony, and to 
examine and cure my leg ; after wbicb tbey should 
be well recompensed. He then, bidding. me be of good 
cheer, left me, to pnrane bis a&irs ; and the surgeons, 
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to make the best of my case. They declared »t once 
that it was useless, and that gangrene had already com- 
menced. So seriouslf did they pronounce this, that, 
though I knew thie effect was solely produced by et«ini 
ing my leg with a certain herb, I almost felt alarmed 
for the consequence. They then took oat their case of 
ifstnimenffl, called for a cauldron of hot water, fpr 
some fine linen, and a poultice. While these were 
in preparation, they questioned me us to the origin 
of my disease, how long I had it, &c. &c.? — moreoTer, 
whether 1 drank wine, and what was my usual diet? 
To these, and to a hundred such interrogatories, I 
replied not a word; so great was my alarm at the 
terrific processes that appeared to be going on, in 
order to restore me to my pristine health and eoond- 
ness. I was infinitely perplexed, not knowing to 
what saint to hav^e recourse ; for I was apprehensive 
there might not be a single one in heaven inclined 
to interfere in behalf of so thorongh-paced a rascal. 
I recalled to mind the lesson I had so lately been 
taught at Gaeta, and had my misgivings that I might 
not escape even on such good terms as I had done 
there. The surgeons ranked high in their profession; 
and, after having curiously tamed nnind my leg about 
twenty times, retired into another room to discuss 
the result of their observations. I remained in a 
state of horror not to be described ; for it had got 
into my head that they would decide upon ampn- 
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tstion ; to learn which I crept soMy towards the door 
to listen, fiilly resolved to reveal the imposture in so 
dreadfiil an alterastive. " Sir," said one, " we may 
consnlt here for ever, to little purport ; he has g;ot St. 
Anthony's fire." " No such thing," replied the other, 
"he has no more fire in his leg than I -have in my 
hand: we might easily remove it inacoopleofdays." 
" Yon cannot be serious," said the first speaker. 
" By St. ComuB, I know something of ulcers; and 
here, I maintain it, we have a gangrene." " No, no, 
friend," replied the second, " we have no nicer — we 
have a ro^e to deal with — nothing i»the matter with 
him. I know the whole history of his nicer, and how 
it was made. It is by no means very rare ; for I know 
the ^erbs with which the impostor has prepared it, 
and the ingenious method in which they have been 
applied. The other seemed quite confounded at this 
assertion ; but, ashamed of owning himself a dupe, 
he persisted in his former opinion : on which a pretty 
warm colloquy would have ensued, had not the more 
ingenious of the two had the sense to recommend first 
to examine the leg, and to end the dispute after- 
wards. " Look a. little deeper into the matter," said 
he, " and you will see the fellow's knavery." " With 
all my heart, I will confess you are right, when 1 
see there is no ulcer, or rather gangrene." " That 
is not enough," replied his colleague. " In acknow- 
lec^ing TOUT error, yon most also admit I am entitled 
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to at least a third more fees than yonrself." " By no 
meaiiSt" retorted the other, " I have eyes to detect 
impoatore as well as yon; and I am of opinion 
we ODght to divide the good cardin&l's fees ittirly 
between ng. The dispute now waxed warm, sad, 
rather than give up his point, each declared that he 
would make the cardinal acquainted with the whole 
businesB. 

In this dilemma I did not hesitate a moment, — 
there was no time to lose,— escape was impossible. 
I rushed into the presence of the &culty, and threw 
myself at their feet. With well-dissembled grief I 
thus addressed them: — "Alas I my dear Sirst taica 
pity upon an unfortunate fellow'Creature. Think, 
gentlemen, ' homo sum ; nihil human!,' &c. : I ^u 
mortal like yonrselres, — you know the hard-heort- 
edness of the gKB.t, and how the poor and forlorn 
are compelled to assume the most horrible shapes in 
order to soften their hardness; and in doing this 
what risks and sofieringe do we not enconnter, and 
all for so small a remimeration. Besides, what 
advantage will you get by exposing such a poor 
miserable sinner? You will certainly lose yoot 
fees, which yoa need not do if yon will let us under- 
stand each other. You may rely on my discretion; 
the. fear of consequences will keep me silent, and we 
may each benefit in our respective professions." 

Upon this the men of physic agtun consulted, and 
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ftt length came to the resolutioD of pocketing: their 
fees, "Becundum artem." Being all of one mind, 
we now begged to be nshered into the preseDce of 
the cardinal, and the sni^eous then ordered me to 
be placed upon a coach, at the Bide of which they 
made an immense display of chirurgical instruments, 
dressings. Sec. — again consulted, and after wrapping 
my leg in a great number of bandagea, they desired 
that I might be put into a warm bed. His excel- 
lency, meanwhile, was iiill of ansiety to leam the 
state of my health, and whether there were any 
hopes of recovery? "My Lord," replied one of the 
surgeons, " the patient is in a deplorable situation, 
gangrene has already begun; still, with time and 
care, there is a chance that be might recover, please 
God, but it will be a long a&ir." " And he is for- 
tunate," said bis coadjutor, "in having iallen into 
OOF hands ; another day, and he was lost for ever ; 
but no doubt Providence must have direct«d him to 
the door of your excellency." 

This account seemed to please the cai^iiial; it 
gave him occasion to display the truest Christian 
charity, end be desired that neither time nor skill 
might be spared in the endeavour to restore me to 
health. He also directed that I should be supplied 
with every thing; and the surgeons on their part 
pledged themselveB to do all that art could effect, and 
each of tfaem to pay nu a visit at leapt twice in the 
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day i it being necessary to detect the slightest change 
that might occur in my present condition. They 
then withdrew, not a little to my consolation ; for 1 
conld not bnt regard them while present, in the light 
of two executioners, who might &11 upon me at any 
moment, or publish my imposition to the world. So 
far from this, however, they made me keep my apart- 
ment for three months, which to me seemed like bo 
many ages, so difficult is it to give up the habit of 
gambling — or begging, with the tone of freedom 
they seem to include. In yain was I daintily lodged 
and fed, like bis excellency himself; the «nnut I felt 
was intolerable. I was incessantly beseeching the 
doctors to take pity on me, and bring the &rce to a 
close, until they were at length compelled to yield to 
my importunity. 

They left off dressing my leg, and, on its being 
reduced to its natural size, they acquainted the good 
cardinal with the &ct, who was in raptures at the 
performance) under hie auspices, of so great a core- 
He rewarded them handsomely, and came to con- 
gratulate me on the miraculous event; and having 
acquitted myself well in big frequent visits to me, in 
regard both to my opinions and my principles, he 
imbibed a real kindness for me ; and to give me a 
&rtber proof of it, he gave me the situation of one 
of his contidential attendants, — a species of honour I 
waa too deeply senaiUie of to be able to re&se. 
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Behold me at once in the character oseigned me, 
of fevonrite paige to his eminence, an enormous step 
in life fbr me ; though from that of rogue to priTste 
domestic, with the exception of the livery, there is 
not BO great a distance as might be supposed. But 
to tnm me trom habits of idleness, and living by my - 
wits, was something like trying to make a £sh live 
out of water, for such was my element. The tavern 
was my province, — the primum^ mobile — the centre 
on which I moved. But here every thing seemed to 
go by clock-work ; order and sobriety were general 
rules ; and I was either employed in showing people 
up and down stairs, or placed sentinel in an ante-room, 
standing like a long-necked heron in a fish-pond, 
upon one melancholy leg. In short, I was at every 
body's beck and call ; sometimes behind my master's 
chair, at others behind his carriage; and always 
expected to be in twenty different places at onoe, 
without any respite from the first of January to the 
last day of December. " Wretched slave that I am," 
I exclaimed, " what boots it to put up with this 
nnbappy life from week to week, and year to year. 
Alas [ it will kill me, I must fly for it ; once I was 
lacquey to all the world, and now my genius pines 
under a single master. I wear his livery ; and what are 
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my perquiBites bnt candles' ends [ Here too I ran 
risk ; unhappy Guzman I Bhonld I be detected, 
BSBuredly I sbould not escape nuder fifty lashes I " 
And' in this way J went on hemoaning; my onfor- 
tnnate conditioii. Besides the candlee' ends, we used 
occasionally to help onrselyeB to any of the delicacies 
of the eeason ; but this required more address than 
many of my companions could lay claim to ; and one 
day I remember there occurred a disagreeable a^r 
in consequence. A fool of a waiter, happening to be 
£md of sweets, laid hands upon some fine honey- 
comb, which he thought he had cunningly hidden in 
his pocket handkerchief. The weather was exces- 
elTely hot; and the honey was soon running down 
the white stockings of the thief. As his hte would 
have it, the cardinal's eye came in contact with th£ 
phenomenon, and, suspecting what was the case, be 
hnrst into a violent fit of laughing. " See, my good 
fellow," he cried, "the blood is running down your 
leg, you have wounded yourself, what is it?" At 
this inquiry the attention of the whole company was 
directed the same way; his fellow-servants stared; 
and the wretched culprit stood before them with all 
the evidence of detected guilt glowing in his face. 
Yet too happy had he got rid of the affair with this 
expoeure, for he paid far more dear for his whistle, 
so as to make it the bitterest iioney he ever tasted. 
The greater part of his companions were as little 
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experienced in the light-fingered art as himself 
while I, agreeably to my old custom, undertook to 
instract them, by laying my hands on every thing 
belonging to them, that came in my way. His 
eminence, in an adjoining cabinet, kept a laige box 
of dried sweets, confectionary, and fruit of all kind, 
to which he was extremely partial. Among other 
articles, he had a choice store of Bergsmot pears, 
Genoese plums, Granada melons, Seyille lemons, 
oranges from Flacentia, lemons from Murcio, cucum- 
bers from Valencia, lore-apples from Toledo, peaches 
from Aragon, and raisons frvm Malaga; indeed, 
erery thing most exquisite and alluring were to be 
found in this fragrant chest. My mouth watered 
every time I went near it ; and much more, when 
the cardinal ordered me to take the key and bring 
him a dish, ailer he had dined. But I longed in 
Tain, for, as if suspecting my object, his eminence 
took cart to be present, vhile I opened the precions 
deposit ; — a want of confidence which sonnded to me 
like a challenge of skill, and made me resolre, if 
possible, to outwit him, and taste "the forbidden 
fruit," in spite of him. I now thought of nothing 
but how to accomplish my fovourite scheme. The box 
was an ell and a half broad, two and a half long, and 
had a good lock in the middle. Yet to work I went ; 
and first, I took a flat stick, which I introduced in a 
comer of the chest, and used as a lever. After this. 
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I took more of the same kind, bo u gradually to 
raise the top till I could introduce my little hand, 
and filch what came nearest to me ; but lest this 
should appear, I got a little hook to draw the fruit 
from the other aide, so as to make an even snr&ce. 
By this plan I became master of this sweet little 
storehouse, without keeping a key. 

Unluckily, however, I made such Irequent applica- 
tions to the same treasury, that the deficiency became 
apparent. The cardinal saw enough to make him 
think — the dilapidations were terrible — and, one 
day, taking a &ncy to a beautiful lemon which he 
remarked the evening before, it was found to be no 
longer in ene. Greatly astonished, the dignitary 
called his chief attendants : he wished to know who 
of all had the impertinence to open his sweet-box 
without his permission. He chai^d his major- 
domo, a priest of a severe, forbidding countenance, 
to make minute inq^niry, and let him know the 
author of so bold and wicked an attack. The surly 
priest fixed his eye upon the pages: be commanded 
us all instantly to appear in the great hall, and to 
undergo a strict search ; but examinations and threats 
were alike useless — he was just as wise as before — 
the iiruit was already eaten. 

The afiair blew over ; nothing more was said, but 
his eminence had not forgotten it. On my side, too, 
I was on my guard : ibr three days I did not so moch 
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as look at the box, though 1 felt anch forbearance 
extremel]' poinfiil to me. I was onl^ reaerving my 
ingenuity for an occasion of indulging it with a 
greater degree of impunity. It presented itself, 
I thonght> one day after dinner) when my master 
was engaged in play with some other dignitsriee. 
While thns occupied, I concluded I should have fall 
leisure to return to the charge. 1 glided, with my 
genius all on the alert, into the secret cabinet ; no 
one had seen me ; I was already in the act of drawing 
forth some precious specimens, when I beard a foot 
approaching quickly ; in my hurry to get my hand 
out, one of my levers gave way, the lid closed, and I 
remained &ir1y caught, like a rat in a trap ; when, on 
looking round, I beheld the cardinal at the door, with 
an expression of mahcious triumph in his countenance. 
" Ah, ah, my friend Guzman," he ezdaimed, " it is 
you, is it, to whom I am indebted for the loss of my 
sweetest finiit ?" 1 could not reply ; but the horrible 
grimaces I made, and my excessire vexation at being 
thns surprised, gare me so ludicrous yn appearance, 
that his eminence could not avoid laughing. He then 
called his yisitors to enjoy the sight, pointing me 
oat as the little delinquent he had long been in search 
of; and the whole of them appeared to be infinitely 
amused at my expense, the cardinal declaring, that, as 
it would be long ere I appeared in a similar situation, 
be must mtika the best of a bad example. He next 
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called bis stewari, the man with the hard, gloomj 
countenance, and, pointing: lue oat, ordered me to 
receive fire and twenty luhes of the eliarpest and 
severest he conld ^re. The cardinal's gnests apon 
this ventured to interfere in tny behalf;, bnt all they 
conld do wBs to get the sentence commnted for half 
the nnmber of lashes, which they agreed 1 had well 
merited. What was worse, Domine Niccolo, my 
mortal enemy, was the arm fixed upon to inflict the 
horrible stripes, in his own apartments, and acquitted 
himself so well of the charge intrusted to him, that 
I felt the effects of it for more than a month after- 
wards. 

But, if be here indulged his ill-will, I was deter- 
mined not to be bebind4iand with him, and 1 accom- 
plished my vengeance in the following manner. It 
was then the season tar gnats, which could bite as 
well as Master Niccolo, and shewed as Uttle respect 
to his stewardship as to other people. He com- 
plained Utterly of their disturbing his rest. " Sir," 
said I, " you may be rid of them whenever you 
please ; in Spain we have an admirable secret for 
keeping them at a distance, and I will commtinicate 
it to you if you wish it." " Yon will do me a fiivour," 
returned the msjor-domo, " if yon can tell me bow 
to keep these vile beasts away." " Then yon have 
only to hang at the head of your bed a large bnnch 
of parsley well steeped in vinegar; the gnats will no 
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sooner smell it, tbaa thej will all settle npon it, and, 
the next moment, &1I down dead. This has always 
succeeded." He believed me, and was resolved to 
Uy ihe experiment even on the ensning night ; but 
he never repeated it ^ for, instead of killing the vicious 
little devils, it made them ten times more vigorous 
and alert, and they assaulteii the nnfortonate Messer 
Niccolo more cmelly than ever; they nearly bit his 
eyes out, and his nose swelled to the size of a 
pumpkin. In his attempts to keep them off, be 
smote himself as many blows, and almost as hard as 
he had hit upon my rear quarters ; so that, con- 
sidering the much greater time and torture to which 
he was subjected, I found that I had been well 
avenged. In the morning I went early to his bed 
side ; his eyes were closed and swelled^ his &ce, 
hands, and neck so well peppered with bites and red 
blotches, that few of his best acquaintance could 
have recognized him. He assured me in a hoarse 
voice, for his throat seemed sore also, that my 
receipt was of no value whatever. " Then that was 
owing," I replied, " ttt your not steeping the parsley 
long enough in vinegar, or perhaps the vinegar was 
not good ; for it is a fiict, that I have tried the same 
means these many nights, and never once knew it 
to fitiL" The simple steward thought this was all 
gospel, and prepared fresh bunches, which he allowed 
to steep in new vinegar for upwards of six hours. 
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The next night he strewed his whole chamber as 
well as his bed with the preparation; the conse- 
quence of which was, that the piats of all the 
vicinity swarmed into the apartment, and he was 
nearlj eaten up alive. 

The eoBuing day he looked more like a leper 
than a human being ; and sncb were his sufferings 
and his rage, that he would assuredly have immo- 
lated me to the manes of his departed peace had he 
enconntered me alone. 

I was, in fiict, compelled to throw myself upon 
the consideration of the cardinal, who called ua both 
into his presence, and after giving me a severe 
rebuke, cautioned Messer Niccolo, with a smile, 
against proceeding to extremities; and insisted, 
like an excellent christian, upon our keeping the 
peace. " Yet why, Guzman," he concluded, " have 
you played off such a wicked trick upon this good 
man ; what demon instigated you ? " " The demon 
of twelve lashes, my Lord," replied I, " and not 
only of twelve, as he had orders from you to do, 
but of more than twenty, which he gave me out of 
his own good will. I have only returned him what 
he lent with interest." In this way did the affair 
blow over. However, I was no longer a page of 
the chamber; I was degraded from my rank, and 
driven to serve among the menials of the establish- 
ment. Still 1 did not despair : the chamberlain was 



.■In Google 



OUZMAM DALFARACHE. 173 

a man of honour, and could Bee to reward merit, 
though a Uttle over scrupulous, and eTen visionary 
in his notiona. He had some poor relatiTes, whom 
he used to assist with at least half of his Balarj- ; and 
sometimes he went to dine or sup with them ; a 
circumstance which afforded the old major-domo a 
Buhject of mirth and nullery hefore the other officers 
of the household, and even in the presence of his 
eminence. 

One evening, the chamberlain, having returned 
from a visit to his relations, rather indisposed, went 
to repose himself in his own room. The cardinal, 
seeing him absent at supper, made inqniiies respect- 
ing him ; in answer to which, he was informed that 
the good chamberlain was indisposed. " What is 
the matter with him ? go instantly and bring me 
back word," said the cardinal ; " he must not be 
neglected." The messenger Boon returned with an 
answer, that the patient's complaint was so trivial as 
only to require a little rest to restore him to health. 
All was so &r well, had it not been for the malice 
borne the poor man by Messer Niccolo, who, having 
learnt the next morning that he found himself much 
better, yet &iled to make his appearance, was resolved 
to rouse him. With this view he disguised one of 
the pages, who was in his confidence, in women's 
clothes, and directed him to conceal himself in a 
recess of the chamberlain's apartments ; in which he 
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succeeded without the ocGnpant'a knowledge. Mean- 
iriiile, the cardinal inquired after the health of his 
chamberiain, to vhich Mesaer Niccolo replied, " My 
Lord, I am informed that he has had but a poor 
night) bnt that he is now better." The cardinal, who 
was truly attached to idl who Hurronnded him, said 
he would go and make a viut to the patient, and the 
majorniomo forthwith ordered him to he awakened, 
and made acquainted with the honour irtiid) his 
excellency had in store fbr him. 

The cardinal accordiugly entered the chamber, and 
took his station by the side of the patient's bed ; bnt 
in the same moment, what was his surprise, to be- 
hold a lady issne from her place of concealment, and, 
with evident marks of embarrassment, run across the 
room, as if eager to avoid the dignitary's presence. 
" I am lost! I am ruined I" tiie exckumed, as she 
made her escape. " What will his excellency think 
of me F" Not in the least prepared for snch a scene, 
and believing his chamberlain to he little worse than 
a saint, the good cardinal was at a loss to express his 
horror and astonishment ; while the patient, as if he 
had set eyes on some terrific vision, cried out to all 
the saints to protect him, for that the great devil, as 
in the case of St. Antony, bad assuredly cast out his 
snare for him. Snch was his agitation, that he had 
nearly leaped out of bed in presence of the good car- 
dinal, in order to effect his escape from the pollnted 
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spot. The rest of the domestics had, by this time, 
gathered nnmd, and being in posseasioD of the secret, 
COtQd not conceal their extreme mirth on the occa- 
sion, which led to the discoreiy of the plot ; for Ms 
excellency, taking compassion on the Tmhsppy man, 
charged the parties present with an attempt to bring 
him into disrepute ; and assuring him that he saw 
through the whole seh^nei bade. him good che^; 
and with a smile he could not conceal, took his leave 

This occarred just at the moment I was returning 
JTom the discharge of a commission, with which I 
bad been entrusted euly in the morning. I found 
the good chamberlain still looking dejected and un- 
happy, on which I entreated him to account me with 
the cause of his trouble. He told me all ; at die 
Bune time more than insinuating his conjecture of 
the author — no other than Meeser Niccolo himself. 
" It is BO, my dear Guzman," he replied, to my con- 
dolence i " and I would give either mj last eye, or 
my tooth, to bring it home to him, and avenge my- 
self on his extreme duplicity and baseness. To do 
this, I am in need of your advice : a master of the 
art, like you, will enable tae, after what you have 
done, to give him a good Roland for his Oliver." 
" Why truly," replied I, " if I were in your place, I 
would not sit down qnietly under the insult ; he 
should never get absolution for such a piece of 
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indecent wickedneBs as that ; no, he should da 
penance for it to the last day he had to liYe. He is 
raj aoperior, I know; and I have no business to 
meddle in the al&irs of those above me. Tb be snre, 
I was pardoned for taking rengeance-on the same 
gentleman, because it is natural for even the least 
animab to turn and sting the foot that tramples on 
them ; and he had, moreover, treated me in the 
moet brutal and Bbocking manner. But here I dar« 
not interfere." 

It was in Tain, however, I represented my inability 
and disinclination to eater into the question; faia 
'repeated iutreaties, and the friendship I felt for him, 
added to my dislike of IVfesser Niccolo, to say nothing 
of my natural love of nuschief, had too powerAil a 
hold npon me ; and I gave him my hand. " Rely 
upon me," I observed ; " I will put my best footibre- 
moet in this af&ir, and redeem the good opinion yon 
seem to entertain of me. But you must be most 
cautious not to let him snspect any thing ; be on the 
same friendly footing with him as before, — he must 
not know we are acquainted with the author of the 
bitter jest, for that would spoil all." He promised 
compliance ; and, in fact, played his part so well, 
that not a single soul of the establishment imagined 
what was going forward. Every body thought, 
firom his easy manner, that he had ceased even to 
, remember the occurrence at aU. 
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Meanwhile, the scheme I had in risw was secretly 
approaching to maturity. I bought the ingredients 
I wanted; namely, powdered rosta, msBtic, and 
incense. I mixed it all together, and put it, 
wrapped in a paper, in my pocket, to be ready at any 
moment. Nor was it long before an opportunity 
offered. One day, as the post was on the point of 
setting out for Spain, and the Cardinal's head man 
mightily engaged, I entered early in the morning 
into bia quarters, and found his valet waiting in hie 
dressing room. " Friend Giacomo," I observed, " I 
am going to breakfast ; 1 have got a nice ham, bread,- 
honey, &c., all I want to add is a bottle of wine ; if 
yon can provide one and come and partake, well ; if 
not, I mnst seek one who will." " Go no ferther," 
replied my Jriend, "you have found your man,— I 
will get a bottle of excellent wine, — stop where you 
vre ; I will be with you in a moment." He went ; 
and looking about for what I wanted, — being left 
master of the wardrobe,— I saw a pair of inexpressi- 
bles, in wbicb he was accustomed to wait on state 
occasions. Turning them inside ont, I gave them a 
good sprinkling with the powder I had brought with 
me, after which I careMly rejilaced them in the 
same spot. Giacomo returned with the wine ; bat 
we bad hardly begun break&st, when his master 
called him to dress, and kept him so long in assisting 
him, that I was obhged to empty the whole bottle 
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by myself, in patient expectation, at the same time, 
of hearing something of the operation of my powder. 

It produced its effect daring a dinner, to which « 
great number of guests had been invited. It was in 
the middle of summer; the heftt was fiightfol, and 
Messer NJccolo was busy in the ball luperintendiDg 
the other domeetioa. I observed by his geetnres that 
he was &r from being quite at his ease, though for 
tlw life of him be dare not give expression to ^ 
extreme irritation he suffered. He knew not how 
to move, or how to look ; and, as &te would have it, 
the more he stirred the greater became his tonnent. 

Tlie tenacious powder, coming to still closer con- 
tact, at last irritated him to such a degree, that he 
stood like some wretch under a severe bastinado of 
nettle-rodB, or whips tipped with the points of 
needles. Nor was this all ; the cardinal beckoned 
him, and speaking to him softly in the ear, he all at 
once c&nght a whiff of the fragrant powder, which 
made him pat his hand to his nose, and enquire what 
kind of new incense he bore about him. The major- 
domo's face grew all colours, and he took himself to 
a greater distance, while a long smothered laugh 
among the rest of the domestics, led all to direct 
their eyes towards the unhappy Niccido, and then 
with a look of suspicion upon me. I stood close to 
him, enjoying my triumph, but with a serious counte- 
nance, listening to all hu ejaculations, and secret 
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complaints. "Gnzmsa, my friend," he observed, 
what meana the tittering of yon idle rt^es ?" " It 
■6 all," I repUed alood, "becMiBe our worthy major- 
domo has thought proper to take tt dose of Spanish 
flies, to produce a gentle motion." The cardinal 
burst into a loud lan^, and the whole of his guests 
followed his example. Niccolo saw at once he had 
been made the martyr of some mad freak, and unable 
to stand out against the redoubled peals that resounded 
on every side, he ^rly ran for it, followed by the 
inhuman jeers of us all. He wu no sooner gone, 
than his excellency, addressing himself to the cham- 
berlain, enquired into the merits of the cose, and was 
informed of every thing relative to it. This put the 
seal to my character, both as a very deep and a very 
4angeroQS man to have any business with, except 
upon an amicaUe footing. 

In short, ere two months, I was restored to my 
situation of page, and resumed my usual functiwis.^ 
I conducted myself just as if nothing derogatory to 
me had occnrred; having once lost the sense of 
shame, my self-possession and presumption were 
really extraordinary. If ever, I was only ashamed 
of being taken in the fact. Such indeed, was my 
predilection for mischief, that to serve some roguish 
end, I believe I should have taken a leap from the 
top of St. Angelo, to seize on my prey. 

The good cardinal being extremely fond also of 
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preserves, he was never without some jars brought 
from the choicest places in the world. As the jars 
were emptied, tixey became the property of the first 
valet who laid his hands on them. I had got one 'in 
this way, in which 1 preserved my cards, dice, and 
silk handkerchiefs, with similar kind of property 
belonging to a poor page. His excellency was tine 
day told that twelve little barrels were just arrived 
at a merchant's for him ; and the major-domo was 
forthwith dispatched to procure them. I said to 
myself, " it will be strange if I cannot get possession 
of a single barrel ;" and I retired to my chamber, to 
think over the best means of obtaining my object. 
At last I hit upon this plan ; — I emptied the little 
barrel of my perquisites, and then, having fiUed it 
with earth and straw, closed it carefully up, so as to 
make it appear newly arrived. After this I went to 
wait the arrival of the others that were about to 
appear under the escort of our major-domo, who 
commanded ns to carry them forthwith into the car- 
dinal's private cabinet appropriated for the purpose. 

Each of my fellow servants took one ; I modestly 
pretended to be the last, for which I haif my own rea- 
sons, for we all passed by my chamber, and following 
the others, I bad a good opportunity of slipping in 
without being perceived, and, quickly exchanging 
the boxes, I carried that filled with earth and boldly 
laid it down along with the rest in the presence of 
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the cardinal himself. Being all safely deposited in 
a row, the cardinal, with an air of complacency, 
addressed me as I came in last : ■' Well, Guzman 1 
what think you of these ? methinks it would be 
difficult to get a hand in here, or to force open the 
, lids." " There are many ways, please your excel- 
lency," I replied, " for amving at the same end." 
" But here I defy yon, friend Guzman ; all ia made 
&et here." " May 1 request of your excellency not 
to say too much," said I, with an appealing look, 
" for the devil is very busy, and he might suggest 
Bomething to deceive you." " He is very welcome, 
then, boy ; let him help yon to steal from one of 
these boxes if he can ; I give you a fiill week to 
prepare your plans. If yon succeed, I will not only 
give yon what you catch, but more; it being 
always understood, that, in case of &ilure, you pay 
the penalty in person; for your ingenuity, 1 suspect, 
will be no match here for the difficulty of the enter- 
prise." " That is but fair," replied I; " and with 
your excellency's permieeiou I will gladly venture 
on the stake. What is. more, I will submit to as 
many lashes as Master Niccolo in his wisdom may 
think proper to inflict, if I fail to effect in the next 
twenty-four hours the little object for which you 
have given me a foil week ; and you may judge, after 
what has passed between Master Niccolo and myself, 
whether I am impartial or not in selecting him for 
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my judge." The g;ood cardiusl amiled, uid it wiS 
finally arranged between ns, that the euening iaj 
should witness either tay triomph or my most pain? 
fill di^rac«. 

What a Tarietf of precaationB did not the exceU 
lent prelate put into practice to keep my fingers 
from coming into contact with his precions sweets I 
Not relying only on the power of key and lock, be 
placed sentinels at the entrance, selected from among 
those domeatics in whom he bad the greatest con- 
fidence ; with what snccese we shall shew. 

The next day at dinner, obgerring me somewhat 
thongbtfiil, my excellent master addressed me with 
a good hatnred smile : " GnimaB) my poor boy, I 
goess well the subject of your reverie ; yon seem 
already to feel the heavy hand of Master Niccolo 
applied, as it soon will be, to the patience and forti- 
tude of your disposition." " I sm thinking very 
little about that," retorted I, " inasmndi as I hare 
the sweetmeats already safe in my hands." 

Aware that no one could possibly bare penetrated 
through BO many precaulionB as he had adopted, the 
good prelate seemed perfectly astounded at the 
impudent confidence of my reply. He rallied me 
more than before on the severity of the disdptine he 
sud I was about to receive, and on the satUfiution 
he should derire from the exhibition — so justly my 
due. I let him run on in this strain, but when the 
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dessert Kppettred, I stole quietly oat of tbe room, and 
betook m^elf to tnjr own chamber. There I took 
irom my own stock a quantity of the finest fruit, 
with which 1 covered a splendid plate I had brought 
with me, and returning', placed it with a most re- 
^ectfiil air before his excellency, who could hardlj' 
beliere the eridence of his Beneee. Beckoning to 
hia chamberlain, he gave him the keys, and bade 
him go examine, and bring an account of the nnmber 
of barrels in his cabinet, as it was too erident there 
mnst be one or other missing'. He did as he was 
ordered, and soon returned to say, that the whole 
were there in perfect safety. 

" Ah," exclaimed the prelate, " I see through 
yonr trick, Master Guzman ; not being able to reach 
my fruit, you have purchased some at a high price 
as like mine as possible. No, no ; this will not do ; , 
yon must contrive to overreach me, or submit to be 
flagellated at Master Niccolo's good pleasure. Seize 
him, and give it him smartly, as long as yon please." 
" I am ready," returned 1, " if you will only first 
let me show yon one of the twelve barrels which 
came yesterday, and which I have now safe in my 
room." " Take care what you say, young sir," 
observed the chamberlain in a grave voice ; for I 
have just counted twelve in his excellency's cabinet." 
" That ia very probable," I replied, " but did you 
never see a sheep-skin without the sheep?" The 
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prelate laughed, declaring he would respite me till a 
full examination had been made ; and with that view 
he invited his noble g:uests to go along with him, to 
see, he stud, tliat we had both Mt play. To judge 
by the confident air I had asenmed, few tliere con- 
ceired that the thing could possibly fell out to my 
diecomfiture and pain. The good cardinal himself 
examined the barrels, each separately, and finding 
them all right in number, he enquired what I had 
to say. " They are all there, my Lord," returned I, 
" but does it follow that they are all full of what you 
think?" Losing all patience, he waa about to turn 
them inside out, when I declared that I would spare 
him the trouble ; at the same time taking the one 
which I had filled with earth and straw, and strewiog 
the contents upon the floor. After doing this, I ran 
to my own chamber, and brought back with me the 
real box, about half emptied of its contents, and 
gave a true account as to how it had feUen into my 
hands. Every one present began to applaud my 
ingenuity, though at the expense of my character, 
and laughed heartily indeed at the adventure. Hie 
excellency, in ^Ifilment of the promise given, 
ordered me to be presented with one of the barrels, 
which I generously g»ve np to my less distinguished 
fellow-pages, as if to show that what I had per- 
formed was done simply for the diversion of my 
good master. At length, howeverj his excellency, 
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not quite aatiafied with other prooft of my dexteritf , 
and the general example held np to his household, 
jwonld assuredly have rid himself of my services, 
had not his humanity been aware that it would be 
exposing me to ran my neck straight into a halter, 
such being my inreterate love of living by my wits. 
For this reason he still retained me near him, 
spite of all the little specks in my character, in order 
that I might, thus well situated, hare no motive for 
committing any great or grievous crimes. 



GUZMAN D'ALFARACHE. 

EPISODE. 

Ik the celebrated city of Seville, the capital of 
Andalusia, resided a foreign merchant named Micer 
Jacobo. He was of an excellent &mily, possessed 
of considerable wealth, and highly respected in his 
profession. He had been married in early life to a 
lady of a noble fiunily in Seville, who died a few 
years after their marriage, leaving him the parent of 
three children. The two elder were boys, and were 
educated with all the care which became their rank 
in life ; the youngest, being a girl, was brought up in 
a convent of nans, where she was taught every thing 
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tbitt was deemed in those days neceerary to form an 
accomplished iemale. 

The &yoars of fitrtnoe are held by a most nocer- 
ttUD tenure 1 and no class of persons expeneuce her 
mutability more than merchants) whose possessions 
are estimated by the size of their pnrses, and the 
nature of the times, and who seldom know the 
medium between abundance and poverty. 

It happened that the two sons of the merdiant) 
wbo had been on a voyage to the Indies, were on 
their return with the produce of their negotiation, 
amounting to a large snm in gold and silver. They 
were already within sight of the bar of San Lncar ; 
almost, as it-were, on the threshold of their home, 
when a violent tempest arose, which drove them from 
the port ; and the vessel, becoming unmanageable, 
foundered upon a reef of rocks, and every body on 
board perished. 

The unfortunate father, overwhelmed with the 
afflicting intelligence of the death of his children, 
and the total wreck of his ibrtunes, was not able to 
bear up against the calamity, and surrived fais mis- 
fortunes but a few days, leaving his orphan child 
destitute on the world. 

At the period of this terrible bereavement, Doro- 
thea (such was her name) was still under the mater- 
nal protection of the nuns. She found herself in so 
short a space oftime deprived of Mends and fortune ; 
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pad was doomed thus early m Ute to ezperience all 
the vicissitudes attendant on affluence and poT«rty. 
Seeing herself bo ntterly destitute, the first idea that 
suggested itself to her was, to embrace a religious 
life. Those employments which hod hitherto been 
followed as amusement, wen now to be considered 
as necessary occupation ; and the little eLegioncies 
which she had &bricated as presents, were in fntnre 
to be the only means by which she could gain an 
hononrahle subsistence. 

The good nuns with whom she iiad eo long resided, 
oonceiring a great regard for her, and pitying her 
foilom condition, were anxious that she should still 
continue with them ; but as their will was regulated 
by their Sttperior, it was ordered otherwise ; for in a 
few days the poor giri received intimation, that she 
must either pay a certain sum to be admitted 
amongst the sisterhood, or quit the convent. Not 
having the means of complying with the former, she 
took the latter coarse, and in company with some 
young persons of respectability, though almost in an 
equally destitute condition with henelf, she engaged 
some humble apartment, with the resolution of gaining 
a subsistence by labour. She was dextrous with ha ■ 
needle, and her talent was so excellent in embroidery, 
that her work hod already gained her some reputation 
in the city. 

Her extreme beauty and misfortunes — her virtue 
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and amiability, were likewise so well known, that 
there was but little doubt of her finding' sufficient 
employment. Her patience under miafortnne, and 
the cheerfulnesB with which she passed from a life of 
ease to that of labour, were considered as a rare 
example to all young persons of her time. 

The Archbishop, having occasion to order some 
work in embroidery, and finding that none could do 
it so well as Dorothea, employed her, and promised 
that she should be well recompensed. It was neces* 
gary, in consequence of the extreme fineness of the 
work, that the gold of whit^ it was partly constructed, 
should be of a better quality than any she possessed ; 
she was therefore obliged to go among the shops in 
the city, though accompanied by some of her com- 
panions, to choose some for her purpose. 

They were recommended to the shop of a young 
man who had not long been in business, but who 
had already contrived, by the fairness of his dealings 
and the quality of his merchandise, to establish a 
good reputation. Dorothea wished to purchase 
enough to finish the work, to save time and ihe 
inconvenience of going from home, but-finding that 
the money paid to her in advance would not be suf- 
ficient to pay forthe gold she required, she intimated 
to the dealer her intention of returning for the 
remainder when her work should be in a state of for- 
wardness. . 
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The young mui, however, struck with the heauty 
and manner of his &ir customer, and seeing that 
want of money alone prevented her irom completing 
the purchaae, would on no account allow her to be 
disappointed by any such consideration. " My dear 
young lady," he said, " if the gold is such as suits 
your purpose, I beg you will take as much as is 
necessary without troubling yourself about imme- 
diate payment: I am in the habit of giving credit 
for sums of much greater consequence, and without 
half the eatis&ction that this would aiford me." 
They were all charmed with sach unexpected cour>- 
tesy ; and Dorothea, taking the quantity she origi* 
nally intended, paid what mmiey she had brought, 
and left her name and address with the young man 
as security for the remainder. 

Dorothea, in taking away the yonng man's gold, 
had, though without the slightest design on ber part, 
likewise deprived him of his heart ; and after the 
departure of his iair customer, poor Boni&cio dis- 
covered, to his cost, that the return of his merchan- 
dise would hardly repay his loss. His mind was so 
engrossed by the charming image he had beheld, 
that he could think of nothing else ; and considering 
from what he could judge of her drcumetances, that 
an offer of marriage firom a respectable man would 
not be treated lightly, he determined to make en> 
quiries respecting her. 



.■In Google 



190 



He found no difficnlty in making himself ac- 
quainted with all the particulars of her misibrtane 
and of ber present situation, with which he remained 
exceedingly afflicted, seeing, as he thought, an insnr- 
mountftble objection in the inferiority of his own 
condition in life. It was true that she was poor; 
but she might, nevertheless, be imbued with all the 
prejudices of birth, and consider an alliance with 
him, although in superior circumstances to herself, 
to be incompatible with her former ideas of situation 
and rank. When he thought of her beauty, her 
good c|ualities, and the reputation she enjoyed 
throughout the city, he coutd not hut consider her 
as a treasure too far removed from him to hope to 
gain ; and he despaired, when reflecting on his own 
unnorthinesB and slender pretensions, of creating a 
sufficiently &TOurabte impression to counterbalance 
his deficiencies. 

But, as true love is not easily disheartened by 
difGculties, Boni&cio, relying on the correctness of 
his intentioas, determined to neglect no means which 
opportunity might afford him of acquiring the esteem 
of his mistress. He found no difficulty, from the 
pretexts which hie busineas afforded him, of intro* 
dncing himself to the little coterie of which Dorothea 
was a member ; and as his conversation was dways 
marked by cheerfulness and good humour, ha soon 
became a welcome visitor. He proceeded with great 
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caution; and by a vuietf of little attentions, withont 
bearing the appearance of officioussnee, he ingratiated 
himself into the good opinion of all. 

Amongst the companions of Dorothea was one, 
who, from her greater age and experience, was en- 
trusted with the direction of their little establish- 
ment, and she was treated hj them with the greatest 
respect. It was to her that Boni&cio more particn- 
larl^ directed his att«ntion ; and having gradually and 
with great prudence made known to her his inten- 
tions, he solicited her assistance in his behalf. The 
good old lady, haring a high opinion of Bonifacio, 
readily promised to assist his views with her young 
friend ; and choosing a iavourable opportunity, com- 
municated to her the young man's proposal, respect- 
ing which she now urged her Iavourable consideration. 
Her companions, likewise, with wbom Bonifitcio 
was a great &Tonrite, praised his good qualities, and 
did all in their power to forward his suit. Dorothea 
listened to the reasons by which the old lady sup- 
ported ber opinion, and in the end committed herself 
entirely to her guidance. Great was the joy of 
Boni&cio when he heard of the successful commence- 
ment of his hi^es ; and in fine, to cat matters short, 
the marriage was celebrated amidst the general con- 
gratulation of their friends. They lived happy and 
contented in their new condition, to which they 
were still more endeared by the affectionate regard 
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they entertamed for each other, fbmided on their 
mutual virtues and good ([ualities. 

The evil one, though he sometimes doses his eyes, 
never sleeps, and is more especially on the watch to 
iuteiTupt the peace and harmony which is genenUy 
expected from the union of well-regulated minds. 
He invokes every power of which he is master to 
his aid ; aod uses so much more secrecy and diligence 
in the accomplishment of this evil intention than is 
ever employed in good purposes, that be not unfre- 
quently succeeds. This poor young lady, therefore, 
did not escape his treacherous wiles ; and even though 
her virtue seemed proof against his machinations, he 
did not on that account relax in bis endeavours. He 
assailed her when visiting her friends, at church, and 
during the most solemn ordinances; even at the com- 
munion, he caused her inquietude by presenting her 
continually with the most ne&rious instruments of 
his wickedness, disguised under the appearance of 
young men, handsome, noble, generous, and gallant ; 
who, whenever she made her appearance, never &iled 
to testify their admiration and solicit her r^ard. 

But little advantage did they gain from these 
importunities ; the virtue and good conduct of Doro- 
thea was proof against such ineffectual attacks ; and 
she determined in future to expose herself as little 
as possible to such inconvenience by remaining more 
closely at borne. When this resolution became 
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known 'hy her coDtiaued absence, the street in 
which she lived became a JaTOurite resort, ench 
Mekin^ hj any meana an opportunity of seeing; her, 
thongb without effect. 

Amongst the gallants who sought to attract her 
attention, and who were all of the principal bmiUes 
of the city, was the Lieutenant thereof, a young' 
luan, unmairied and wealthy. He lived in the bouse 
opposite to that of Dorothea, in the upper and prin- 
cipal stories, BO that be could at any time overlook 
the moi^ humble babitation of bis neighbours, from 
his windows and balconies ; indeed, in so complete a 
mimner, that Dorothea and her hnsband could hardly 
retire at night, or rise in the morning, without 
being obeerred. 

' With tliis advantage, th& Lieutenant made his 
advances with gi^at facility, though without having 
any result to boast over bis more fortunate rivals, — 
Dorothea still remained without reproach, and even 
without suspicion. 

Amongst the number who composed this goodly 
brotherhood, thus seeking to undermine the virtue 
of an humble, but innocent female, was a cavalier of 
Bni^os, who was remarkable for bis handsome appear- 
ance, was of good family, and possessed a handsome 
estate ; qualifications which, favoured by a certain 
frankness and liberality of disposition, were con- 
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sidered sufficient to make an impression on the most 
obdurate heart. 

But the rirtaons resolution of Dorothea was so 
well grounded, that ghe might have langhed at all 
the little contrivances made use of to win her from 
her duty, had not the wary fowler, seeing the ineffi- 
cacy of common art, resorted to the most subtle 
deceit, thoi^h in the most innocent guise, to entrap 
the simple dove. 

This cavalier, who "was called Claudio, had in his 
possession a white female slave, who, though bom in 
Spain, was of Moorish parentage. She was remark- 
ably gracefdl in her person, and was moreover ex- 
ceedingly clever, and of good address. Claudio sent 
for her one day, and having told her how he was 
situated with r^ard to Dorothea, asked her advice 
how he should proceed. The slave, having made her- 
self acquainted with all the circumstances, repUed to 
h^ master, laughing all the while, " What, my dear 
Senor — what mountain do you wish to remove, what 
sea to agitate, or what dead person to re-animate, 
that you should thus affiict yourself, and make so 
little of me. 

" The difficulties which seem to discourage yon, do 
not dishearten me — with a little trouble and patience 
I will conquer them. Do not despond, therefore, and 
trust me, that within a few days I will deliver the 
pretty bird into your hands, or my name is not 
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Sabina." From that moment she took the Degotia- 
tion in hand, and commenced her play with as mach 
arcamspection and ability, as one who begins a game 
of chess with the determination to gire check-mate. 
She collected a quantity of the choicest flowers that 
could be procured, and weaving them with great 
care and ability into a chain garland, she went to 
Bonifacio's shop, where she stated herself to be the 
servant to a lady abbess of a convent of nuns, who, 
having occasion for some gold of a superior quality 
to finish some ornament for the day of Saint John, 
and hearing the good repute of the article manuiac- 
tured by Boniiacio, requested two pounds of the very 
best he could procure, and sent him the nosegay as a 
present. She likewise hinted to the trader, that she 
took the present quantity merely to prove it, and 
that she should return every week for a supply, if 
the quality answered their purpose. 

Boni&cio was delighted with such a liberal custo* 
mer, and was no less pleased with his present, from 
the choice flowers with which it was composed, and 
the taste with which it was fabricated. 

Immediately when the girl was gone with the 
gold, Bonifiicio flew to his wife with the beautiiul 
nosegay, which was received by her with as much 
delight as was evinced by her husband in presenting 
it. When she was informed, too, whence it came, 
it gave her still greater pleasure ; for she recollected 
X.2 
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the bappy days of her childhood, when her time was 
employed in occupations of a Himilar nature, amongst 
those of the same class, whom she still loved aod 
respected. She requested of her husband, that when 
the servant should again ristt his shop, he would 
invite her within, as she had a great desire to con- 
verse with her of the convent. 

On the following week, Sabina again visited the 
trader, and said that the gold was so good that she 
required the same quantity as before, and had brought 
another present from her lady to him, together with 
a little image of the virgin and a rosary, so exquisitely 
worked, that it was quite a curiosity. When Boni&cio 
saw it, be declared that bis wife would not accept it, 
unless presented by the bearer; to which Sabina gladly 
consented, and congratulated herself that her plot had 
succeeded so well, at the same time feigning extreme 
surprise to find that he was a married man. 

"Ah I yop wag," she cried, " you are joking : it 
was but the other day that my lady was saying, that 
she knew a young person that would just suit you 
for a wife ; very handsome and rich." " Many 
thanks," returned Boniftcio ; " but if you will do me 
the favour to go up stairs, you will find that my wife 
is both handsome and rich ; and, moreover, that we 
live as happily as possible." 

" If I thought yon were not deceiving me," said 
Sabina, " I would go." 
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' " Of th^ you may rest perfectly aflsured," replied 
Boni&do ; " come, let me lead the way." 

Sabina, pretending: no longer to doubt his asser- 
tion, followed him to his wife's apartments, where 
she no sooner belield her, than, changing her sarprise 
into admiralion, she praised her beauty with such 
grace, and offered her services and JHendBhip so 
warmly,' that any one who heard might have sup- 
posed her language to be dictated by the most sincere 
and kindly feeling. The embroidery, and the dilferent 
worlis with which Dorothea was.- employed, excited 
her attention, ' and elicited her praise. " Oh ! how 
beautiliil are these works," ^e exclaimed ; " how 
sorry I am thtd my miatress is not here to admire 
them ; I foresee that it would require but little to 
make yoa firieods: when 1 relate to her what I have 
seen, how she will envy me I 1 declare it will be 
quite a sin not to make yoii acquainted. However, 
now I know you, I shall come and see you very 
often." With these words, and other expressions of 
good will, she took leave of Dorothea ; and, paying 
fioni&cio for his gold, she departed. 

From that time forth she continued every day to 
repeat her visits : HometimeB she called for gold, and 
at others saying to Boni&uno, that it would be a sin 
to pass his door without calling to see his beautiful 
wife. Occasionally she called with some present, 
and artfully endeavoured to excite in Dorothea a 
wish to visit the convent of her asstimed mistress. 
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When, at length, it appeared to Sabina that the 
time had arrired when she might venture to realize 
her plana, she arose early one morning, and taking 
two Bmall bosketB, ihe filled one with aweetmeate, 
and the other with frnit of the earlieit and choicest 
deacriptiDn she could procure. With these she 
repaired to the house of Bonifacio, and presenting 
them to Dorothea, told her they were the earliest 
gathered fruits of tlie season, and that the Abbess, 
her mistress, thought they could not be more worthily 
offered than to her. 

After receiving the thanks of Dorothea, she added, 
" that her mistress was' desirous that she should 
oblige her in two things, — the first and principal was, 
that the following Monday, eight days from that 
time, was the feast of the blessed St. John the 
Baptist) and that on the Sunday eyening, his holy 
vesper, she should go to the convent and do penance, 
and pass a day or two with the nuns, who would, 
on that occasion, amuse themselves in a variety of 
ways, which could not fiiil to be agreeable to her." 

She farther informed the wife of Boni£>cio, "That 
several female relations of the nuns were about to 
visit the convent at the same time, to join their 
innocent festivities ; and that they would call for her 
and conduct her thither in their company." The 
second request was merely " That she should giv^ 
as an offering to the saint, two pounds of g<dd 
thread to work on an ornament for the altar." 
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" As to the gold," replied Dorothea, " I will give 
it with all my heart ; and, indeed, I ghonld be happy 
to comply with the wi§h of my lady the Abbess, if I 
were my own miatress. You know, Sabina, that 
there is another whose will must be consnlted before 
I can pronotmce, yes, or no." 

" And I promise him," returned Sabina playfully, 
" that it will be an unlucky word if he should say 
NO ; I would not stir hence for these eight days 
that are wanting to the feaet, without taking you 
with me. Indeed, my mistress will take no refiisal ; 
and it would be hard to deny her first request, par- 
ticularly when her expectation has been so much 
raised by the accounts I have given of your beauty 
and understanding." 

" Nonsense, Sabina," said Dorothea, " bow could 
you say so much of an elderly dame like me P" 

" Old, do you say," said Sabina laughing ; " you 
had better tell me that spring is the end of the 
year, or that May is December ; I should be just a* 
likely to believe you. Ah I you wicked thing, yon 
have not lost your vanity yet, I see." Bonifiwiio 
and his wife both laughed at her pleasantry ; and 
the good-natured husband, without suspecting there 
was a snake in the grass, immediately gave his 
consent. 

" On my life, Sabina," said he, " you have pleaded 
irresistibly ; and as our lady the Abbess has done 
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-ns the hoBonr to reqtMSt my wife's companj'', I 
cannot think of refitBing her. Should the ladies of 
whom yon spoke pass this way, and will call for her, 
they can go to the convent together." 

Sabina was almost beside herself with joy at thea^ 
words, as much from the secret pleasnre she took in 
mischief, aa from the gratification of haring succesS' 
fully achieved her undertaking. She lost no time 
in returning- home, and hastily throwing off her 
mantle, ran to inform her master of the success of 
her negotiation. Claudio waa obUged to guess at 
the meaning of her incoherent declarations ; for so 
rejoiced was she, that her exdamations were more 
those of an insane person thftn of one celebrated for 
acuteness of understanding. Claudio was no less 
deUghted to think that the stratagem had succeeded, 
and for the whole week could only speak of his 
antidpations ; while his confidant, Sabina, was never 
weary of discussing an ailair which redounded so 
much to the credit of her own talent and dexterity. 

Sunday at last arrired, the day on which they 
had appointed to put their notable scheme into 
execution. 

Sabina had engaged a few females sobservient to 
her master's interest to assist her in the plot, and 
dressing some as married women, and others as 
duennas, she set off for Boni&cio's house. On their 
arrival, he answered the door himself, and seeing 
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Bucli on app^ntly respectable company, aAer paying 
hia complimentB, called down hie wife, who was 
already waiting for them. She came gaily down to 
meet them, quite delighted at the anticipation of the 
amusement promised her, and at the pleasure of 
making so many amiable acqoaintancee. 

After accosting them with much good nature and 
aflabUity, she took leave of her husband, and, encir- 
cled by her new friends, departed for the convent. 

When.they were at some distance from the house, 
proceeding, as Dorothea supposed, to visit the worthy 
Abbess, and amusing themselves by the way with 
lively aod innocent oonversation, one of the ladies 
suddenly stopped, and exclaimed with evident cha^ 
grin, " Mercy on me, how came we to forget DonA 
Beatrice, whom we invited, and who, I dare say, is 
now waiting at home expecting us 1" 

" God bless me," cried another, with well affected 
surprise, "how could we be so negligent I I vow by 
the bones of my mother, that I no more recollected 
her than I do the first dress ia which I ever ap> 
peared. However, we cannot go without her, and b6, 
if we turn down this street, we shall not lose much 
time in calling for her." 

With that, one of the ladies who was the most in 

advance, and who, with amply folded petticoats, and 

a rosary of a most portentous appearance suspended 

iroia her neck, seemed the most devout and matron- 

kS 
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like of the party, immediately led the way directed, 
and was followed by the rest. 

As it may be Biipposed, the house of Dona Beatrice 
was no other than that of Claodio, at the door of 
which they knocked for admittance. The Bummona 
was answered by a servant, who, opening a window, 
demanded their bilsiness, and whom they wanted. The 
elderly and respectable matron immediately replied, 
" Go and tell thy mistress that she miut huten and 
descend quickly, for her friends are waiting." The 
servant retired, as thougli to give the mesB^:e, and 
nhortly returning, opened the door and said, *'My 
mistress hopes yon will eTcnse her for detaining you 
a little longer ; but requests you will take seats in 
the parlour, and she will be with you as quickly as 
possible." 

The ladies then entered a very elegant room, and 
seated themselves to await the arrival of Dona 
Beatrice, but the two who accompanied Dorothea, 
passed with her into an adjoining apartment. It 
was very splendidly furnished ; the hangings were of 
blue and silver ; and in a recess was an elegant bed, 
very richly ornamented. There was a smaller cham- 
ber or boudoir adjoining, in which the three ladies 
seated themselves ; and Dorothea was sufBciently 
amused with the objects of art and costly workmau- 
ship which surrounded her, not to notice any strange- 
ness in the proceedings. 
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They had been there but a short time, when one 
of the ladies risiD^, exclaimed, " This is more than 
mortal patience con endure. I'd bet a trifle Dona 
Beatrice is not y«t ont of bed ; let us go and see 
what she is about, sister," and taking her feigned 
sister by the arm, the pair hurried out of the apart- 
ment, leaving Dorothea alone. 

The wife of Boni&cio having satisfied her curiosity, 
now finding herself alone, and in a house of which 
she did not even know the owner, began to feel 
rather uneasy ; but her fear increased with her asto- 
nishment, when, on the door opening, she saw Clau- 
dio enter, to whose person and pretensions she was 
by no means a stranger. He advanced towards her 
with an easy air, and smiling demeanour, and sainted 
her respectfully, yet not without a certain air of 
tenderness and confidence, that spoke a certainty to 
her heart, that her fears were fiir from groundless. 
Claudio, thinking it useless to conceal what he 
intended so soon to make her understand, at once 
told her of his lore, and pleaded forgiveness for the 
daring measures he had taken to secure an interview 
with the object of his adoration. 

It would be vain to describe the scene that fol- 
lowed ; the protestations on one side ; the prayers 
and reproaches on the other. Suffice it to say, that 
Claudio, after exhaastiug all the eloquence of which 
he was so perfect a master, leff his £>ir captive an 
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opportoDity of reTolving in her own naidd the circiim' 
stances of her untoward eitnatdon. From the female 
■tare who attended she conld gain nothing but pnuses 
of her maater's generosity, and every other source of 
information or escape was denied her. 

In this manner the day passed, and the honr of 
supper arrived. The twilight of a beautifhl day was 
sncceeded by as calm aiid delicions an evening as 
ever graced the happy chmate of Andalusia. The 
window of the apartment opened on a terrace over-' 
htoking a garden, from which the odour of the orange, 
plum, and jessamine, waswafledonthecool, relreshin^ 
air of evening, and the plash of the atreaming fountains 
was heard, as the waters fell into their marble basins 
with a tinkling, silvery sound. Clandio drew a 
chair jor Dorothea on the terrace, and taking his 
guitar, sang one of those tender aud pathetic sequi- 
dillas which never fail to rouse the emotions of the 
heart. Every thing around reminded Dorothea of 
the elegance of her former life ; and the ur she had 
just heard was one of those to which she had formerly 
listened, when among the number of the noble Mid 
the gay. But never before had she heard it so 
exquisitely sung — never, even in her fether's costly 
home, had she seen greater elegance and refinement 
oftaate than were conspicuous in the mansion of which 
she was then a tenant. The whole delight of her 
former life, her lost iamily and happy home, rushed 
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bflck on her memory, and she bunt into ' tears. 
Clandio did not let the moment pass nnimproTed : 
he knew the chord which was ' awakened in her 
heart, and, be&re eupper was announced, his tender 
and endearing consolation bad almost reconciled faer 
to his deceit. 

The room in which their meal was served was 
illnmined with a splendour which left the light of 
day little to be regretted ; yet the glare of the lamps 
fras exhausted by glasses of a pale rose colour, which, 
without detracting from the brilliancy, cast a sub' 
dued and voluptuous tinge on every object around. 
The supper consisted of the most delicate viands, 
and the wines and liquors of the choicest and most 
costly description ; the coronetted plate glittered 
upon her eyes as gorgeous and costly as in her early 
days of magnificence ; why then shall we blame her, 
if comparisons unwittingly forced themselves on her 
imagination,, between her present humble lot, and 
the time when such a display as she now beheld she 
could herself command 7 Let us not he too harsh 
on poor Dorothea, if, as her recollection glanced at 
the utter hopelessness of her present situation with 
regard to Clandio, — in a house surrounded by his 
own people, of whom indeed none knew her predic 
cament besides Sabina and the attendant, — she 
should contemplate her own feeble means of resist' 
ance, — a resistaiice which, if sufficiently successful 
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to raise tia alarm, 6f which hoirerer she san no 
probability, could only end in the certain ruin of 
her repntatioD. Her husband was reconciled to her 
absence for two days, after which time she conld 
return witiiont suspicion; in compassion therefore 
to his feelings, she was inclined to be silent in the 
affitir J and if we add to these reflections the scene 
around her, the impassioned love of the most hand- 
some and accomplished nobleman in Seville, the 
feeling still lingering in her heart for the elegancies 
of nobility and wealth, the early associations cf 
which her short time of probation could not wholly 
subdue, — why shall we wonder that Claudio was 
spared the sin of increasing his already flagrant 
transgression. 

By, this time the brilliancy of Claudio's mansion 
waxed &inter and fiiinter; the indiyidnals of his 
bonsehold had caroused to their satis&ction, and it 
was not long before everything seemed to be hushed 
in repose. But it so happened that their rest this 
night was destined to be but of short duration, for 
under no circumstance does the devil ever give ar 
feast without devouring the greater part himself, and 
in this instance he did not depart from his universal 
rule. 

It is a very common custom with him to construct 
a sort of tent or pavUion, wherein he invit«B a 
number of his particular friends. Here, by means 
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of opportunity, tei&ptation, and apeciouB anggestion, 
which he is never at a loss to invent, he encceeds in 
throwing them completely off their gnard ; and having 
lulled them into complete eecority, be suddenly 
draws aside the covering, and exhibits them to the 
public gaze in all the deformity of the vicious career 
into which they have been seduced. Not satined 
with this partial exposure, he takes bia drum and 
trumpet, and raises such a diaturbance, that every 
body, far and near, be they never ao little gifted with 
curiosity, immediately repair to the acene to ascertain 
tlie canae of soch an outcry. 

It just happened thus to those of whom we have 
related thia little history — and yet, who could have 
foreseen that any disastrons conaequencea could have 
terminated a scheme so well laid, and apparently so 
well secured?— 'but who ought to feel surprised when 
we recollect who it waa planned the entertainment, 
and who paid the cost? 

During that day, aa may be supposed, very little 
order was kept in Claudio's bonae. The servants, 
while the master waa ao completely entranced, felt 
they had a right to act as they pleased, and were 
restrained by no consideration ; so that when night 
came, Claudio's cellars had been so thoroughly 
searched, that very few were in a condition to assist 
themselves. The conaequence was, the fires were 
badly extinguished, and some combustible matter 
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lying in the kitchen, was kindled hj a spark from the 
chimney, which, estending- to some pieces of far- 
niturei shortly Bpreod with uncontrQlled and alarming 
fiiry, to other parts of the building. The fire con- 
tinned to gain ground in the inner part of the honse, 
without any one being aware of the danger ;-for, over- 
come by the wine they had drunk, they were quite 
insensible to the peril that awaited them. 

The flames had now forced their way through the 
casements, and it so happened that the Lieutenant of 
the city, of whom we had heretofore occasion to 
speak, was making hia circuit of the place, and 
seeing an unusual glare at a distance, instantly rode 
to the spot, and found Claudio's house in flames. 
The alarm was instantly given — crowds of the poUce 
and neighbours rushed to the spot ; no answer being 
returned to their thundering salatatioas, the gate 
was forced, and a confnsed mob rushed in, some to 
Have the inhabitants, others to assist in extinguiehing 
the fire, and not a few to appropriate to themselves 
what little the flames would relinquish, 

Claudio and Dorothea, who were at some distance 
from the household, received the first intimation of 
.their danger by hearing the doors of the ante-chamber 
forced open, and the confused sound of voices ap- 
proaching. Claudio, suspecting the house was beset 
by thieves, instantly threw a cloak round him, and 
seiising his rapier, started hrih to meet the aggressors ; 
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and Dorothea, alarmed beyond measure, hutily threw 
(ome garments orer har; bnt before either conid 
reachthedoor,itwas thrown open, and the Lieutenant 
himaelf entered, bearing; a blazing torch, and followed 
by a crowd of soldiery. 

To paint the horror of Dorothea and the aatonish-> 
tuent of the Lieutenant is impossible ; surprise and 
fear prevented her irom using any caution in con- 
cealing her countenance until it was too late. The 
Lieutenant's sniprise, howeTer, was quickly changed 
into the most violent anger ; to think that his long 
suit bad been treated with contempt and indifference, 
and that one of such late pretensions should hare 
succeeded as hia rival, apparently with her own con- 
sent, and doubtless with the knowledge of her hus* 
band, was more than he could endure ; and without 
heeding the iwnsequences to himaelf, in the antici- 
pation of revenge, heordered them both to prison, that 
a public exposure might ensue on the morrow. 
. In vain Claudio threatened the direst retribution — 
in vain ha pleaded his nobility, and protested against 
the outrage ; the Lieutenant was inexorable : and the 
soldiers, not knowing the person of either, obeyed 
the command of their officer. 

Covered with cloaks to avoid the recognition of 
the crowd, Claudio and the terrified Dorothea were 
conducted by the guard through the burning bouse, 
»nd conveyed to prison. The fire was with difficulty 
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eztinguuhed ; tlie Lieutenant retired to his honsei 
not to sleep, but to think of his revenge in the 
exposure which the morning would not &il to pro- 
duce. He even endesroured to contrive some man- 
ner of implicating Bonifacio, who he did not donbt 
had consented to the absence of his wife, for some 



However, leaving the worthy officer to gratify hid 
motive by anticipation, we most return to otir friends, 
whom we left in a pitiable plight on their way to 
prison. Sabina, who slept in an adjoining apart- 
ment to that of her master, seeing how matters went, 
immediately invented a plan to defeat the intentions 
of the Lieutenant, who, she was well aware, intended 
nothing less than the destruction of Dorothea's repu- 
tation. It is said, and very justly, that the ready 
wit of women is more available in critical junctnres, 
thsn alt the wisdom and foresight of the wisest 
Without further hesitation, therefore, she provided 
herself with the remains of a roasted capon, some 
nice ham, and a flask of winej then taking a small 
mattrass and coverlid on her head, and a few reals in ' 
her pnrse, she betook herself to the guard house, 
where her master and Dorothea were detained. She 
told the porter, that a servant of her master had been 
sent there by the Lieutenant, for not being suiEdently 
prompt in supplying the necessary vessels to obtain 
water to check the fire, and that with bis leave she 
hod brought her abed and supper. 
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The trifling' nature of the fiinlt, and the efficaciouB 
natore of a few reals, quickly opened the door ; and 
I>orotheB, who waa mora dead than alive, quickly 
ezchan^d her gormentB for those of Sabina, whose 
fiice being concealed by the mattrass, was not known 
to the porter. Immediately this was effected, Doro- 
than called to the functionary, and told him that her 
iriend refused to have any supper, and begged his 
acceptance of it, for which the man seemed very 
gratefiil, and accompanied her to the door with eveiT' 
mark of respect, leaving Sabina in her place with 
Clandio. 

Dorothea, following the isstmction of Sabina, flew 
to the house of one of Gtaudio's rebtions, who had 
been an actor in the scene of the day previous, and 
relating the circomstance to her, remained there the 
rest of the night ; and early on the following morn- 
ing, accompanied by her and another female, returned 
to her hnsband, saying, that as she did not feel quite 
well, the Abbess advised her to go home. 

Boni&cio was much pleased to find his wife retom 
earlier than he expected, and was proiiue in his 
acknowledgments to the ladies who had done him 
and his wife so much honour. Meanwhile the Lien- 
tenant, delighting in the prospect before him, dis- 
patched one of his assistants to his iriend the mayor, 
giving him an account of the case, and begging that 
he would repair to the council chamber as quickly as 
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|Ki8aibte, with as muiy friends as he could collect,'iii 
order that the case might be m&de aa public as poa- 
eible. 

He then went orer to Boni&cio for the pni- 
poee of upbraiding him, and commanding hia attend- 
ance at the council chamber. Dorothea, who ex- 
pected some yisit of the kind, no sooner heard the 
Toice of the Lieutenant, and Bpeaking of herself in 
the most opprobrions terms, than she ran down stairs 
in the morning dress she nsuaUy wore, and confronted 
the gallant officer before he could enter into particn- 
lars. Her appearance was like the effect of an appa- 
rition on the lieutenant, who seemed utterly confound- 
ed, as though doubting; the evidence of his senses. His 
erident coniusion aroused the wrath of Bonifacioi 
who ttunking that what he had said proceeded li-om 
an ill feeling) the canae of which he conjectured, and 
which the appearance of his wife had caused him to 
be ashamed of — forgetting the respect due to his 
superior, and only alive to his insulted honour, with 
the assistance of his men, he thrust the gallant officer 
with his myrmidons out of doors. He then returned^ 
happy and delighted, to his wife, to whom he repeat* 
edly expressed his pleasure at her returning even 
earlier than be had espected. 
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DORIDO AND CLOBINIA. 



I MUST not here omit to give you on itcconnt of a 
Bing:nlar uid sppalling event, which took place at 
Rome, on the eye of my departure from that city, 
although in no way connected with my own adren- 
tores. The ambasBador had just finished anpper, 
when a NeapoUtan gentleman, who often came to 
that hotel, suddenly entered our room. He had all 
the appearance of a man who had met with some un- 
pleasant occurrence, and addressing his excellency — 
f I Mu come, my Lord, to acquaint you with a very 
extraordinary incident, which I hare only just het^, 
and which, aa yon may see, has really affected ma 
not a little." " I am anxious to hear what it can 
be," replied my master ; " hand the gentleman a 
chair, Gnzman:" and the Neapolitan, being seated, 
began the narratire that follows : — 

A gentlemui, a native of this city, — as high-bom 
and accomplished as he is brave and handsome, and 
of whom, I dare say, you hare heard, — named Do- 
rido, fell in love with a lady, the &ir Clorinia, not 
more than sixteen or seventeen — beautiful, virtuous, 
and also of a good family. She received an excellent 
^notion,, and her charms, both of person and of 



.■In Google 



214 MATEO ALEMAN. 

mind, shone with redonbied lustre, hj the extreme 
care and polish bestowed upon her manners and her 
attainmenta of ereiy kind. Her aurpassin^ beaatj-, 
whidi none could gaze on nith imptmit^, made her 
parents cantions how they permitted her to appear in 
pahlic, lest some quarrel mi^ht arise among those 
eag^er to win her regard ; for which reason either her 
&ther or brother was seldom seen absent from her 
side. 

Already, for some months, had young; Dorido seen 
and loved her ; and snch was the passion he enter- 
tained for her, as wholly to absorb his mind, and 
lead him, by seeking every occasion fcH" looks and 
signs — all by which he wbb permitted to address her — 
to convince her of its reality. These soft and voice- 
less witnesses of his love were not always fortunate 
enough to be regarded ; but when they were, they 
seemed to produce a bvour^le effect upon the object 
of them. Clorinia took pleasure in secretly observing 
him — br more than she let it appear that she did ; 
but soon, without knowing exactly why, she felt 
equally interested in attracting his regard, till, by 
degrees returning his silent advances, she caught the 
sweet contagion she had before communicated to 
him, and, for the first time, felt the young emotions 
of love and jealousy, as he had done. 

It was impossible Dorido could be long ignoMtot 
of the conquest he had meditated] and for a period 
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he gave himeelf np to the delighted assurance of 
being belored. But soon eighiug for more substan- 
tial pTOolB of his succeBB, he sought for the means ; 
he contracted an acquaintance with her brother, 
Valetio, and so &r won his confidence as seldom 
to be seen out of his company. They continually 
riaited each other, and Dorido had now ample 
opportunity to contemplate the charms he so much 
admired, and eren to speak to and to hear her speak. 
Still he could not declare his feelings ; and their 
eyes were the sole interpreters of their secret wishes- 
Things, however, did not long remain in this 
position. Clorinia could not conceal her love from 
her iarourite maid, a girl of some experience, and 
one who wished to shew her dSTotion to her yonng 
mistress. With this view she went of her own 
accord to find the lover, and sud to him : " Senor 
Dorido, yon are very handsome, and it would be 
foolish in me to conceal what it would be still more 
foolish in you to conceal from me. I see into your 
heart ; you are in lore with Clorinia, and you are 
not the only one that loves. You are both dying to 
be left alone together, and I truly pity your case. 
I shall have no rest till I invent some expedient to 
give you this happiness. The lover, enraptured to 
hear these words, thanked the kind creature from 
the bottom of his heart, declaring, that if she suc- 
ceeded in ndiat she promised, she would find him 
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anj' thing but ungratefiil for the boon. He then 
eat down, wrote an impassioned lettOT, fuU of love 
and gratitude, which he conjured her to deliver aafe 
into the hands of her fidr mistress. 

Scintilla returned home, and holding the billet in 
her hand, told her lady the object of her embaesy ; 
for which, though she received a sharp chiding, she 
was soon with no great difficulty pardoned. How 
and where the lovers were to meet became the next 
question. The young lady, declaring it to be impos- 
sible, wished to give up the idea ; but her ingenlo^ 
maid hit upon a method which she could not but 
agree was extremely deserving of a trial. Scintilla 
was in the habit of occupying a little low apartment, 
adjoining another set apart chiefly for the lumber of 
the house, and which received light only through a 
small grated window, through which a person was 
barely able to insert his hand. It opened upon a 
very lonely unfrequented quarter, which seemed to 
have been made expressly for the rendezvoos of two 
lovers on some quiet night. 

When the duenna found her young lady inchned 
to put her new theory into practice by means of 
this little grated window, she went and acquainted 
the. gentle lover, who, that very same evening, about 
eleven o'clock, found himself close to the place. He 
saw the window, he saw the good duenna, and she 
preached patience to him — at least till the rest of 
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tha domestics should faftve retired. Yet be did 
not dgh there i<yisg ; the delightM moment was at 
hud ; Clorinia appeared in all her beanty, though 
trembling: in ever^ accent and in every nerve. Her 
lover, too, could not utter a word. They came to 
tell their love, and the excess of their joy prevented 
it ; but love has more than one langtu^ ; the lady's 
hand was extended throug'h the envious bars, was 
gra^d, and instantly covered with a thousand kisses. 

By degrees they recovered the power of speecli ; 
tbey gave lull vent to the emotions by which, they 
wore governed — the delight of hearing each other 
speak, and being together. The morning woold 
thus have found, without interrupting them, had 
not the watchfiil guardian of their tove informed 
them of the Isfise of time. Before bidding adieu, 
Dorido ccoijnred bis mistress to permit him to return 
on the ensuing evening, at the same hour, to the 
same spot ; and this she had not either the courage 
or inclination to refuse him. 

Both were equally enraptured with their meeting, 
and sighed with equal ardour to repeat it. Dorido 
was in a state of impatience and agitation which 
would not permit him a moment's repose ; and he 
counted each minute nntil the promised one arrived 
that was to restore his Clorinia to his sight. The 
lady was equally true to it, and this night, with less 
timidity and abinni their mntosl joy seemed to be 
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more intense. A lively conversation ensued j in 
wliich each, as eager to display the siqwrior charm 
of a well adorned and accomplished iiuad,«e well as 
of person, exerted themselres to the ntmoet, and 
not a lew were the uprightly and happy allnsions, 
and more delicate compliments they made and re- 
turned each other. The interview coBtinned more 
than three hoars, and. you may suppose was not 
nnmingled with vows and innocent caresses. Such 
was the eharm of tins meetiiig, aa to render it again 
imperative on the prudent attendant to remind them 
of the hour ; and it was some time hefbre she anc- 
ceeded in rousing them to a sense of their danger, 
and tearing themirom eadi other'a si^t. 

The only other person acquainted with Dorido's 
paadon was a Roman gentleman, named Horazlo, 
who, unknown to hia friend, was extremely attached 
to tlie same lady. Perceiving, however, that he 
made no pn^iress in her affecttona, be conjectured 
that there was somewhere a rival, perhaps more foa> 
tunate than himselfi and it was not long before his 
suspicions vtm directed towards Dorido, from the 
circumstance of hie being seen so frequently in the 
company of the brothw. To ascertain at once how 
&r he was correct in his supposition, Hanoi* went 
directly to Dorido, with whom he was in daily habit 
of intOTCOurse, and addressed him in these terms : — 
" I am come, my dear friend, to ask you a particular 
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fevonri socb m I tnut yoa will not refuse j fiff my 
peace of mind depends n^n it. I see yon conti- 
niully with Valerie, — you are very often at his 
hoose, — and I suspect that yoa are smitten with the 
beauty of his lovely sister. Let me appeal to your 
cuidoor and Idndness, — if it be as I think, reveal 
the &ct, for yoa are too worthy and noble for me to 
dispate with you the affections of this enchanting 
Mid accomplished girl." 

** Yon are then yourself in loye with Cloriuia ?" 
enquired DoridO) witit an anxious air. 

" I am most certainly diarmed with her," rephed 
Horazio; "bnt I am' just and sensible enough to 
allow that you better deserve to obtain her regard." 

" Id that J sboi^ feel myself especially honoured," 
said Dorido ; " bat, all flattery apart, I will tell you 
candidly that it is not my intention to solicit the 
hand <^ the iair Clorinia." 

" Is that possible I" exclaimed Horazio, quickly; 
is it not your object to become the husband of Vale- 
rio's sister P Ah, my friend, how different do we 
feel thea, — how I long to unite my &te for ever 
with hersl And, indeed, if such are your ideas, 
I think you ought to resigo any other views or 
intentions you may have formed, in favour of my 
more lasting— more hononrable claims. As my 
friend, you will do as much, I know." " And as the 
friend of your Clonnia's &mily, you might have 
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added," rejoined Dorido, " in that point of view I 
aasnredly ought. Yes, I will leave the field open to 
yon ; and if Valerio's sister consent to bestow her 
hand upon yon, I, ibr one, will not oppose yonr 
snccesB. Nay, I will do more, I will speak to her 
in yonr liironr; and, as &r as it may depend on me, 
mj' embassy shaU not be a bootless one." 

So delighted was Horozio with this frank and 
generous conduct on the part of his friend, that be 
was at a lose for words to express his gratitnde ; not 
reflecting that the promise ^Ten was conditional, 
and made to depend upon the lady's own choice. In 
short, snch was the iUnsion of his joy, that he 
repeatedly pressed his friend to urge his caose as if it 
were his own ; and with so much earnestness, and 
tenderness of manner, as really to interest the feel- 
ings and pique the generosity of his more &votired 
rival. He felt the power of Tirtnous love; and, 
doing justice to the purer motives of his friend, 
Dorido resolved to sacrifice his more licentious 
passion, to accomplish the lasting happiness not only 
of Horazio, but of the lady's bmily and of herself. 

In pursuance of this object, on their next inter- 
view, Dorido thus addressed the lady to whom he 
' had before made so many professions of unalterable 
lore; — "You are doabtless not ^orant, Madam, 
that yon rank in your long list of conquests, a gen- 
Ueman named Horazio ; but I am very doubtinl 
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if jon ate awnre to what an extreme degree he h 
c^tivated with j<m. He actually idalisee ^0% and 
&e bare idea of ever becoming jour hnaband ia the 
sole and Bweeteet dream of his existence ; without 
which, he dedarea that life has for him no charm." 

" I am delighted at what 70U tell me," replied 
Clorinia, " for now I shall bare an opportunity of 
shewing' you what little regard I par to the adora- 
tion of all the brers in the world— except— except 

■ "I feel," replied Dorido, "all the ralue of such 
an acknowledgment, every way so noble j but at the 
same time, I should be undeserving of this exceeding 
goodness, were I not in a manner to take up arms 
agaiust myself, in defence of one of the best, and 
most amiable and generous of Iriends. Horazio's 
merit is great, and when yon come to appreciate it 
rightly, you would probably not much regret it if 
your parents were desironB of bestowing yon upon 
so excellent a man 1" 

. " How then," exdtumed the beauty, with a look of 
extreme nrprise, and eren terror, " do you wish to 
yield^to destroy me ? Can you be in earnest that 
yon wish me to return Horazio's passion ?" 

"No, truly," replied Dorido, "that is not m}r 
idea ; I only wished yon to nnilerstand, that if you 
bore him any affection, and your parents had resolred 
to give him your hand, it would have been bootless 
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in me to complain ; I wontd then mnke ■ nurifice to 
the bappineBS of taj riral, in order to abow how 
truly AerateA I am to all yoar wishes^— do yoa eaai- 
prehend me P" 

" Do I ?" replied the lady bitterly ; " I know 
that I would not &U d victim bo RobmiBBirdy as yoa 
appear to think; or, or yonr attachment has lost 
much of the fidelity— the ardonr which I believed it 
to poeeess. But," ihe coDtinned*, " I with not to 
put you to this proof. Dorido hae been the first, 
and will be the last of the lorera I wish to have ; — 
on that at least yon may depend. Let Horeeio peM 
gist or not, as he feeb disposed in his pnrsrut of me 
—he will not gain any more in my esteem j end I 
wish yon to understluid that as my fixed detennina- 
tion. I was before aware of his Views ; and I hava 
ever since conceived an aversion for hin, amoantin^ 
to absolute horror; and £>r which I can hardly 
account." 

Dorido no longer ventured to My a word in his 
fiiend's fiiroar ; be saw that it was worse than nse- 
1e» to press the subject npon her attention. He 
changed the conversation, which took on interest of 
another kind, exhansting: itself in the most tendw and 
passionate exclamations on the side of Clorinia, 
which renewed all Dorido's ardour, and no fewer 
protestations on his. On the ensuing morning, 
Horazio caUed upon his friend : " Yon have seen 
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ClorinU?" he exd&imed, " and spoken in my &voar ; 
and how did she receire it V wu the bretUhlese 
inqniiy be nutcto. 

" In Tery ill put, indeed," replied the other, " and 
joa most not continne to flatter yourself with the 
least hope. I sud all I coold to raise yonr merit in 
her eyes; jtmi person, wealth, fitmily— bat all in 
Tain. 1 described to her the excess of your attach- 
ment) greater, most likely, than it is ; but the cmel 
creature stopped my month, TOwing, that though 
you lored till the day of doom, yon should never be 
united in marria^ bands with her." 

On hearing these wotda, Htovzio grew deadly 
pale, and seemed lost in profbnnd thought; while, 
struck with the extreme pain be appeared to suffer, 
DiHido, softening his tone, beseeclted him to tnaa- 
mon more reeolution, and desist from a rain and 
fruitless pursuit ; adding, that in Rome there were 
many as lovel; girls as Clorinia, who would not 
require to be compelled to return his love. " Besides, 
my dear Horazio," he continued, " I am sure yon 
hare not the slightest cause to complain of me ; I 
would hare yielded her to you, I swear, had I seen 
the least probability of her indulging an inclination 
for you. I wonld have made this noble sacrifice to 
oar friendship ; and will yon, on yonr part, refiise 
to relinquish an anxious, painful undertaking, and 
which, in the remote case of succeeding, must be at 
the expense of your best iriend." 
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It wa« now for the first time Horazio broke 
silence, and fixing his eyes cm his friend,-^" I am 
very fer," he said, " from reproaching, yon. You 
have rendered me a sad and nseless service ; yon 
hare spoken for me, and I thank ytm. for it. It ie 
only just, I agree, that I should renonoce the pursuit 
of what I cannot obtain : her heart is yours, — asd s» 
let it be. Farewell 1 and I will try to attend to your 
advice about attaching myself to some other more 
attainable object." 

With these words he left his friend Derido in the 
persnasion, that, Btnick with the justice of what he 
had said, he would leave nolihing untried to banish 
the thought of Ctorinia from his mind. It was not 
go; he had set down his friend Dorido as a traitor, 
a jalse, malicious, selfish hypocrite, who had betrayed 
him ; drawn a hateful portrait of him before the lady 
he adored ; and he now resolved to take the matter 
into his own hands. '.' By heavens I'' he exclaimed, 
"I will ask her; 1 will have her in marriage from her 
bther ; he will jdead for me better than a rival." He 
proceeded forthwith to act upon this suggestion ; he 
declared bis wishes, and they were accepted and 
approved. He also obtained bis own father's con- 
sent, and the two old gentlemen soon sat in council 
upon the business, the result of which was, that the 
marriage should take place, provided the inclination 
of the lady could be brought to accord with their 
own views. 
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On the first mention, however, of the bSut, nicb 
WBE the extreme repugnance and even horror mani- 
feBted }tj the beaatifiil Clorinio, that the desi;^ was 
ae quickly abandoned aa it had been formed) as a 
thing wholly impossible. 

How lamentable the folly and weakness of man 1 
to let a single passion obtain mastery over his mind) 
until he becomee no longer the same being; and, 
yielding ap the helm of reason, is borne, like a lost 
ressel, apon the rocks. Horazio imagined he saw 
tis passion treated with scorn, — his riral happy 
and triumphant ; and in an instant, the lore which 
before animated his soul became changed into bitter 
hatred. He now r^arded Clorinia as an object of 
horror, and brooded orer thooghts of revenge. He 
next began to stndy the means, and how he conld 
strike most snrely and deeply at the hearts of both, — 
and at a single blow. He set a vigilant guard upon 
their proceedings, a wretch hired to dt^ their steps 
whithersoever they went; and having thus dis- 
covered the place of their stolen interviews, with 
every circumstance attending them, there remained 
little else reqnisite to supply him with the most 
strange, cruel, and heartless method of revenge that 
ever entered into the human breast. Actuated by 
his infernal hatred, he one night, anticipating the 
arrival of Doiido, hastened to the place where they 
met, and approached the little window, at which he 
L 3 
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alreadf beheld looking forth, the oIjJBct in porsuit of 
which h« had come. la the obscuidty of the erening 
he knewthat tiieuBter of Volerio would easily mistake 
him for her lover ; and, in &ct, she addreEsed him in 
the most affectionate language — in words that made 
Horazio's blood boil within him, and iBq)eUed him 
to deep revenge. 

In perfect silence the treacherons friend ap- 
jMFoached : he stretched out his hand, he clasped 
that of the lady eagerly meeting his, and holding it 
witha f«t>ciouB and gigantic gnup, he had the heart, 
with a sharp iDatrument prepared tet the purpose, 
to separate the lovely limb finm its arm. The act 
was momentary ; vain were her shrieks ; the villain 
had fled. He already sat in the gloom of his secret 
chamber, and in the deeper gloom of bis sonl madly 
exulting in the thought of his triumphant revenge. 

But what were the horror-Btruck feelings -of the 
&mily and friends of thiA &ir g^rl, when, roused by 
her uies, they found her deprived of consciouBness, 
and bathed in her blood. Her fiiithful attendant 
hung over her, still filling the house with her shrieks. 
On beholding the deed, her parents both fell uncon- 
scious at her side ; while the unhappy brother and 
the servants were busily endeavouring to staunch 
the bleeding wound. It was no time to doubt, to 
inquire, or to accuse ; the most eminent surgeons 
were summoned to tne spot, to attempt, if possible, 
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to arrest the unhappy lady's fleeting breath. The 
aged &ther, being maanwhile recovered, besought 
his domestics, for the ends of jiutice, to reveal 
nothing without orden ; while he sighed over the 
lost honour and happiness of his house. Her brother) 
Valerio, having armed himself, now issued into the 
street, attended by his valets ; and what was his 
grie^ at being enabled for some distance to track 
the marderong villain by the drops of his dear sister's 
blood; for the wretch had borne along with him the 
bleeding hand as a trophy of his secret crime. While 
thus employed, he met his friend Dorido, who was 
liasteniag to his accustomed interview with an air of 
visible joy. In Altering accents Valerio called to 
him, " Alas I my dear friend, whither are you 
going? Help tu, for God's soke help to find the 
murderer; for I see by your looks you know nothing 
of the horrid deed. Our poor Cloriuia — my sister" — 
but words feiled him, and he could not go on. 
" Gracious God 1 " cried Dorido, " what has hap- 
pened — quick — answer me — what of Clorinia?' 
" That," replied Valerio, in a voice of solemn 
anguish, " that we ought to conceal from every 
human ear and eye, but to you it shall be told, 
because I know as my friend that you will unite . 
with me in hunting down, whithersoever he flee, 
the cruel assassin of my poor sister." 

Pierced to the heart by these words, Dorido nearly 
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snnk under endden terror and anrprise. Then, 
trenabling and fkint, he begged Valerio to explain 
every thing ; which he did ; and Valerio would then 
hare conducted him to the tuigeon, had he not reso- 
Intely resisted, exclaiming, " It is no time now tot 
anght but revenge. She will be lost to me I bnt I 
will drag forth the unheard-of villain to light — 
moneter as he ie I" " Leave me to deal with him, for 
I feel thia vieitation as bitterly as yon can. It is 
impossible to think of it without shuddering : but, 
heavens I with what delight shall I inflict upon him 
a puniehment, as near as may be commensurate 
with bis fatal crime." 

The two friends then separated, Dorida returning 
to his own house, in the reaolution of taking some 
immediate step to avenge bJa ontraged love, and iuU 
of indignation against Horazio, whom he more than 
suspected to have committed the atrocious deed. 
He firat shut himself Tip in his room, where he gave 
free vent to his feelings on ao aevere a loaa ; for he 
had now become more deeply attached to the &ir 
Clorinia than before. " My lost, my beauteous one I" 
he exclaimed, " my envious, hated rival hatb indeed 
succeeded! hath snatched thee from my arms for 
ever I Alas I you mistook him for your Dorido; 
and I — I am the sad cause of the calamity that has 
befallen you. Bnt for me, you had been happy and 
beautiful as ever I — in all thy sweet innocence and 
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tranquillity of soul. Yes, it is I who hare been thj 
Bsaassin ! Yet will I not long survive thee, — when 
once I shall have immolated thy wretched destroyer 
to thy dear and sacred shade I Would only that thou 
mightest survive, to enjoy the only consolation left 
na now — to hear of the memorable doom to be 
inflicted by this right hand npon the body of the 
traitor !" 

The next morning found him still absorbed in 
grief and tears ; but then, rousing himself, he has- 
tened to the house of Clorinia's &ther, where sorrow 
and consternation sat on every countenance. The 
&ther and the brother seemed to feel Iresh grief on 
his appearance. The old man, as he welcomed him, 
observed, " Alas I Dorido, my friend, my sweet girl 
is even now in the agonies of death. She has lost 
so much blood, that alone it is enough to forbid every 
hope. Was there ever a more unfortunate father I 
What can bare been the motive, tbiuk you, for the 
commission of so accursed a deed. It was no man — 
it was a horrid monster, — and what punishment can 
be imagined adequate to reach it?" ■ 

" Sir," replied Dorido, " try to assuage your grief; 
and feel quite at rest on that head, — to avenge her is 
the object of us all. 1 have undertaken to chastise 
him ; — he will perish. But ere that, give me a legal 
title to become her avenger ; I love Clorinia as my 
own soul ; unite our hands ere she breathe her last 
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sigh. ThoB, too, will Iier reputatioB not suffer; and 
yoa will not owe to a stranger that Batie&ction to 
which you we entitled." 

Without hesitation, the &ther as well as the son 
accepted the proposal ; they extolled his honourable 
feeling, and expressed gratitndB for the noble mannwr 
in which he had stepped forward to obviate all nn- 
pleasant remarks that might affect the poor girl's 
reputation. The old man, weeping, took his way to 
his daughter's bedside ; and a delightful smile played 
over her countengnce when she heard what was 
requested.- She signified her assent amidst tears of 
mingled bitterness and joy. She declared that she 
should die contented as the wife nf Dorido ; she 
inquired eagerly if he were at the house, and if she 
might he permitted to see and speak to him. This, 
as the fever appeared to have left her, it was con* 
ceived might not prave injorions to her; he ap- 
proached; but so great was the sudden joy she 
experienced on beholding: him, that she fell into a 
swoon, from which it was some time before she re- 
covered. The surgeon upon this, gave strict injunc- 
tions that the lovers ahoold not be permitted to speak 
to each other; bnt their looks snfBdently told what 
they felt and suffered. Observii^ that his presence 
appeared to afford her relief, he did not leave her 
during the remainder of the day. In the evening, a 
poest and a notary were called in, and the marriage 
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ceremony wu performed before the asBembled and 
weeping familf . 

For the two ensmn^ days, fwble hopes were en- 
tertuued of her life. She seemed to rally, and even 
the 8iirg«on no longer despaired ; bnl all were dieap- 
pointed. On the third day, a iresb acceis of fover, 
of a more r^id and violent character, seized on the 
patient, and left not the remotest chance. As faer 
last hour drew ni^h, Dorido, perceiving that the 
ereat must occur, secretly withdrew, and set about 
the means of his premeditated revenge. He sought 
Horazio in every spot ; and at length meeting with 
hiro, he took him cordially by the hand, and as if 
quite unsuspicious of any crime attaching to him, be 
catrelesely asked if he would come and sup with him 
that evening, to which Horazio consented, conceiving 
that as he had heard no public notice made of the 
atrocious deed, tlie lady was either recovering, or bis 
friend unacquainted with her misfortune. At the 
appointed hour, Horazio went, as he had been accus- 
tomed, to join his friend — and both were soon seated 
opposite each other at the table. Dorido had how- 
ever taken care that the wine should be well drugged ; 
and snch was its potent effect, that in a very little 
time Horazio found himself overpowered, and foil 
into a deep slumber. 

It was now that Dorido, assisted by his two vdlets, 
wholly devoted to his interest, bound the sleeper 
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both hand and foot ; they next slipped a cord ronad 
hU neck, and with this and another passed round his 
body they ^stened him np to a pillar which stood 
in the apartment. Having before dosed all the 
doors in the bouse, they now proceeded to administer 
antidotes to his lethai^, wfaicb speedily recalled the 
unhappy wretch to a sense of his situation. 

The moment be found himself awake did the 
dreadful truth flash conviction and horror to the 
Bonl of the assassin, — he knew in a moment where- 
fore he was there, and what he bad to expect. He 
did more — be confessed bis beinoos crime, while 
he implt^ed compassion and mercy in accents of 
bitter sincerity, such as only the love of life even in 
a convict can inspire. But here they were all in 
vain ; steeled to the heart's core, the lover and the 
bnsband, — bereaved so barbarously of his charming 
mistress, — listened to bis prayers and cries with 
mockery ; bis imagination being still haunted with 
the picture of his dying wife. Bent npoa inflicting 
retributive justice, he proceeded to sever with an 
axe the hands of the wretched Horazio ; and while 
still in all the agonies of approaching disstdution, he 
commanded his valets to strangle him with the rope 
that bound bim to the &tal pillar. Then having 
hung the two dissevered members round the neck of 
the corpse, he directed them to bear it to the exact 
spot where the fiital deed had been committed, and 
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on the same fearful uight, unable to support the 
idea of life in a place connected with so many hor- 
rorsi he took his departure from Rome. Pursuit 
was T&iiit — it is not even known what route he 
took, to what country he has flown ; but I have 
been assured that the unfortunate Clorinia breathed 
her last about three hours after he disappeared. 

Here the Neapolitan gentleman paused; — no one 
spoke. A story altogether of so tragic a nature 
seemed to have made a deep impression upon the 
ambassador, no less than upon all present who had 
listened to it, and who most unfeignedly deplored 
the fate of the unhappy lady. They also blamed 
Dorido in no measured terms; while the whole 
agreed, on reflecting farther on the subject, that in 
the conduct of both these Spanish cavaliers there 
appeared a spirit of revenge, and a reckless daring, 
— a savage love of blood) in no way compatible with 
the character of the true knight, or of the true 
Christian. 
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As relates to the life of this celebrated writer, 
there is, fortanately, no want of materials, and none 
of that uncertainty so observable in the literature of 
Spain, in connexion with the memoirs of some other 
of the most distinguished omamente of that nation. 
After the very ample and numerous accounts that 
have been given to the world of the prince of Spanish 
wits and novel-writers, we shall not here attempt 
more than a short sketch of his illustrious career; 
btit rest satisfied with referring the more curious 
reader to the writinge of Mayano Rios, Navarrete, 
and other biographers of the author of Don Quixote, 
who, besides several English and ibreign translators, 
are loud in the noveUst's praise. 

Confining ourselves, therefore, to the more striking 
and important features of his strange and chequered 
destiny, and the high rank he subsequently assumed 
in the literary annale of his country and the world, 
little more than a brief enlogy on his lofty genius and 
worth, B tribute of admiration to his greatness of 
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mind and excellence .of ch&racter, can be comprised 
in these pages. 

Cerrantes was bom in the year 1547, at Alcala de 
Henares, of a respectable &mily. He completed bis 
education at the unirersity of his native city, ranloDg 
with the three most diatingmshed in the conntry — 
those of Salamanca, Valladolid, and Alcala. His early 
and decided incliiiiation for literary pnrsnita deterred 
him from embracing any lucrative profession. The 
natural vigom: and vivacity of his genius mnply suf- 
ficed to raise him to the celebrity he attained ; he 
&iled to observe the usual academic rules and studies, 
or to reap the usual honours ; it might be added, at 
the usual expense borse by the less wealthy sons of 
Apollo, at least in his conntry— namely, long poetic 
vigils and short commons, with numbers of jealous 
rivals, and a bigoted and ferocious govemment, eag^ 
to entrap its prey. To these was added what must 
have been doubly galling to a lofty c^irit like his— 
dependence on the bounty of some lordly patron ; and 
he quickly sought refuge, from a sense of indignity; 
in the toils and perils of military life. 

While thus engaged, and during the intervals of 
war, Cervantes composed many of his immortal 
works, which he was compelled to dispose of for 
whatever pittance the booksdlers, aware of his 
neceesities, were disposed to give. Works like his 
must always confer repntation on tbe antfaw dtiring 
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life ; but tha satiB&ctioii he thenc« derived formed & 
tnTiitl compensation for the iajuriooa attacks of hie 
enemies, and the penecntion to which thef gave rise. 
They cast reflections upon him, both as a mao and a 
scholar, taking advantage, in the latter respect, of 
Ilia haviag asanmed no academic rank, and they more 
espedally railed against the mediocrity of bis genius 
in poetry. The wickedness of his satire was repro- 
bated ; and he whs eren r^roached with the defects 
of his persoB. 

In addition to ,tbiB injosticet the celebrated Lcpe 
de Vega wrote some verses, which, as a poetical 
production, and iat the grossness and mlgarity of 
manner in which be assailed Cervantes, mnst ever 
be considered a disgrace to his works. But posterity, 
which judges of character, uninfluenced by the vindic- 
tivefeeliug of party, orthe circiimstaQces of the times, 
has done anqple justice to the exalted, yet modest 
merit of Cervantes, and cites him as an illustrious 
example agaiast the overweening pride and monopoly 
of the schools. It recognised in his poetical essays 
the tme mode on which to form the national taste, 
suited to the genius and spirit of the people. It still 
admires in his novels the efficacy of their instruction, 
the vivacity, the justice and perception of character, 
displayed throughout, the freedom with which self- 
love is attacked, and, above all, the perfect moral 
combined with the fine nit, by which the whole is 
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diatingniBhed, — a remarkable feature tbroughont the 
works of our author, and to which no other has so 
auccessfiilly directed his attention. His personal 
defects, on which his enemies did not &il to vent 
their malignant jests, consisted in the loss of a hand ; 
but of which, far from entitling him to reproach, he 
might justly have been proud, for he was wonnded 
while fighting bravely for hie country against the 
Turks. But, if we throw into the balanc« the 
weight of his immortal Don Quixote, what advan- . 
tage will his rivals then have to boast P 

Posterity has compared Vii^ with Homer — 
Cicero with Demosthenes— Horace with Pindar — 
Milton with Tasso^Shakspeare with ComeiUe ; bat 
to the author of Don Quixote was reserred the glory 
of hanng no rival of his work. Avellenada endea- 
voured to emulate him, and wrote a second part to 
Don Quixote, of soch ability, that had not the first 
part been in existence, it was of itself of sufficient 
merit to obtain the palm for Spain in this species 
of composition ; bat Cervantes had already gained 
the triumph of setting his seal to ita auperiority. 

This extraordinary man, who with equal juatice 
and candour designated himself as Regocijo de lat 
Muaas, departed this world at Madrid, poor and in 
difficulties, but with serenity and a resigned spirit, in 
the year 1616, after having passed a chequered 
existence in the various and laborions duties of Be^- 
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vu>t, Boldier, slave, &nd a public functioDwry, of the 
most nnpleasant and precarions class in the aerTice. 

.His works are too well known to need deBcription. 
Independently of his inimitable Don Qnlxote, he 
was the author of numerous other prodnctions, espe* 
dally in prose, of sufficient respectability to establish 
his reputation in the republic of letters. Through the 
whole of them may be traced the masterly ^nius 
vrfiich gave them birth, and the talent with which he 
availed himself of the power and scope of his native 
toiigne. Bnt this latt«r ability he displayed more 
in his Novelat ExempUtret, than in any other of his 
works. 

These, indeed, are among the most excellent of 
tbeir kind; and I have selected from them two 
specimens, one of the humorous and satiric, or, as it 
is termed, the tumela picaresca ; and the other of 
a more serious and pathetic cast. In the story more 
recently pubtisbed, several freedoms have been taken 
in order to render it fit for an English public. 
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Os the confines of Atcndia) between the proTinces 
of CutiUe and Andalusia, might be seen a notable 
house of entertainment for tnTellers, called the 
LiUh Windmill. On one of the hottest days of 
summer, two bojrs were seen loitering about this 
place ; one was about fourteen j'ears of age, and the 
other might perhaps hare attained his seTeuteenth 
year. They were both good looking, though in a 
sadly destitute condition ; coats they had none; their 
trowsers were of coarsq linen, and, for want of bet- 
ter stockings, they were obliged to be contented with 
their bare skin. 

It is true that their feet were covered, those of 
one being carefully bound in straw or rushes, while 
the shoes of the other were of so peculiar a forma- 
tion, that it would seem the utmost ingenuity of the 
wearer had been displayed, in rendering them more 
than usually accessible to the elements of air and 
water. The head of one was partly covered by a 
scanty cap; the other wore a hat, though without 
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seenuBg to trouble himself about its deficiency of 
crown and brim. The ecant^ remttina of a ahirt of 
the colour of cbunoig leather partly adorned the 
neck and ahouldem of the younger ; whEe hiti com- 
panicm had remedied the inconvenience of guch a 
deficiency by the waistband of an oM pair of trow- 
sers, covered with grease and completely in tatters, 
which hung suspended from his neck on his breast, 
and appeared to conceal a small bnndte. In this 
repository of valuables was concealed a pack of cards 
of a different shape to those generally used ; for by 
reason of their long service, the comers were so 
much worn, that they began to asmime a circular 
shape, which had bean rendered still more distinct 
by the application of the scissors, it being found that 
the circular form was the most durable. Both the 
youths were much sun-burnt ; their nails were 
begrimed with dirt, and their skin could hardly be 
colled clean; One was armed with a broken sword, 
and the other with a yellow-handled knife, which 
completed their costume. 

They sallied from the inn and seated themselves 
opposite each other, under a sort of covering which 
serves for a viranda in houses of that description; 
and the elder, bowing very politely to the other, 
addressed him with all the ur of a man of ton. " If 
I might take the liberty of addressing a gentleman 
of your distinguished appearance without the cere- 
m2 



.■In Google 



2,44 CERVAKTES. 

mony of introdaction, I should enqaira what put of 
the coontry has the honour of claiming; yon as a 
resident, and whither yoa intend to trarel ? " 

" S^or Caballero," returned the other, with eqnal 
ceremony and politeness, " with respect to your first 
qaestion, I&m sorry that I un unable to satisfy your 
curiosity, being utterly ignorant of it myself; and, 
as to the second, I lament that I con afford you bs 
little information, for I really don't know." 

" Why, truly. Sir," said he without the shirt, " if 
I might giTe an opinion, you certainly don't look as 
though you had dropped from heaTca; and if you 
had, I should not think yon would choose this place 
for your descent,— consequently you must he going 
somewhere." 

" That is very just," replied the one with the hat; 
" and yet I have told you the truth, for my country 
is no longer mine, my &ther having turned me out ; 
and as to the future, I must trust to chance, which I 
dare say will put something in my way hy which 1 
may get an honest lirelihood." 

" And pray, may I ask whether yon bolong to 
any profession P" said the ordinal querist. 

"No other," replied the other, or younger, " than 
running hke a hare, leaping like a deer, or using a 
pair of BciBSors very delicately, will fit me for." 

" That is all very good and usefii]," said his com- 
panion, " for on next Holy Thursday you will find 
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g;ood employment in cutting paper ornitmentB for 
the chnrcli." " Ah, but my abilities io cuttibg do 
not lie thntwEiy," said the young-er gentleman. " My 
fitther, by the blessing of Froridence, is & tailor and 
shoemaker, and he taught me to cat out antipara*, 
which, as I dare say you know, are buskins, used by 
men in faarrest,—! obttuned such a proficiency in 
the art, that I might hare passed examination as a 
master, had not my bad fortune deprived me of my 
employment," 

" That will hi^en to the best of us," remarked 
the elder cavalier, " and I have always heard that 
the best abilities haTe always the worst fortune. But 
I don't doubt a gentleman of your acquirements has 
some way of bettering his fortune; and, if my judg- 
ment don't deceive me, yoa possess some other 
accomplishmeDtB, which perhaps your modesty will 
not allow you to make public." " Why, that is very 
true," said he, of the shirt laughing, " but, as you say. 
Sir, they are not exactly for the public" 

" Well, then," said the other, at the instant, 
*' although I consider myself as discreet as most 
youth, yet, to give you some confidence in me, I will 
be open with yon, and shall expect the same in 
return, for it is not without reason that fortune has 
thrown us tt^ther, and I am sure it wilt be to our 
loss if we do not become friends. You must know 
that my name ia Pedro de Riocon, and I am a native 
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of Fnenfridft, a pUce of some notei where my &ther i> 
a minister of the church, that U to Bay, he sells the 
fOfe'a indnlgeacea, being, as the mlgar call him, the 
Bukro. As I assisted him in faia traffic, I acquired 
snch dextOTJty in making: bai^^ains, that few conld 
obtain any advantage over me ; bat obserring one 
day that I was fender of the money I receiredf 
than c^ my bnsineBS, he put a pnrse of dollars into 
my luuid, and packed me off to Madrid to seek my 
fortune. 

" AmcMigst the temptations of the city, the cmi- 
tents of my purse soon vanished, and I found myself 
at last possessed of more wit than fortune. I applied 
for assistance to those who had assisted me to spend 
my money, but it was perfectly astounding to see 
the want of recollection evinced by these wretches 
directly I made known my distress ; some positively 
denied my acquaintance, while others dismissed me 
with their advice to be more cautious in future. I 
shrugged my shoulders, but suffered my lot patiently; 
and turned out to seek, my fortune with snch readi- 
ness, that I did not think of providing myself with 
any hucnries. I took what I thought most neces- 
sary, Jrom the things which remained to me, and 
amongst other, these cards — at the same time draw- 
' ing them from their concealment — from which I have 
managed to derive an honourable subsistence amongst 
the inns frequented by travellers. I always play at 
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Vingl-un, which is a rery excellent game for my 
purpose i and althong'h you see the cards ve iome- 
what the worse for wear, yet, I cckn asBnre yon, they 
possess a marrelloiiB virtue for those who nnderstand 
them ; indeed, they &re become so fiuniliar to me 
from long; acqnaiiitiuice, that I know them as well by 
tlie back as the front" 

" Independently of these advantages, I learned .of 
a certain aibbassadofa method of handling the cards, 
by which I am as mach at home with their capabi- 
tides, as yoa are in the cutting of antiparas. So 
yon Beet i»7 hononrsble Sir, that I am in no danger 
of starring, for let me be in what place I may, there . 
are always persons to be found who are willing to 
divert tbemselves with an innocent game ; and he 
who has the least experience, is generally the loser. 
Now, for example, let us look out for a pigeon 
amongst tbese carriers within ; we will sit down and 
play as though in earnest, and if any one wishes to 
make a third, yon will see that he will be the first to 
lay down his cash." 

" With all my heart," returned the younger 
adventurer, "and I feel mach indebted for your 
frankness, in return for which I can do no otherwise 
than relate, in a few words, what concerns myselfl I 
am a native of that goodly country situated between 
Salamanca and Medina del Campo. My &ther is a 
taUor, and taught me such a gboi nse of the scissors, 
that, instead of cutting clothes, I learned to cut purses. 
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My ambition, however, waa not to be limited to the 
narrotr precincts of a country village ; and I was 
already diagnsted with the treatment of a mother- 
in-law J leavings my home, therefore, I repaired to To- 
ledo, where, giving a &ee acope to my abilities, I did 
wonders. There was no roeary, let it be hnng ever so 
carefully, and no pocket however ingeniously can- 
trived, that my fingers did not visit, or my scissors 
divide — even thongh they were'goarded by the eyed 
of Argns. I can assnre yon, that, during the four 
months I resided in that city, I managed to escape 
all inconveniences. I was never cangfit between 
double doors ; never taken off my guard ; fell not into 
the hands of the constables, nor became the dupe of 
an informer. 

" It is now, however, abont eight days since, that a 
spy of the police gave notice of me to the cmregidor, 
who, being a great admirer of people of talent, ex- 
pressed an anxions desire to be acquainted with me ; 
my extreme modesty, for which I am remarkable, 
prevented me that honour; for thinking myself 
neither by birth nor educatitn qualified to move in 
snch distinguished society, I was obliged to disap- 
point his worship, by Withdrawing myself from 
Toledo. I effected my removal with snch haste, 
that I actually did not allow myself time to procnrri 
a coach, to provide myself with linen, or indeed any 
of those conveniences with which gentlemen usually 
travel ; and here I am as yon see me." 
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" Really that was very amusing-," aaid Rincoa, 
grinning ; " but now as we kuow each other, I think 
it is time to drop our gentility, and confess that we 
have not any thing in the world bnt what we stand 

" There is no use in mincing the matter," quoth- 
Diego Cortado, for by snch name he called himself, 
" it ie even as' you say ; and since our Mendship 
QUg-ht to be lasting, S^or Rincon, I think we 
■honld commence it by a proper manifeetatian of 
our feelings :" and then risiiig, both the gentlemen 
embraced each other with great apparent cordiality 
and good will, lliis little ceremony completing 
their good understanding, they sat down to play 
with the aboTe-mentJoned cards, having cleaned them 
from dnst and straw, though not from grease, and 
certain deceitful signs ; and in a "few hands Cortado 
. became as clever at the game as his master Rincon, . 
At this tiibe one of the carriers came oat, when 
seeing the two boys at play, he asked them whether 
they had any objection to a third, to which they 
goodnaturedly consented. Fortune &voured the 
boys so well, that in less than half an hour the 
carrier lost twelve reals, and twenty-two maravedis, 
which in paying cost him just as many twinges of 
regret. The loser, however, seeing his adversaries 
were only boys, thought he could take his money 
from them again with impunity ; but the one drew 
M 3 
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Lis piece of a sword, and the other handled his knife 
go ibrmidably, that had not ttie carrier's companions 
come to his succonr, it was likelj to have gone ill 
with him. 

At this time a troop of people passed on horseback, 
who> seeing the disturbance between the boj^ and the 
curier, parted them, and taU the fi»iner they wer« 
goin^ to pass the night about a league further, 
whither, if they pleased, they might accompaiiy 
them. "We will go with pleasure," said Biocon, 
" and any thing we can do in retnm, we shall be most 
happy ;" and, without further invitatioU) they jumped 
up on two of the mules and set forward with the 
party, leaving the carrier in no very enviable state 
of temper. The landlord could not help laughing at 
the dexterity of the young rogues ; for he confessed 
he had overheard their oonversation, and thus learnt 
that the cards were &lBe. At this discovery, the 
carrier could hardly contain himself for rage. He 
swore the most formidable oaths, and declared hu 
intention of following the young sharpers and 
reclaiming his lost pieces — not that he valued the 
money, as be said ; but from pure shame to think 
that so great a man as be should be cheated by two 
.such very little rogues. His companion, however, 
endeavoured to pacity him, saying, " It was muck 
better to abide by the loss, than to get laughed at 
for his simplicity." 
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. The two GompanioDB now conKntolated thems^lree 
on their good fortune, and made themselres bo useful 
to their feUow-travellers, that they were allowed to 
mount behind them the best port of the ynj ; snd 
althoogh many opportonities occmred of exercising 
their professional abilities with adrantage, yet they 
desisted, from the consideration that they might 
endanger their jonrney to SeriUe, whither they were 
going. However, on entering the city by the Adnana 
gate, Cortado was not able to resist the temptation of 
cutting open theportmanteauof a Frenchman, behind 
whom he was mounted. His knife was handy on all 
occaaions, and he inflicted so grieToug a wound on 
the valise, that he presently discovered its contents, 
and selected from them two ebirts, a small sun-dial, 
and a memorandum book. These things, it is true, 
were of Uttle value ; but they served to replenish 
their purse, which was now exhausted, with twenty 
reals. 

Having secured this, they went to view the city, 
of which Uiey had beard so much ; the cathedral 
excited their admiration, and they were astonished 
at the great concourse of people on the river. The 
galleys, likewise, did not escape their observation, 
and an involuntary sigh escaped irom each, as his 
thonghts naturally anticipated the time when he 
might have a closer view of them. 

They were surprised to see such a number of boys 
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with baskets, pljing f<R' hire; and they took the 
opportunity of asking one the nature of his office — 
whether it was laborious — And what was the gtdn ? 
It was an Aitnrian boy of whom he made the iaquiryi 
and he replied, "That the busineBB was easy enough — 
that they paid no duty — aad that on some days they 
gained fire reals, and on others six, as it might happen 
—with which they lived the life of a king — free to 
Mek any master that payed them well — and then, 
they enjoyed themselres after their own bshion.'' 

This account of the Astnrian pleased the two 
friends mightily ; for the anticipation of carrying the 
goods of others seemed highly &rourable to their 
peculiar abiUties, and they forthwith determined to' 
purchase the necessary equipment for their new 
profasraon. The Asturian told them it would be 
necessary to bny some small bags, and three baskets, 
for fish, flesh, and fruit — the bags to be used solely 
for bread ;, and that when provided with these neces- 
saries, they were to attend in the mornings at the 
flesh-market, in the square of St. Salvador — on fiist- 
days at the fish-market — and in the evening they 
were to look for employment at the riverside. This 
instruction the two friends committed to memory; 
and having purchased what was necessary with the 
spoils of the Frenchman, they planted themselves 
the next morning in the square of San Salvador. 
They had not been there long, before their new 
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buketo attracted the attention of tbe other bojB, 
who soon flocked round them, auxions to know 
iriieDce they came, and everything concerning them ; 
to all which the friends gave those answers which 
might have been expected from young persons of 
their talent and discretion. 

At this time a soldier and a student came up :. 
who hking the cleanliness of the baskets, the former 
called Rincon, and the stodent beckoned Cortado. 
Rincon, by way of commencing his officej bowed 
very humbly to his employer, and said, " i hope your 
hononr will not forget that I un a beginner." 

"Never fear," said the soldier, "yonr reward 
shall not be amiss, for I can afford to be liberal, — I 
am going to give a feast to^y to some friends of 
my misteess." 

" Then pray load me as much as you please," 
returned the yonth, " for I have both the will and the 
strength to carry the whole market ; aye, and sugar to 
season it withal, if such be your honour's pleasure." 

The soldier was so well pleased with the quick- 
ness of the youth, that he told him, if be desired 
to quit his present employment, he would take him 
into his service. Rincon replied with many thanks, 
saying, — " That as he wss so newly entered on the 
office, he wished to see whether it would turn out 
well or ill ; but, in case of &ilure, he should not have 
the hononr of serving so respectable a gentleman, 
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becanae he had given his word to a pri^." The 
aaldier lAoghed, tind gave him a good load, directing 
bin to the houae of his mistresH, and desiring him to 
reBwmber it well, as he wotild htre occasion to go 
there often ; he then gare him three quartos, and 
dismissed . him. Rincon returned with the utmost 
speod to the B^owe, lest he should lose an oppor- 
taaitf ; for the Asturian had cautioned him to be 
diligent and tnutwortbj; although in csriTing 
snail fish, or snch like commodity, there was no 
harm, he said, iu taking a little from a quantity 
which could not be missed; but on no account to 
.take it if there should be the least chance of de- 
tection, as credit was the soul of their trade. 

Cortado returned just about the same time as 
Rincon, who, showing his companion the three 
quartos, asked him what lack be had met with? 
Cortado, putting bis hand into his breast, drew <»it a 
purse which seemed to have been made in times 
past, but was nevertheless well stocked with money, 
and said, — " His reverence has done me the &vour 
to pay me with this purse, and with these two 
qnartOB ; but take the purse, Rincon, leet his 
worship may change his mind." Rincon had hardly 
eecreted the purse, when back came the student, 
perspiring at every pore, and in the utmost agitation 
and perplexity ; coming to Cortado, " My good 
boy," said he, " have you by chance seen a pnrse of 
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such and suck m&rkH, contuning fifteen crawns of 
gold, three reals, and so many maravedis in qoutoa) 
only wanting the few pieces with which I pud tor 
the meat which you carried?" 

Gortado replied, without moving a muscle of his. 
countenance, " All I can a&y to your reverence is, 
that your purse would not have been lout had yon 
taken better care of it." 

" That is but too true, sinoer that 1 am," returuad 
the student, " for had I taken better care of it, some 
ratcftl could never have robbed me." 

" That is exactly what I think," sud Cortado ; 
" but as your reverence knows there is a remedy tor 
all things but death, now I should advise your 
reverence to avail yourself of the first and prindpal, 
which is patience, for it is recommended by God. 
One day follows another; and he that gives takes 
away; so in like manner the time may arrive, that 
he who has stolen your purse may repent and restore 
it, even in better condition than he found it>" 

" That I will excuse," interrupted the student. 

" For my part," continued CortAdo, « I would not 
be the utealer of the purse for a trifle ; for as your 
reverence is in sacred orders, it is ufflther more nor 
less than sociilige." 

" .Yon say right," said the afflicted student, " for 
though I am no priest, but only the sacristan of a 
convent, the money I have lost is the third of » 
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chaplaui's salary, which is left in my charge, and 
therefore it is blessed and holy coin." 

" As yon hare niaie your bread so most )'on eat 
it)" Eaid Cortado, in a condoUng manner; " bat the 
day of jad^ent will arrive, and then we shall see 
the Togae who was hardened enough to steal the 
diaplain'g salary. And pray what might the eitna- 
tion of your friend be worth per annnm, with regard 
to salary, Senor Sacristan ?" asked Cortado, inno- 
cently. 

" Salary of the deyil," returned the sacristan, 
incensed beyouil measnre at what appeared to be 
trifling with him. " Is this a time to talk about 
Salary 7 Tell me, my friend, do yea know any thing 
of the purse F if so, say ; if not, God be with yon ; 
for I must go and have it cried." 

" Hiat is the beet thing you can do," eaid Cortado, 
" and remember," he added, calling after him, " that 
jau are rery particular about the description of the 
purse, and the exact sum contained therein, for if 
you make the mistake of a single &rthing, you will 
never see your purse again in this world ; I only say 
this, Sir, by way of adTice." 

" There is no fear of that, my friend," returned 
the Sacristan, " I have it so tmly in my memory 
that I shall not mistake a single thread." Saying 
this, he drew from his pocket a handkerchief to wipe 
the perspiration from his countenance ; a moment 
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not lost on Cortado, who 'immediately seemed to 
take a more rind intereBt in the poor man's lossi 
and Bnggested aerer&l expedients for its recovery. 
The advice of Cort«do was given in bo vague a man- 
ner, that the sacristan was tempted to ask a repe- 
tition; during which, Cortado, taking advantage of 
the sacristan's anxiety, contrived to beguile him of 
his handkerchief, when, with many expressions of 
condolence, he took his leave, recommending him to 
nse all diligence in the recovery of his property; 
and then returned to Bincon. 

" What have you been so busy about with the 
student P" enquired his companion. 

" Why I have been listening to the poor gentle* 
man's distress, which I protest has so affected me, 
that I was under the necessity of borrowing his 
handkerchief," replied the young wag, at the same 
time prodndng it, and applying it to his eyes. 

The two young rogues then indulged in some 
merriment at the expense of the poor sacristan; but 
Cortado had not effected the latter transfer so secretly 
OS to escape the observation of a lad who had been 
watching him. " Fray gentlemen," said he, ad- 
vancing towards them, '■ may I ask of what pro- 
fewion you call yourselves ?" " We don't understimd 
you, Sir," replied Rincon." " I ask you, gentlemen, 
whether yon are from Murcia," repeated the youth. 
" Neither from Murcia nor from Thebes," responded 
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Cortado, *' and if jon bare nothing inrther to »y, 
I wish yoa a good morning." 

" You don't chooae to imderBtud me, eh I mj 
maaten P *' said the qoerist, " bat I think I conld 
HMn make jou. ondentand, — aye, and teach you to 
eat pap ont of a Bpoou. What I wish to ask of yon, 
gentlemen, ii merely whether yonr honoon we 
ihieres, or no ? although it 'i> a nsetsBs qnettimi) 
because I ahnady tee that yon are ; bnt I mmt 
inquire with more reason, whether yon have paid 
jonr footing to the Senor Monipodio V 

" Do thierea pay tazea in this eonntry, my &ir 
Sir?" asked Rincon. " If they do not actnally pay, 
at least they are registered by the Senor Monipodio, 
who is their &ther and their master ; therefore I 
should counsel you to come with me for that pnr- 
pOM, or perhaps yon will hare canse to repent it." 

" 1 always thought," said Cortado, *' that thieni^ 
was a free trade, without any daty or impost ; and if 
(he professors paid at all, it was only at the atodca, 
or over the back utd shoulders. But as every 
eonntry has its own peculiar r^^ilations, so we shall 
be happy to conform to yours, if we might make 
bold to ask a gentleman of your respectable appear- 
ance, to guide ns to the abode oi the worthy caralier 
of whom you speak, where we will prore onr profi' 
ciency in the science." 

" That is well," said the other, " and yon will see 
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how well qualified our master is far hia Bittuttkm. 
Why t diuTD^thefotir years he has had charge of us, 
Dot more than four hare suffered the capital puniih' 
ment. But come aloog, and on the road I will 
explain to yoa a little of onr vocsbnlary, which it 
will be necessary for you to know." During this 
walk, which was not very Bbort, their new acquaint- 
ance instfucted them in the language of the craft, 
very much to the edification of the norice. " And 
pray, Sir," asked Rincon, " may I venture to inquire 
whether yon are a thief yourself?" "Yes, Sir; 
that is to say, by the blessing of God and the prayers 
of good people, I hope I shall be, although I am not 
yet out of my noviciate." 

" Well," said Cortado, " you will excuse me for 
the remark ; but although I have seen and heard a 
good deal, I never yet heard of thieving by the grace 
of God and the prayers of good people." 

" Sir," replied the guide, " I am no theologian, 
and therefore cannot argue on the subject ; but this 
I know, that every body ought to praise God in the 
vocation to which Providence has been pleased to 
call him ; and the more so as our master Mwipodio 
has expressly ordered it." 

" Doubtless that gentleman must be of a very 
religions turn," said Rincon, " since he makes his 
thieres praise God." 

*' He is the most exemplary man of onr pro- 
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fiwBioii," returned tlie yoDth ; " he orders that » part 
of erery thin^ which is stolen, shall be set apart to 
buy oil for the lamp of an image in the city, which 
is possessed of marrellons virtue. Indeed we have 
all seen the good effects of it ; for it was but the 
other day, when a friend of ours was condemned to 
punishment for stealing two asaea, and he bore it 
without a siagle cry, as tboogh it was nothing, 
which can only be attributed to our regular devotion. 
And you must know, that aome of our club are so 
particular that they wilt not steal on a Fiiday, nor 
hold conversation with any woman on a Sabbath 
whose name is Mary." 

" Indeed I this is most exemplary conduct, ' said 
Cortado; "but pray do not the priests sometimes 
order these religions persons to make restitution or 
penance?" 

" No," returned the other, " because they never 
go to confession ; and if letters of excommnnicatjon 
are taken out against them, they are not likely to 
know it, because they never go to church during the 
time they are read ; excepting, indeed, at the great 
holiday, when the crowd of people gathered tliere 
makes it a matter of business." 

" Pious rogues I " ejaculated Rincon. " And 
what is the harm of it?" cried the other. "Is 
it not much worse to be a heretic ? or to murder 
your father and mother?" "Why, that certainly 
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is very bad," siud Rincon; "but as fortune is so 
kind as to allow as to be of tliis respectable frater- 
nity, I must beg: 70^ Sir, to quicken your pace, for 
I am dying to see our respectable friend Monipodio, 
of whose virtues you bare said so much." " Your 
praiseworthy impatience shall soon he gratified, for 
we' are already arriTed ; but you must wait awhile at 
the portal, while I go within to see whether he is 
ftt leisure ; for this is the hour he usually gives au- 
dience." The companions had just time to survey 
the house, which was not of the most promising 
appearance, when their guide reappeared, and called 
them in. They entered a small court yard, paved 
with fanciful brickwork, of a bright red colour : on 
one side was a bench, with three legs ; and on the 
other a broken jar, placed on a stand not in a much 
better condition. In another place was a rush mat, 
and in the middle was a space for flowers. 

The boys observed every thing attentively ; and 
as the Senor Monipodio did not make his appear- 
ance, they took the liberty of entering the lower 
room, which adjoined the court-yard. There they 
beheld two fencing swords, with two shields of cork, 
suspended on pegs ; a large bow without any case, 
and three more rush mats on the floor. On the 
front wall was placed an image of the Vii^n, of no 
great merit in its workmanship ; under which was 
seen a small basket, and a white basin ; serving, as 
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Rincon shrewdly conjectnredi the former to receive 
alniB, and the l&tter for holy water. 

While they were woatiii^, there arrired two jomig 
men about twenty years of age, dressed as students ; 
shortly afterwards came two of their brothers of the 
basket, and a blind man ; who all walked abont the 
open space withoat speaking a word to each other. 
Shortly after them came two elderly persons in 
spectacles ; they looked grave and respectable ; and 
carried In their hands good-sized rosaries. An old 
woman next arrived, who immediately on her en- 
trance went to the image of the Virgin, and having 
taken the holy water with great devotion, prostrated 
herself before the image. Having indulged in this 
pious occupation some time, she arose, put a small 
offering into the basket, kissed the floor three times, 
lifted her hands and eyes to heaven, and then re- 
joined the others in the couVt-yard. Lastly appeared, 
to give additional grace to the company, two bravos, 
of most sinister aspect ; with large whiskers, slouched 
hate, and raffed collars. They were armed with 
enormooB swords, several pistols, and tai^gets hang- 
ing from their belts. The moment these worthies 
cast their eyes on the two friends, they came to them, 
and inquired whether they belonged to the frater- 
nity ? Rincon answered in the affirmative, making 
great demonstration of respect, which the formidable 
appearance of the querists seemed to demand. At 
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this moment arriTed the long-expected Senor Mono- 
podio, to the gnaijoy of the respectable company 
assembled. 

He seemed abont fbrtjr-fire years of age, taQ of 
stature, his countenuice of a stolen hne,witli ennken 
ejesf eyebrows joined in the centre, and a black 
bushy beard. He was dressed in a shirt, and covered 
with a huge cloak reaching to his feet, on whidi 
were a pair of old shoes down at the heeb. He 
wore loose trowsera of linen ; and a bat nsed by the 
lowest vagabonds, bell shaped at the crown, and large 
in the brim. Across his shoulders was a belt, to 
which was suspended a short and stout sword. His 
hands were short, with &t £ngers and long nails ; and 
his feet were a pair, but not matched. 

In short, the appearance of this gentleman, whose 
repntation had been so strenuously supported, was 
anything but favourable, he being, unfortunately, one 
of the most iU-looking, mishapen barbarians in the 
world. The youth who had acted as guide to Rincon 
and his friend, now led them forward, and presented 
them to the dignitary, saying, " These are the two 
gentlemen ofwhom I spoke to yonrworship. If yon 
please, yon can examine them, and see whether they 
are worthy to enter onr brotherhood." 

" That I will do with much pleasure, replied 
Monipodio, to whom, be it observed) the whole com- 
pany bowed respectfully on his entrance, except the 
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twi braTOB, who, considering tbemBelves artiste of a 
higher order, merely saluted him by tonching; their 

Monipodio, having' made the toiir of tbe court 
yard to see his viaiton, then asked the new comers 
their profession, name, and country. Rincon answered, 
tiutt their profession did not need mach explanation ; 
and as to the rest, it was but of little importance, as 
such information was never expected from those who 
were to receive orders of distinction. " You. are 
right, yonng man," returned tbe worthy, "it is 
always pn^r to conceal such truths ; — for example, 
if business did not go well, it would not be very agree- 
able for your parents to see in the public book, that 
n) and to, son of to and to, of sach a place, stood in 
the pillory, or was flog^d on such a day, for such a 
theft ; no, no, you are right ; aud to prevent sncb 
inconveniences, every body ought to have a designa- 
tion of his own choosing, therefore we only require 
yonr names." This was complied with by the two 
candidate, when Monipodio said,—" It is my pleasure, 
gentlemen, that henceforward you adopt the names of 
Rinconete and Cortadillo, for those which you at 
present bear, and which, I think, will be quite 
adapted to yonr pnrsuite. It ie likewise necessary 
to make a private communication of the names of 
your parents, as it is a custom with us once a year to 
say masses for the souls of those that are no more. 
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wbidi expense is defrayed fnnn b commoD fund, 
appropriated for the benefit of the conunanity, such 
u paying the lawyer irho defends ns, the priest who 
adriaes ns, and to reward thcwe oar worthy friends 
who, when a hoe and cry is raised after any of our 
members, appease the losers, bj teUing them that 
God will punish the wicked." " These are excellent 
r^olations," said Rinconete, who hod, already ac- 
commodated himself to bis new appellation ; " I can- 
not sufficiently admire the sagacity of their compiler : 
bnt, Senor, our parents have ho need of the pious 
assistance of the brotherhood, haug still in the land 
of the lirin^. If a change should happily occur, 
we will not &il to inform yon." 

"Thatis well," said Monipodjo; who then beckoned 
the boy who had introdnced. them. " Ganchoso," 
said the great man, " are the centinels placed P" 
" Yes, Sir, there are three placed to prevent any 
surprise." " Very good," returned the professor, 
" and now let us proceed to business I Rinconete, 
let me bear what are your attainments." 

" Sir," replied he, " I possess a httle spice of art ; 
I can handle cards well, know bow tQ turn an ace to 
a kin^, and little manmnvreB of that sort ; I know the 
table of chances bett«r than the ten commandments, 
and have learnt that a stolen guinea is better than 
a borrowed crown." " That is very good as a 
beginning," said Monipodio, " but, as yon must be 
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Bintre, th««e are merely the groundwork of the art 
However, with the asaiatancfl of a doien leasona, by 
the bleatiug of God, I hope to make you a mpectable 
srtigt." Rinconete bowed, and retained thanks to 
the master, who called an Cortadillo to state his 
qnalificatlons. 

" Sir," stud Cortadillo, " 1 hare learat the role 
of arithmetic, which says, ■ pnt in two aad take out 
fire ;' and I know how to dire into & pocket with 
ease and safety." 

" la that all P" said Monipodio. " That is all, to 
my misfortone," said Cortadillo. 

'< Nerer mind," said the professor, " yon are in a 
good school, where, doubtless, yon will soon improve, 
if yon will follow my instmctions." 

" We have all the desire to improve ip every 
thing that touches our art and occupation," replied 
Rinconete. 

" Very good," said Monipodioj " but I shoold like 
to know how yon conld endure, upon occasioa, a 
dozen lashes without evening your lipa, even as 
much as to say, ' this month is mine.' " 

" We are not so misinstmcted," said Cortadillo, 
" as not to know, that what the tongue borrows 
sometimes the throat pays; and heaven have mercy 
on the poor devil who ^oes not knew it ii as easy to 
say no, as ym." 

" That is enough," sud Monipodio, " I see yon 
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are a youth of talent ; I am qnite satiBfied with yon, 
and shall enter yon forthwith on onr company aa a 
Ml member, without aeiring any noviciale, or pay- 
ing any duty." The company declared their full 
approbation of the award of their saperior, and com- 
plimented the newly-elected toother; when one of 
the centineU came running in, saying-, that the 
algnazil of vagabonds was OHaing towards the 
bouse at full speed. 

" Yoa need not disturb yourselTee," said Monipo- 
dio to his friends, some of i^om b^an tj> eridenee 
signs of embarrassment, '■ this algnazil is a particular 
friend of mine, and never comes with any hostile 
intention; I will presently see what he wants." 
Every one was quieted with this intimation, and 
Monipodio went to the door to speak to his friend, 
with whom he was some little time in conversation. 
On his return, he asked who had occupied the square 
of San Salvador that morning. 

" I was there," replied the guide. " Then how is 
it that you have not given notice of a purse, which 
yon took there, containing fifleen gold crowns, two 
rials, and some quartos," asked Monipodio. " Why, 
Sir," replied the boy, "the &ct is, that I have never 
seen the purse ; I hare not taken it^— wcMTse luck {ot 
me — and I cannot imagine who has." 

" No nonsense with me. Sir," stud Monipodio ; 
" the purse must and shall be forthcoming ; the 
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•Ignazi] IB on intimate friend, imd ha> done us great 
lerrice." The boy protested, in the rtrongest terms, 
th&t he had no knowledge of it; when Monipodio 
began to show sjmptomfi of ire. " No one shall dare 
to play tricks with me," said he, his eyes sparkling 
with M)ger ; " produce the pnree, or take the con> 
sequences." The boy again asserted his innocence, 
which only inq«Bsed the master's ng«, and excit«4 
the feelings of the whole community against the 
delinqnent who had ofiwded against the laws ; when 
Rinconete, finding it wonU he a serioud distnrbance, 
consnlted a moment with Cortadillo, who thought 
with him it would be better to appease the anger of 
Monipodio : therefore, drawing forth the sacristan's 
purse, he said, " Calm yoorselres, my worthy masters, 
for here is the purse which the algnazil requires, 
and likewise a handkerchief which my companion 
borrowed irom the same worthy gentlnnan this 
morning." The countenance of the professor imme- 
diately brightened at tiue confession, and he exclaimed I 
" Cortadillo the Good, for by such distinction shall 
you henceforward be known — keep the hankerchie^ 
and content yourself this time with having rendered 
ns a signal service ; for the sacristan, whose acquaint- 
ance you made this morning, is a relative of the 
alguazil, who is one of our best friends ; therefore^ 
we must comply with the proverb, which says, ' To 
him who gives yon a fowl it is not much to send a 
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leg-;' and the A^azil winks at more in a single 
day, than wfi co^ild compasB in a hundred." Much 
^•probation was mamfested by the company at this 
generous act ; and they iiilly agreed in the joBtice of 
the encQminm bestowed on Cortadiilo, who remained 
as proud of hie title as other worthy and distinguished 
meii, who have acquired the like honour from their 
virtues or other qualities. 

Before the return of Monipodio, two girls entered 
the apartment, who, from their address and manner, 
Rinconete utsily guessed to belong to the community. 
They were welcomed very warmly by the two bravos, 
Chiquiznaque and Maniferro, the latter so called from 
having lost a hand by the course of law, and its place 
being supplied by one of iron. " Well, what news, my 
charmer ? " said one, " what do you bring for the good 
of the club ? " " You will see directly," replied one 
of the' girls, called Gonanciosa; Silvatillo is coming." 

She had hardly spoken these words, when a boy 
entered, bearing a large basket covered with a sheet. , 
The good people seemed all very much dehghted 
with the appearance of Silvatillo ; and Monipodio, 
taking one of the rush mats, placed it in the middle, 
and invited his friends to place themselves round it ; 
then uncovering the basket, which contuned abun- 
dance of eatables, he desired every one to carve for 
himself. There whs so want ^f good-will in obeying 
(his injimction, and the knives of the guests were 
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put in requisition ; Cortwlillo making use of lus 
scanty sword in lien of ■ better and more appro- 
priate weapon. The contents of the basket were 
soon dispatched ; and some elderly gentlemen who 
were of the party, obtained permission to lear^ 
having, as they said, some important business to 
attend. These reverend members of the community, 
it appeared, were of the utmost utility; obtaining 
access by the respectability of their age to houses of 
consideration, and then ascertaining their value, and 
facilities for plunder, with which they did not fail 
to acquaint their worthy employer. 

Hie meal was scarcely finished before a disturbance 
was heard within, and one of the sconts came mn- 
ning in to inform them that the justice, followed by 
a whole pone comitahit, was advaocing to the 
house. In an instant all was confusion ; the. remains 
of the feast were scattered on all sides, firavos 
and priests, old and young, lame and bUnd, instantly 
betook themselves to their different hiding-places 
for reiuge ; and in an Instant, the scene of hilarity 
became as tranquil as though there had been no 
revellers therg. Cortadlllo and his friend remained, 
because they knew not. whither to fly; and Moni- 
podio, secure in conscious innocence, as master of 
the house awaited the coming storm. 

It proved after aU a groundless alarm. The justice 
passed on bis way to some other quarter, and the 
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runtkWAjB were about to be recalled, when a caralier 
was introduced, who seemed to be known to Moni- 
podio, who ordered the brsTOs to be called down, 
but no others. "How is it," aaidthe cavalier, 
" that yon haTo not executed ray commands ?" 

" I do not know what has been done in the 
business," replied Monipodib, " bat hear the artist 
who had the affiiir in hondi and I will answer for it 
he can give you good reason." He then called 
Chiquiznaque to give an account of bis comjoission. 

" Is it of the merchant in the crossway ?" asked 
the man of olEce. 

" The same," said the cavalier. 

"Ah I I watched for him last dight at the very 
door of his house," rejoined the braro, <■ abd when 
he came I looked him Inll in the fece, which I found 
to be BO rery email, that there was positively not 
space enough for the fourteen slashes that you 
ordered me to giro him ; therefore I could not com* 
plete your destruction." 

" My destruction 1" echoed the cavalier, crossing 
himself, " God forbid I My instructions, I suppose 
the gentleman means to say." 

" Yes," said the imperturbed Chiquiznaque, " that 
is what I mean. But lest you should say I am not 
a man of honour, and have neglected my duty, I 
gave the required number of slashes on the iace of 
his lacquey, who, I warrant, can shew the marks." 
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" What use is that to me," said the cavalier; " I 
Iiad rather that the master had B«Ten than the 
lacqney fourteen showerer, jrou will hare no .mor« 
than the monej I left> and I will bid you a good 
morning." Saying thiS) he took off hia hat, and, 
bowing to the gentlemen, was about to leave, when 
Senor Monipodio caught him hj the skirt. " Stay, 
Sir, if you pleue," Baid he, " and as wa have acted 
honourably in this a&ir, we shall expect you will 
do BO likewise ; there are twenty ducats wanting, 
which we must have before you leave." 

" What do yon call acting hononrably P" said the 
cavalier. " Is it giving the puni^ment to the man 
that was intended for the master?" 

" His honour forgets the proverb that says, ' love 
me, love my dog,' " said Chiquiznaqne. " And 
iriiat the devil has that to do with the case P" asked 
the cavalier. " A great deal," replied the other, 
" for the same rule reversed must be equally true ; 
therefore, ' hate me, hate my dpg,' is applicable here, 
and our conditions are thus honourably folfilled." 

" Come, your hononr must not split straws with 
your servants" observed the professor, " but take 
my advice, and pay what has been honestly earned; 
and if you are contented to give an order that can be 
executed on the ma£t«r, it shall be punctually per- 
formed. ' 

" If you will do that," said the Cavalier, " I'll 
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ftf it willingly." " It eball ba done aa I am » 
chriatiaa," said the master, " 111 engage that Chi- 
quiznaqne shall make both master and man so like 
each other, that they shall not be known apart." 

" Well, with this promise," said the cETalier, 
" talce this chain for the twenty ducats owing, aJid 
forty on account of the business you have in hand. It 
is worth a thousand reals ; but I shall require no 
change, as I think I shall bare occasion shortly to send 
you to anotber friend of mine on the same errand.' 
He then took a handsome gold chain from his neck, 
which was received with the utmost politeness by 
Monipodio, and Chiqoiznaqne promised on that very 
n^ht to wait on the merchaut. The cavalier went 
away very well contented; and the professor then 
called the members who were absent, and placing 
himself in the centre, drew out bis book of memo- 
randoms, and gave it to Rinconete to read aloud. 
The first part of the book was an account of the 
heavy business which had been paid for by their 
different employers, such as assassinations, slashing 
in the face with a poignard, maiming, &c. It began 
thus : — 

" Memorandum of the serions business for the 

" First, The merchant of the croBsway to receive 
fourteen cuts across the &ce — value fifty crowns— 7 
thirty received on account; to be executed by 

K S 
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Chiquiznaqae." " That is all for thii veek in tbat 
line," said Monipodio ; " go on a few leaves fdrthert 
and see what is to be done tinder the article of 
cod^ellinp." Rinconete soon found the place, and 
fonnd written " Memorandnm for cndgelltng." 

" Fint, The master of the CloTer-flower eating- 
house a dozen etripee of the very best qoalit]^, at the 
rate of one crown each— time allowed six days ; to 
be executed by Maniferro." " You may soon rub that 
out," said Maniferro, " for this is the last night." 
"Is there any more, my boy?" asked Monipodio. 
" Yes, Sir," said Rinconete, " there is one more." 
The hunchbacked tulor, commonly called the Gold- 
finch, six stripes of the best quality, by order of the 
lady who left the necklace — to be executed by Des- 
mochado (the cropper.)" 

" I can't think how it is that Desmocfaado has not 
completed that order," said Monipodio, " the time 
has been up thete tvo days," " I met him yester- 
day," said Maniferro, " and he told me the hunchback 
bad been ill and was confined to his house." " Ah t 
I thought so;" returned the master, "for I always 
esteemed Desmocfaado a good artist and punctual in 
his obligations. There is no more, boy ; pass on to 
common assaults." Rinconete found in another page 
as follows :— " Memorandum of common business," 
such as " blacking t£e face with a bottle of ink"— 
"nailiug a horn over the doors of cuckolds" — "pre- 
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t«Dces at BssaMlnation" — "felae alanni." "That 
is enough," said Monjpodio; " I undertake all that 
business, becanse I make it a rale to keep secret little 
■ffiurs of delicacjr ; and woold rather nail np twentj 
horns, than gite intelligence of one." The bngineBB 
of the day being; then concluded, &» names of the 
new members were entered into the book, during 
which one of the old respectable-looking gentlemen 
returned, to inform the professor that be had seen the 
gentleman from Malaga, who informed him that he 
was so mtlch improved in his art, that now he should 
not be afi^d to play with the very deril, and wonld 
wager that he conld cheat him with cimn cards. He 
had been prevented from waiting on the master since 
his tour by illness ; but shotild not fail to be at the 
general rendezvous on Sunday morning. " I always 
said that LoriUo wonld arrive at eminence in hie 
profession," said Monipodio : " he has the best hands 
I ever saw ; and to be a good artist we must have good 
tools." " I have likewise seen the Jew who acts the 
dei^yman," said the venerable reporter: "he has 
taken lodgings in the same house with some people 
whom he hopes to tempt at play ; but he will not iail 
to attend on Sunday." " Ah I the Jew is a great 
scoundrel," said Monipodio: "1 have long had great 
doubts of his honesty, by his never coming near me. 
Unless he conducts himself more orderly, I shall strip 
him of his gown. Have you anything more to say ?" 
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" Nothing more at present," returned the old gen- 
tlemftn." 

" There, mj diildren ; take these fifty riala 
amongBt you for the present," said the master, 
" and God bless and prosper fon in yoar honest 
endeaTonrs; and, on Sunday next, I shall expect 
erery body present without fail, &e I have a Jectnre 
to give yon on the improvement of onr art." He 
then embraced Rinconete and Cortadillo, giving them 
in chai^ to their former ^de, to ctmdnct them to 
the honndaries of the walks allotted to them, where 
they were to be accountable for every thing stolen 
jrom that district. The company then separated, 
and the two friends retired with their guides highly 
edified and delig'hted with their visit. 
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As two young laW'Btudents, natives of LaMancha, 
were one day passing along the streets of Salamanca, 
they happened to see over the window of a certain 
shopkeeper, a rich Persian blind, drawn closely down, 
— a novelty which attracted their attentjou. Food 
of adTentore, and more deeply read in the soble 
science of attack and defence, than the laws of Bar- 
tolns or Baldus, they felt a strong curiosity to know 
why the articles the shop contained were kept, being 
marked on sale, eo studiously out of view. Why not 
exhibited in the window as well as at the door ?- To 



• Li Ti» FiNoiDA, the onlj novel, it is supposed, bj the ceTa- 
brawd author of Don Quixote, that had not, till the present age, 
made its appeacaDce. It waa accideatall; discovered at Miilrid 
daring the preienl cenlary, and Gnt pabliihed in a little col- 
leclion, «aiiiled "El Espiriiu de Miguel ds Cervtuitei y Saa- 
ttitt." Madiid, 18U. 
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remove their perplexity, they proceeded to make 
inquiries — not tX tbe shop, but at one some little 
distuice off, vhere they observed a babbling; old 
ahopkeeper, busily -BerTing his neighbours, and, at 
the same time, retailing the latest news and scandal 
of the place. In answer to their qneetioHs, he ran 
on with the same rolubility. " My young gentle- 
men, you are very inquiaitiTe ; but if you nmst 
know, there is a foreign lady now resides in that 
house, at least half a saint, a very pattern of self* 
denial and austerity, uid I wish you were under har 
direction. She has with her, also, a young lady of 
extraordinary fine appearance and great spirit, who 
is said to be her nieoe. She never goes out without 
an dd squire, and two old duennas, young gentle- 
men ; and, as I think, they are a family from Oranada, 
rich, prond, aiid fond of retirement. At least, X 
have not seen a single soul in our city (and I have 
watched them well) once pay them a visit. Nor 
can I, for the life of me, learn from what place they 
last came hither. Bnt what I do know is, that the 
young lady is very handsome and very respectable, 
to all appearance ; and from the style of living and 
high bearing of the aunt, they belong to none of the 
common sort, of that I am sure." 

From this account, pronounced with no little em- 
phasis and authority, by the gorruloos old gentleman, 
the students became more eager than ever to follow 
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up their adventure. Familiar aa they were with th« 
top<^rapfaical position of the good citizens, the 
names of the different femilies and dwellings, and all 
the flying reports of the day, they were still in the 
dark ae to the real quality of the fair strangere, and 
their coanexlons in the Unirertity. By dint of 
industry and peraeTeranoe, however, they hoped soon 
to cl«ar np their donbta, and the first thing tbey 
ascertained was, that, though past the hour of noon, 
the door of the mansion was still closed, and there 
seemed no admittance, eren upon bnsinese. From 
this they naturally inferred, that, if no tradesmen 
were admitted, the hmily could not well take their 
meals at home ; and that if, tike other mortals, they 
eat at all, they must soon make their appciarance on 
their way to dinner. 

In this conjecture they were not deceived, for 
shortly they saw a staid and reverend looking lady 
issue from the dwelling, arrayed all in white, with 
an immense surplice, wider than a Portuguese canon's, 
extending over her head, close bound round her 
temples, and leaving only jnst space enough for her 
to breathe. Her ian was in her hand, and a huge 
rosary with innumerable beads and bells about her 
neck — so large indeed, that, like those of Santinnflo, 
they reached down to her waist. Her mantle was 
of fine silk trimmed with fiirs ; her gloves of the 
whitest and newest, without a ftdd ; and she had a 
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mlkiii^-stick, or ntther &n Indian cane, delicateljr 
wrought and tipped vith silver, A renerable old 
■quire, who seemed to have belonged to the times of 
Count Fernan Gonzales, escorted his honoured mia< 
tress OB the left hand. He was dressed in a large 
wide coat of velret stuff, without any trioumng — • 
ancient scarlet breeches — moorish hose — a ^oak 
trimmed with bands — and a cap of strong netted 
wool, which produced rather a quizzical effect, but 
which be wore because he was subject to cold and a 
dizziness in his upper story; add to which a large 
shoolder-belt and an old NaTarrese sword. 

These respectable-looking personages were pre- 
ceded by another of rery different exterior ; namely, 
the lady's niece, apparently about eighteen, graceihl 
is her deportment, and of a grave but gracious 
aspect. Her countenance was rather of the oval — 
beautifid and intelligent ( her eyes were large and 
black as jet, not without a certain expression of 
tenderness and langour ; arched and finely marked 
eyebrows, long dark eyelashes, and on .her cheeks a 
delicate glow of carnation. Her tressas, of a bright 
aubnm, flowed in graceful curls round brows of 
snowy whiteness, combined with a fine delicate com- 
plexion, &c. &c. ; and she had on a sarsnett mantle ; 
a bodice of Flemish stuff; her sandals were of black 
velvet, enriched with gilt &stenings and silver fringe ; 
fine scented gloves, not only fragrant with c 
essence, but with the richest amber. 
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Though her demeanour was grave, her step waa 
lig-bt and easy ; in each particular she appeared to 
adrautage, and in her tout eruen^le still more 
attractire. In the eyes of the youa^ scholars she 
appeared little less than a goddess, and, with half the 
dazzling charms she boasted, would have rivetted her 
fetters on the hearts of older and more experienced 
admirers. As it was, they were completely taken 
by surprise— astonished, etnpified, overwhelmed, and 
enchanted. They stood gazing at so much elegance 
and beauty as if their wits had left them ; it being 
one of the prerogatives of beauty, like the &scination 
of the serpent, first.to deprive its victims of their 
senses, and then to devour them. 

Behind this paragon of perfection walked two 
ugly old duennas (like maids of honour,) arrayed, 
if we only allow ibr their sex, much in the obso> 
lete manner of their knight companion, the ancient 
squire. 

With this formal and imposing escort, the vene- 
rable chaperon at length arrived at the house, — the 
good squire took his station at the door, and the 
whole party made their entree. As they passed in, 
the young students doffed their caps with extraor- 
dinary alacrity and poUtenessj displaying in their 
air and manner, as mnch modesty and respect as 
they could muster for the occasion. 

The ladies, however, took no notice of them, 
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ahntting thsmselres itit and the young gentUmen 
out ; who were Isft quite pensiva &nd half in love, 
stwiding in the middle of the streat. From this 
want of courte^ they ingeniously tiame to the cou- 
dmion, that these Uir diatarberi of their peace had 
Dot come to Salamanca for the purpose of studying 
the laws of politeness, but studying how to break 
them. In spite, faowerer, of their ingratitude, they 
agreed to return good for'eril, and to treat them on 
the following night to B little concert of mneic, in 
tiie fomt of a serenade, — for this is the first and 
only service which poor students have it in their 
power to offer at the windows of her who may hare 
smitten them. 

Seeking some solace, however, for their disap- 
pointment just at present, they repured to a res- 
tanratenr's { and having partaken of what little they 
could get, they next betook themselves to the 
chambers of some of their friends. There they 
made a collection of all the instnunente of musical 
torture they could find; such as old wire-worn 
guitars, broken violins, lutes, flutes, and castanets ; 
for each of which they provided suitable performers, 
who had at least one eye, an arm, and a leg among 
them. Not content, however, with this, being 
determined to get every thing up in the most 
original style, they sent a deputation to a poet, with 
a request that he would forthwith compose a sonnet. 
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This Bonnetwas to be written for, and precJMly upon, 
the name of Etperanxa ; such bojng the Christian 
appellation of the hope of their lives and lored ; and 
it was to be Ban^ aloud on that very same night. 
The poet undertook the serious charge ; and in no 
little while, by dint of biting his lips and noils, and 
rubbing his forehead, he numn&Gtured a sonnet, 
weaving with his wits jnst as an operative would 
weave a piece of cloth. 

This he handed to the young lovers; they ap- 
proved it, and took the author along with them to 
repeat it to the mneicians as they snng it, there 
being no time to commit it to memory. 

Meantime the eventful night approached— and at 
the due hour, there assembled for the solemn festival, 
nine knights of the cleaver, four vocal performers 
with their guitars, one psaltery, one harper, one 
fiddler, twelve bell-ringers, thirty shield-sounders, 
and numerous other practitioners, divided into 
several companies ; all, however, better skilled in 
the music of the knife and fork than in any other 
instrument. In full concert they struck up, on 
entering the etreet, and a fresh peal on arriving at 
the lady's house; the last of which made so hideous 
a din as to rouse all within hearing from their quiet 
slumbers, and bring them to their windows half 
dead with wonder and alarm. This tfras continued 
some time just under the lady's window, till the 
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genend concert ceased, to give room for the liarp 
BJid the recital of the poet's Honnet. This wae sung 
hj one of those musiciaiis who ueVer wait to be 
invoked; nor wag the poet less on the alert as 
prompter on the occasion. It was given with ex- 
treme sweetness and harmony of voice, and quite 
accorded ivith the rest of the performance. 

Hardly had the recitation of this wouderfdl pro- 
duction ceased, when a cunning rogue, among the 
audience, turning to one of his companions, exclaimed 
in a loud, clear voice, " I vow to heaven I never 
heard a filer song worse sung, in all my born days I 
Did yon note welt the harmony of the tineB,«nd that 
exquisite adaptation of the lady's name ; that fine 
invocation to Cupid, and the pretty mention of the 
ag-e of the adored object, — the contrast then between 
tbegiant and the dwarf — the malediction — the impre- 
cation — the sonorous march of the whole poem. I 
vow to GohI, that if I had the pleasure of knowing 
the author, I would wilUngly, to-morrow morning, 
send him a dozen pork saus^^es, for I have this very 
day received some from the country," At the word 
sausages, the spectators were convinced that the per- 
son who had just pronounced the encomium, meant 
it in ridicule ; and they were not mistaken ; for they 
afterwards learnt that he came &om a place fiusous 
for its practical jokers, which stamped him in the 
opinion of the bystanders for a great critic, well 
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qoolified to pus judgment npon poetB, as his witty 
analysiB of this precious morsel had shewn. 

Notwithstandiug all their endearoun, the windows 
of the bouse they were serenading seemed the only 
ones that remained closed, a circumstance at which 
oar young adrentorers were not a little disappointed. 
Still, however, they persevered; the guitars were 
again heard, accompanied by three voices, in a roman- 
tic ballad chosen for the occasion. The musicians 
had not proc«eded &r, before they heard a window 
opened, and one of the dnennas whom they had before 
seen, made her appearance. In a whining hypocri- 
tical tone, she addressed the serenaders : " Gentle- 
men, my mistresB, the Lady Claudia di Astodillo j 
Qninones, requests that you will instantly repair to 
some other quarter, and not bring down scandal upon 
this respectable neighbourhood by snch violent up* 
r<wr ; more particularly as there is now at her house 
a young lady, her niece, my young mistress, Lady 
Esperanza di Torrolva Meneses y Pacbico. It is 
very improper, therefore, to create such a disturbance 
among people of their quality. You must have re- 
course to other means, of a more gentlemanly kind, 
if yon expect to meet with a bvourable reception." 

On hearing these words, one of the yonng gallants 
quickly retorted, " Do me the &rDur, most vene- 
rable mistress, to request your honoured Lady Donna 
Esperania, to gladden onr eyes by presenting herself 
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at the window. I wish to say a few words, which 
may prove of the greatest conseqoence." " Oh, 
shocking I" exclaimed the dnenna, " is it the Lady 
EsperanzB yon mean 7 Yoa mnst know, my good 
Sir, she is not thns lightly to be spoken ot, — she is a 
most honourable, exemplary, discreet, modest yoong 
person, and would not comply with such on extra- 
ragant request, though yon were to offer her all the 
pearls of the Indies." 

Daring this colloi}ny with the ancient daenna, 
there came a number of people from the next street ; 
and the musicians, thinking the alguazils were at 
hand, sonnded a retreat, placing the baggage of the 
company in the centre ; they then struck np some 
martial sounds with the help of their shields, in the 
hope that the obtain would hardly like to accompany 
tliem with the sword dance, as is the custom at the 
holy feast of San FeniAndo at Seville; but would 
prefer passing on quietly to riskiag a defeat in the 
presence of his emissaries. 

They therefore stood their ground, foe the purpose 
of completing their night's adventure ; but one of the 
two masters of the revels refused to give themanymore 
music, unlese the young lady would consent to appear 
at the window. But not even the old daenna again 
honoured them with her presence there, notwithstand- 
ing their repeated solidtations ; a species of slight 
which threw the whole company into a rage, and 



.■In Google 



THE PRBTKKDEQ AUHT. 367 

almost incited them to tatke an attack upon tlie 
Persian blinds, and bring their fur foes to terms. 
Mortified as they were, they still continaed their 
serenade, and at lengith took their leare with sacb 
a volley of discordant sounds, as to make the rery 
houses shake with their hideous din. 

It was near dawn beibre the hononraUe company 
broke up, to the extreme annoyance and disappoint- 
ment of the students, at the little effect their musical 
treat seemed to have produced. Almost at their 
wits end, thejr at last hit upon the expedient of 
referring their difGculties to the judgment of a cer- 
tain cavalier, in whom they thought they could 
confide. He was one of that high sjarited class 
termed in Salamanca lot generosos. 

He was young, rich, and extravagant, fond of 
. music, gallant, and a great admirer of bold adven- 
tures ; in short, the right sort of advocate in a cause 
like theirs. To him they recounted very minutely 
their prodigious exertions and their ill-snccess ; the 
extreme beauty, grace, and attractions of the young, 
and the imposing and splendid deportment of the old 
lady ; ending with the snudl hope they had of ever 
becoming better acquainted with them. Music, it 
was found, boasted no charm for them, " charmed 
they ever so wisely ;" nay, they had been accused of 
bringing scandal upon the whole neighbouhood. 
Now their friend, the cavalier, b^ng one who never 
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blinked danger, begui to reuBure them, and promieed 
th&t ha would BOOH bring their nncanrteouB foeB to 
conditions, coute qui coute ; and that, u he was 
himself armed agvinet the keeueiit shafts of the little 
archer-god, he wonld gladlj undertake the conquest 
of this proud beautf on their account. 

Accordingly, that rery day he dispatched a hand- 
some and Bnbstantial present to the lady-annt, with 
his best services ; at the same time offering all he 
was worth — life, his person, his goods and chattels, 
and his compliments. Such an offer not occur- 
ring every dsf, the elder duenna took on her the part 
of the Lady Claudia, and, in her mistress's name, was 
curious to hear from the page something of the 
rank, fortune, and qualifications of his master. She 
inquired especially as to his connections, his engsge- 
ments, and the nature of his pursuits, just as if she 
were going to take him for a son in-law. The 
page told her every thing he knew, and the pretended 
aunt seemed tolerably well satisfied with his story. 

It was not long ere she went, in person, in her 
mistress's name, as the old duenna, with an answer 
to the young cavalier, so iiill and precise, that it 
resembled an embassy rather than a letter of thankR. 
.The duenna arrived, and proceeded to open the 
negotiation ; she was received by the cavalier with 
great courtesy. He bade her be seated in a chair 
near his own ; he took off her cloak with his own 
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hands, and banded her a fine embroidered handker- 
chief to wipe the penpintion fntm her broW) for 
she seemed a little &tigaed with her walk. He did 
more ; and before permitting her to b&j a single 
word on the nature of her errand, he ordered sweet' 
meats uid other delicacies to be set before her, and 
helped her to them himself. He then poured out 
two ghases of exquisitely flavoured wine, one for 
her and one for himself. In short, so delicate and 
flattering were his attentions, that the venerable 
guardian of youthful virtue could not have received 
more genuine pleasure if she bad been made a saint 
upon the spot. 

She now opened the object of her embassy, with 
the most choice, demure, and hypocritical set of 
phrases she could command ; though ending with a 
most flat falsehood to the following purport. " She 
was commissioned," she said, " by her excellent 
young mistress. Donna Esperanza di Torralva 
Meneses y Fachico, to present to his excellency her 
best compliments and thanks. That his excellency 
might depend, that, though a lady of the strictest 
virtue. Donna Esperanza would never refuse to 
receive so excellent and accomplished a gentleman 
upon an honourable footing, whenever he were 
inclined to honour her aunt's house with bis pre- 
sence." The cavalier replied, " that be had the 
most perfect &ith in all be had heard respecting the 
VOL. I. n 
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mrpusiog beauty, Tirtnei and accomplisbmenti of 
her joang mUtress, qualities vhich made him only 
the more eager to enjoy the hoaour of an interriew," 

After an infinite variety of reserratioAs and cir- 
ca mlocntionB, this proposal was acceded to by the 
good duenna, who assured him tiiere could be no 
possible objection on the part of either of the ladies; 
an assertion, than which, however, nothing could be 
Either from the truth. In short, desirous of dia- 
charging her duennaT duty in the strictest manner, 
and not content with inten^pting the cavalier's pre- 
sents, and personating Donna Claifdia, the wily old 
lady resolved to turn the affiur to still further 
account. She ended the interview, therefore, with 
assuring him that she would, that very evening, 
introduce him to the ladies ; and first, to the beau- 
tifnl Esperanza, before her aunt should be informed 
of hia arrival. 

DeUghted with his success, the young cavalier 
dismissed his obliging guest with every expreedmt 
of esteem, and with the highest compliments to her 
lair mistress ; at the same time putting a purse into 
the old duenna's hand, enough to purchase a whole 
wardrobe of fine clothes. " Simple young man," 
muttered the cunning old lady, as she left the house; 
" he thinks it is all finely managed now ; hnt I most 
touch a little more of his money ; he has certtunly 
more than he knows what to do with. It is all right; 
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fae shall be welcome to my lady's bonK, truly ; but 
hoir will be go out again, I wonder. Tbe officen 
will Bee bira home, I dare say, but not tiU after he 
bas paid me well again for being admitted ; and my 
young lady has made me a present of some handsome 
gowns for introducing so pretty a young gentleman ; 
and her foolish old aunt rewarded me well for dis- 
covering the secret." 

Meantime, the young cavalier was impatiently 
expecting the appointed hour ; and as there is none 
bnt sooner or later must arrive, be then took bis 
bat and cloak, and proceeded where the ancient 
duenna was expecting him. 

On bis arriva] she nodded to him out of a win- 
dow, and having caught bis eye, she threw him tbe 
empty purse he bad presented her with, well filled 
in the morning. Don Felix was at no loss to take 
tbe hint, and on approaching tbe door, be found it 
only a little open, and the claws of tbe old beldame 
ready to clutch the offered bait before she granted 
him admittance. It was then opened wide, and she 
conducted him in silence up stairs, and throi^h a 
suite of rooms into as elegant little boudoir, where 
sbe concealed him behind a Persian screen, in a very 
skilfbl and cautious manner. She bode hira remain 
quit« still ; her young lady, Eeperanzs, was informed 
of his arrival, and from her &Tourable reprpsenta- 
tions of bis high rank, fortune, and accomplishments, 
o2 
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she was prepared to gire him an interview, even 
without consulting her aunt. Then giving her hand 
as a token of her fidelity, she left Don Felix coached 
behind the screen, in anxious expectation of the 
result. 

Meanwhile) the artful old wretch, under the 
strictest promise of secresy, and a handsome present 
of new gowns, had communicated to the aunt the 
important intelligence of the discovery of so unplea- 
sant on a^r, relating to the nnsnllied reputation and 
high character of her niece. She then whispered 
her mistress in the ear that she had actually dis- 
covered a man concealed in the house, and what was 
worse, by appointment with her young lady, as she 
had leamt from a note she had intercepted ; but that 
she dared not disturb the intruder, as he appeared 
armed at all points. She therefore intreated her 
mistress to make no noise, lest he should perpetrate 
some deadly deed, before the officers of justice, to 
whom she had sent notice, should arrive to secure 
hira. How the whole of this statement was a netr 
tissue of lies, as the old beldama, intended to let the 
cavalier very quietly out, and had never yet ventured 
to acquaint her young lady with his presence at a... 
Having thus carried her point with the old lady, she 
declared that if she would promise to stay withont 
disturbing herself in that room, she would go in 
search of Esperonzo, and conduct her to her aunt 
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iaimediatelj. This bein^ agreed upon, the duenna 
proceeded to look for ber ^oung' lady np stain, and 
was not a little pozded to find lier seated in her 
boudoir, and Don Felix near her, with an expression 
of the utmost pleasure and surprise in hia counte- 
nance. What had been bis astonishment on Espe- 
ranza's entrance, to behold the beloved girl from 
whom he bad been separated by her aunt's cruelty 
not many mouths before. What an extatic meeting 
for both; what a dilemma for the treacherous old 
duenna, should an explanation have already taken 
placet She had not been many weeks in the Lady 
Claudia's service, and she wonld certainly not be 
many more, if the lovers should he thns discovered 
together. What was to be done ? Ere they could 
decide, her mistress's step was hewd on the stairs ; 
she was calling Esperanza, in those sharp, bitter 
tones to which her niece was too well accustomed, 
and she had already reached the anti-room ere Don 
Felix was safely ensconced behind the screen. £e- 
peranza hastened towards her, and found her seated 
in an easy arm chtur, in a sad fiurry of mingled rage 
and alarm. 

She cast ominous and perturbed glances towards 
the boudoir whence her niece had just issued, and 
then looked oat of the window, impatient for the 
arrival of the police. She did not venture to allude 
to the cause of her dismay ; bidding her niece sit 
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down, & i>ortentoug ailence «nsned. It was now 
late, the whole household, eren their protector, the 
ancient squire, bad retired to rest. Only the old 
doenna and ber yonng mistress were wide awake, 
and the latter was particularly anxioos for her annt 
to retire. Thongh only nine, she declared ^e be- 
lieved the clock had struck ten; she thought her 
annt looked jaded and unwell ; would she not like to 
go to b«d ? No reply ; bat d&rk, malignant glances, 
sufficiently attested what it would have been, had 
she dared to speak out. Though unable, however, 
to deal in particulars, she could not refrun from 
making some general observations which bore upon 
the case. In a low tone, therefore, she addressed 
her niece as follows : — " I have often enough warned 
yon, Esperanza, not to lose sight of the exhortations 
I have invariafaty made it my business to give yon. 
If yon valued them as you ought, they would be of 
infinite use to youi as I fear tiqie and experience 
will, ere long, sufficiently shew ;" and here she again 
looked out of the window. " You must not flatter 
yourself we are now at Flacentia, where you were 
bom ; nor yet at Zamora, where you were educated ; 
no, nor at Toro, where yoii were first introduced, 
fhe people of tliose places are very difiFerent to what 
they are here ; there is no scandal, no jeolonsies, no 
intriguing, my dear; and (in a still lower tone) no 
violence and uproar such as we heard in the street 



.■In Google 



THE PRETENDED AUNT. 295 

hst' n^ht. Hearen protect us from all vioUnt uid 
decaitfnl men ; from all home>breaking;, robbeiy, and 
assassiiMtioDB. Yes, I Bay, I wish we were well oat 
of Salamanca I You ought to be aware in what a 
place you are; thej call it the mother of sciences, 
bat I think it ia the mother of all mischief j yeo, of 
every thing bad, not excepting some people whom 
I know; but I mention no names just now," she 
added, with a look of suppressed malice and vexation ; 
" tltongh I could if I pleased. But the time will 
come I" and she here muttered some low nnintelli- 
giblp threats about grates and convent*. " We must 
leave this place, mj dear; yoo perhaps don't know 
there are ten or twelve thousand students here; 
young, impudent, abandoned, lost, predestined, 
shameless, graceless, diabolical, and mischievous 
wretches, the scum of all parts of the world, and 
addicted tg all evil courBea, as I think we had pretty 
good prooft only last night. Though avaricious as 
misers, when they set their eyes upon a young 
woman, my dear, they can be extravagant enough. 
The Lord protect us from all such, I say I Jesu 
Maria save us from them all I" 

During this bitter moral lecture, Esperanza kept 
her eyes fixed upon the floor, without speaking a 
word, and apparently qnite resigned and obedient, 
though without producing its due effect upon her 
»iint. " HM up your head, child, and leave off 
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Btining the fire ; hold up your head, and look me in 
the fsm, if you are not ashamed, and try to keep 
your eyes open, and attend to what I say. You 
require all the senses yon have got, depend npon it, 
to make good nse of my advice ; I know yon do." 
EspeFtmza here ventured to pnt in a word ; " Pnty, 
dear aunt, don't so fret yourself and me by tronblin; 
yourself to say any more. I know all you would 
say, and my bead aches shockingly — do spare 
yourself or I think my head will split with pain." 
" It would be broken with something else, perhaps 
if you had your deserts, young miss, to answer 
your affectionate aunt in such a way as that I To 
say nothing of what I know — yes, what I know, and 
what others shall know, when somebody comes j" and 
she glanced very significantly towards the doot. 

Of this edifying coDTersation Don Felix had 
partly the benefit, as it occurred so near his place 
of concealment. The old duenna, meantime, being 
desirons, after the discovery that had taken place, 
of ingrstiating herself with the lovers, and finding 
there was no hope of Donna Claudia retiring to rest 
till the arrival of the police, thought it high time to 
bring the yonnf^ cavalier out of his dilemma. It was 
her object to get him safe ont of the bouse, and yet 
preserve the good opinion of her venerable mistress, 
who might wait, she thought, till do<unBd»y for the 
police. As it was impossible to speak ta Dtm Felix, 
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^e bit npou the following expedient to moke him 
speak for himself, trusting to her own and her janog 
lady's discretion for bringio^ him off safely. She 
took her snuff-box, and approaching' his bidlng-place 
yery slyly, threw a good bandiiil into his iaee, which 
taking almost immediate effect, he began to sneeze 
with such a tremendous noise, that he might be 
heard in the street. She then rushed, in apparent 
alarm, into the next room) crying out : " He is 
coming t he is here; — guns and pistols — pistols and 
gnns— save yonrselves, my dear ladies I Here, you 
go into this closet;" she pnshed the old aunt inUi it, 
almost dead with frifht, and closed the door, " You 
come with me," she continued to Espenmza, "and I 
will see you safe here." Saying which, she took the 
young lady with her, and joined her lover, who had 
already found his way down stairs. 

Unluckily, bower.er, to make Uie scene more com- 
plete, and to impose the better upon her old mistrege, 
she opened the window, and began to call out, 
" Thieves 1 thieves I help I help I" though in ae sub- 
dued a tone as possible. But at the very first cry, 
the corregidor, who happened to be walking close to 
the bouse, entered tbe door, followed by two of his 
myrmidons, just as Don Felix opened it to go out. 
They instantly pounced upon and secured him, before 
he had time either to explain or defend bimself; 
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Mid, Spite of the entreaties of Eq>eraDEa and the 
dnenna, be wa« borne awny. 

They followed, bowerer, to represent the affair to 
the chief al^nazil; and they bad gone only a little 
way when they were met by a Btrong 'party, beaded 
by the identical two Btndents^who cUne prepared for 
a &esh swenade, on the strength of their friend 
the carolier's support and aasistance. What was 
their surprise and dismay to behold him in such 
hands, and followed by the lovely Esperanza herself, 
the cause of all their anxiety and exertions. Love 
and honour at once firiad their breasts, and their 
resoltttioa was taken in a moment. Six friends, and 
an Ktxaf of musicians, were behind them. Tnming: 
to them, oat flew their own swords, as they called 
on them to draw in aid of honour and beanty, and 
rescue them from the hwds of the vile alguazils. 
All united in the cry of rescue, — the mnsidans in 
the rear struck up the din c^ war; and a bideons 
ped it was, — while the rest rushed on with as much 
haste and spirit as if they bad been gtmig to a rich 
banquet. The combat was not long doubtful ; the 
emissuies of justice were orerpovered by the mere 
weight (>f the arowi which bore upon them; and una- 
ble to stir either hand or foot, they were mingled in 
the ttiick of the engagement, pressed on all sides by 
halt, and maimed, and blind, and stumed with the 
din of battle from the rear. 
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Wliile this oontinned, Don Felix and hie fur com- 
panion had been the especi^ care of the students 
and thwr friends, hy yrhom they bad been early 
drawn off into » place of cmnparatiTe safety. Here 
a carione scene took place : — after the first congra- 
tulations npon their victwy, the two students took 
thair friend Don Felix by the band, expressing; the 
4eep gratitude they both felt for the eternal obliga- 
tion be had conferred npon tbemi having bo nobly 
redeemed his ptet^ of bringing the lady to terms, 
and placii^ her in their hands. The speaker then 
continued, that he having had the good fortune to 
bear her away in safety from the crowd, was justly . 
entitled to the prize, which he hoped would not be 
disputed, as he was then ready to meet any riral. 
The other instantly accepted the challenge, declaring 
he would die sooner than consent to any such 
arrangement. The feir object of their strife looked 
at Don Felix, uttering exclamations of mingled 
terror and surprise, while the young cavalier, just 
as the students were proceeding to unsheath their 
weapons, burst into a fit of uncontrollable mirth. 
" Oh, miracle of lore I mighty power of Cupid I" he 
exclaimed, " What is it I behold ? Two such sworn 
friends to be thus metamorphosed in a moment [ 
Going to fight ; after 1 hare so nobly achieved the 
undertaking ! Never, — I am the man you must both 
run through the body, for verily I am about to 
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forfeit my pledge. I too ua in lore vith tliis Udy ; 
ud with He&Ten'a permisaion sad her own, t^x 
morrow ehe will be mine— my owtt wedded wife; 
for, by Heaven I she retmniBno more to Aunt Clandia 
and her duenou. He then explained to the ssto- 
nisbed stadenta the story of thnr lore ; bow, when, 
and wherefore they had wooed, — their separation and 
sufferings, — with the happy adventure that had 
crowned their hopes. Then imitating the knguage 
of the students, he took tbeir hands, assuring them 
of bis deep gratitude for the eternal obligation tbey 
had conferred upon him. 

On the ensuing day, Esperansa gave her hand to 
Don Felix, and the venerable Aunt Claudia was re- 
leased from her biding place, and all further anxiety 
■ on her niece's account. 
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" Ye lowly, melancholy mina of the hapless Nicosia," 
yet red with the blood of your braTe, bat ill-liited 
defenders I Would that, in the depth of soUtude 
which BorroUDds me, ye could join your roice with 
mine, that we coold together bewail our calamities ; 
for perhaps a mutnid sympathy in one another's woes 
might something mitigate the seTerity of that destiny 
which has left ns but the relics of what we once weFe. 
Grey monuments of time, one hope is still yonrs : 
a season may come round when yon shall again Uft 
your towers and battlements into the sky, though 
nerer can they stand a rampart in so jost a cause as 
that in which you fell ; but I-^wretched as I am — 
what hsTe I to expect in this extremity of human 
sorrows, eren if I were to be restored to the same 
fortune which before fell to my share. For then, 
such is my wayward doom, 1 was nor happy nor free; 
and now, in captiTity, ought I longer to beguile 
myself with hopes 7" 

Such vas the language of a Christian captive, 
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as he gazed from a declinty npon the time-worn 
va]1s of the lost citj of the bmre, seemiag, like 
C«ius Manila, to kti a strange pleasure in comparing 
his own misery with its &]Ien state, as if the ruins 
themselves were conscious of their doom — a feeling- 
peculiar to the deeply-afflicted, with whom imagi' 
nation gives a deeper colouring to every object, and 
a wild and wandering tone to their words. As he 
spdie, there issued from a sort of tent, of which 
there appeared four upon that desert plain, a ytmth 
arrayed in Turkish costume, with a fnnk, good- 
aatored aapect ; and approaching the Chritrtiaii he 
said) " I would ws^er well, Ricardo, what it is so 
continually absorbs your thoughts in these w3d 
^aces I " " Yes, absorbs, indeed," relied RJcudo, 
for this was the poor chive's name ; " yet what 
boots it, if in no part whither I can turn my st^ I 
find rither recite or rest? These ruins, I think, 
hare rather afibrded more lotMtr for my thoaghta 
than tended to compose them." "Bo yo« mean 
those," ioqnired the yotmg Turk, " which we see 
from hence,— t^e wails of NicoMa ?" " What Dthers," 
replied the entire, hie eyes still fixed on them, " ean 
we see here?" "Yon may well died tears," observed 
the Turk, "if yon indulge in contemidations like 
these; for those who, only two years gone, beheld 
this fertile and populous island (Cyprus), bosomed, 
as it were, in peace and ei^oyment— abounding in all 
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thnt could give zest to life and its highest pleasures ; 
if the;^ wer« now to view it in its d»j of desoUtion, 
and. widk amidst its broken and scattered treasures, 
with its possessors doomed to penary o' slavery— how 
conld they do other than grieve over its wide-spread 
calamity and solitary state? Bnt, tot this reason, 
let us leave snch thonghts, which bring no remedy, 
and turn to yoUr own fortunes, for which we may haply 
find some ; wUch I the more entreat yon to do, by the 
-good will I have hitherto shewn you; because we 
bdong to the same country, were brought up together t 
and wlaa to tell me the real cause which leads yon still 
to give way to this extreme sorrow and despair; for ' 
though captivity itself is wongh to make the bravest 
and most merry heart many times sad, I cannot but 
bdieve there mnst he some old and deep-seated 
grievBUce to give rise to sighs and looks like yours. 
Bold, generous natures like yours will not bend 
before every day's misfortnnes, but rather summon 
fresh spirit to oppose them ; besides, what is stranger, 
I know that you want not the means, were yon so 
inclined, to deliver you from this thraldom ; you are 
not like tJhe poor captives of rank in the forts of the 
Bbtck Sea, wfao see little or no hope of being restored 
to freedom again. That hope is still left you, and 
yet day after day you go on comptainro-gand des- 
ponding, as one in whom no future event can produce 
the least sense of joy. Yon cannot then be surprised 
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I Bhoald suspect that yoa lament somethiog' more 
than yovr lost liberty ; and 1 beseech you to inform 
me of it, giving: my promise to do all I can to assist 
yon ; and perhaps it ts for that purpose fortune hath 
now played me one of her changeful tricks, by which 
I appear before you in a dress which I so much 
abhor. 

" You already know, Ricardo, that the cadt, or 
bishop of this city, is now my master. Yon are 
aware, also, of his great influence, no less than mine 
with him. Nor are yon ignorant of my extreme 
desire not to close tuy days in the same condition in 
which I now appear; for if I can do no more, I 
ought to confess aloud my &ith in the religion of 
Jesus, from which my immature age, and yet feebler 
judgment, nnhappily separated me. Yes, though 
perilling life it«elf, it were better openly to declare 
the truth, well content to yield up this frail mortal 
tenementiprovidedlcansecurethe peace of my immor- 
tal soul. From all I have said, continued the young 
man, "I would wish you to infer that my friendship 
may be of some use to yon ; and to best ascertain how, 
it is quite requisite to know the extent of your mis- 
fortune, just as a sage physician obtains the confidence 
of his patient, and under a full assurance that I shall 
not betray yours." 

Ricardo preserved a deep silence, and then, touched 
with the kind manner of the young man, he answered 
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him in these vorda : — " If yon could only, my dear 
friend Mahomet, ascertain what kind of remedy could 
be applied, as easily as you have the existence of 
some misibrtime, I should then hardly bewail the loss 
of my Uberty, nor would I exchan^ it indeed for the 
most joyful event that conld be&U me; but do I not 
know such is its nature, that while all the world may be 
made acquainted with the canse, there is not one conld 
take on himself ereu to alleviate — bow much less to 
remove it> That you may moreorer rest satisfied how 
iar this is true, I will, as briefly as possible, entmsi; the 
a&ir to yomr ear ; but before entering; on the strange 
labyrinth of my woes, I could wish yon to inform me 
why Hassan Pacha, my master, has caused these 
tents and paviUons to be raised here, previous to 
entering into Nicosia, of which be has been appointed 
viceroy, or pacha, as it is so termed by tbe Turks 
themselves ?" 

"That I will quickly explain," replied Maho- 
met ; " it is a custom that whenever a viceroy 
goes to take command of any province, he never 
enters the city until his predecessor shall have taken 
his departure irom it, so that he may have full liberty 
on his arrival ; and while tbe new pacha assumes the 
reins of power, the former takra his station on the 
plain to await the results of bis ovm offices, which 
are all settled without his influence or intervention, 
onless he should previously have employed them. 
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"The account of his goTernment hsring; been made 
outj it if then dalirered to the retiring Pacha in a 
closed and sealed packet, and mik this in hie hand, 
he is compelled to make his ^psaraoce nt the door 
oftha Grand Signer — in other words, at the court 
Wore the grand conncil of the Turk. Being exa~ 
mined by the Vizier Padia, and other four of a minor 
class, they either reward or chastise him according to 
the natnre of the ciHitentS ; and if he be inculpated, 
the method is to buy off his accusers by the W^igbt 
of his pnrse, or other means. If nothing be brought 
forward, either to reward or blame him, he then, 
'generally by force of bribes and gifts, attains the situ- 
ation to irhich he most Aspires ; for offices in that 
gOTemment are not bestowed as the reward of merit, 
bnt for gold; erery thing there is bought and sold. 
All pnblic affairs are conducted on a system of 
mutud spoliation and cormption ; brute power is the 
centre from which all lesser tyrwinies diverge — a bad 
omen for the duration of any goTemment. Yet, I 
beliere, it may be longer perpetuated on account of 
our sins, stad more egpecioUy such as, like mine, are 
calculated to offend the Inajesty of our God ; and, 
thdugh young, he will visit it on the head of the 
renegade, for the reuons I havQ said. Your muter, 
HaseAn Pacha, has pitched his tents on this cua- 
pagna for four days, and if he of Nicosia hath not 
sallied forth, according to mie, it is because he is ill 
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in health. He is honerer better, and co-day, or 
to-morrow morning, he will come forth and s<^ouni 
in some tents at the back of this declirity, when 
fonr master will make his entry into the city, 
and this, I believe, ia all that yon required to 
know." 

"Listen in your torn, then," replied Ricardo, 
" though I doubt if I shall be enabled to fdlfil my 
promise of briefiy describing a series of calamities, 
which set reason and calculation at defiance ; yet I 
will do all that my time and ability will permit. 

" In the first place, know you in onr village of 
Tr^ana, a young lady, whom &me hath reported as 
the most beaatHiil creature in all Sicily ; the theme, 
in short, of erery tongue, not less for her intellectual 
accomplishments th&n for her extreme grace and love- 
hness of person, — equalled, it is supposed, neither 
in ancient nor in modem times? " 

" She it is of whom the poet sang ; — All radiant and 
glowing, with her golden tresses, — her aunny piercing 
eyes, — the finest rose-bloom upon hes cheeks, — her 
teeth of whitest pearls, — rubies for her lips, — a throat 
of alabaster, and a step, which with the symmetry of 
her shape, made of her every gesture a wondrous 
harmony ; — breathing nature all around her, com- 
bined with a sweetness of colour, so pure and perfect, 
that not Envy herself could point her finger at a 
single speck, uid smile." 
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" How is it possible theiii Mahomet, you should 
not yet have mentioned eren her name ? Of a truth, 
yon either do not bear me, or were out of yonr wits 
when yon were staying at Trepana." 

"Why indeed, Ricardo, yon hare painted her in 
snch lirely colours, that if she be not the beautiful 
LeonisB, the daughter of Rodolfe the florentine,— 
for she only answers to &ne's report, — I am at a 
loss even to g:ness who she can be." 

"Yon hare guessed right," exclaimed Ricardo; 
" she it is, my dear iriend, — she, the cause of all 
that I enjoy, ^d of all I sufier. She it is, — and not 
my lost liberty, for whose sight my eyes have poured 
and will ponr, bitter, unceasing tears ; for the sound 
of whose roice I sigh, till the ur is burdened with 
the weight of my woe ; and it is ibr her I ha^e daily 
wearied heaven with my useless prayers ; for whom 
you hare often pronoonced me mad, or a poor, we^ 
captive, bending before the storm. Yea, this Leo- 
nisa,— to me a lioness, though gentle as a lamb to 
others, — ^is the sole cause of my wretched condition. 
From my earliest years, — at least, since I learnt to 
think at all, I have loved, adored, and served her 
with a care and tenderness so devoted, as if there bad 
been no other idol on earth to divide with her my 
all perfect fealty and truth. Her guardians knew my 
wishes, nor did they ever oppose them, so clear was 
the honourable nature of my tows ; so moch so, that 
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I know they endearoured to induce her to receire me- 
as her future cc«iBort. But, oh heavensl she had 
seen and she lored Comelio, the son of Ascanio 
Rotulo, — a young and dainty, courtier-Uke gentle- 
man, whose crisped curls, white hands, and smooth 
tongne, decked out with all the aids that art or dress 
could bestow, won those smiles which my long and 
ardent love and devoted services could never do, — 
bat, on the contrary, she treated them with disdain, 
and even aversion. 

" To such an excess had my passion arrived, that I 
could willingly have &Ilen, a victim of .her cruelty, at 
her ^t ; for witnessing her enconrsgement of my 
rival's wishes, threw me into those pangs of jealous 
love, that may be felt, but never can be described. 
Her relatives, believing his views to be honourable, 
and aware of his rank and wealth, secretly &voured 
his addressee, though in point of station, mind, and 
lofty enterprise, he did not — and I say it not in 
boast — he did not excel me. 

" It happened, then, that while still following up 
ray pretensions, I leamt that a day was fixed upon, 
(it was the month of May), now just a year ago, 
when the relatives of both parties, with a large train 
of attendants, were to take a rural excursion to the 
gardens of Ascanio, situated on the sea-side, and on 
the road of Las Salinas." 

" I know it well," interrupted Mahomet. " I 
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spent some tdme there, and omj do again, God 
willing ; bnt hasten on with your story, Ricardo." 

" 1 heard of it," continued Ricardo, " and the bit- 
terest jealonsy took poasesaion of my sonl ; I was no 
longer myself, as you will soon see from the seqoel. 
I followed them to the spot, and there, imder the 
leafy canopy of trees, I beheldi snrronnded by their 
merry friends and companions, the two beings whom 
I sought, sitting only a little apart from each other. 
I seemed to lose all consciousness of other objects. 
I stood fixed like a statne, — too rivetted and ab- 
sorbed eren to notice the effect which my appear- 
ance produced. It was not long, however, ere my 
sight and my senses returned ; I gazed on thepi, my 
surprise turned to indignation, my rage sent the 
blood to my heart ; and though my adoration of her 
beauty restnuned my hands, it gave redoubled energy 
to my words. < Happy as you look, delighting in 
the torments you inflict, and the tears you have 
condemned me iacesssntly to pour, cruel and ingrate 
as thou art, go, toy with thy vain trifling choice; 
wreathe his ufieminate tresses with those fingers, 
crown his brows with myrtle leaves, smile with thy 
deadly and poisonous power, and let me look on, 
that I may die before you with the horror of such a 
sight. Yet, proud and ill-advised one, thinkest thou 
to break through all ties and laws most sacred, at thy 
pleasure ? Thinkest thou yon smooth.&ced idiot 
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boyi proud of his wealth, arrogant in Ma love and 
rank, silly and inexperienced, can know what true 
love, fidelity, and noble passion are ; con he estimate 
thy beauties, like him of sounder soul and nerve, and 
of maturer years ? Believe it not ; he is the same 
tame, faeartleas being:, whose conduct is sure to be 
apphmded by the world, whose ignorance can deceive 
no one but himself. Inconstancy is the motto of 
yoath, as pride of the rich, arrogance of the vain, 
disdain of beauty. And does the boy im^ne that 
claims like his ought to supersede mine, buried as 
he is in the lap of sloth and luxury ? No ; let him 
first rise from that flowery couch, and meet the rir^ 
who abhors him from the soul ; let him dare me to 
the challenge for thy love. See you not bow unworthy 
he is of the treasure yon would yield to bitn, since 
he dare not rise to defend it t a&aid, it may be, .of 
discomposing some portion of his lady-like attire. 
Had renowned Achilles, in his woman's dress, been 
seated as thou art, in vain would Ulysses have 
tempted him from his luxurious retreat by the sight 
of his resplendent arms and love of glorious enter- 
prise. But thou, go join thy mother's maids ; comb 
thy soft tresses, and decorate those delicate hands, 
better fitted to wield the distaff than the sword.' 
During the utterance of these bitter words, Comelio 
never stirred from the spot ; be seemed struck with 
wonder, bis eyes intently fixed upon me. 
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" On heariog' the angry sound of myroice) the whole 
of the company present directed their attention to 
what I said ; and gathering round Comelio, it seemed 
as if they inspired him with a Uttle more coura^. 
He gare some signs of rising, upon which I instantly 
attacked him, earronnded as be was by a whole tribe 
of relatives and iriends. The moment the lorely 
Leonisa canght the flssh of my sword, sh^ fell into a 
swoon, at which sight my indignation rose to a pitch 
of fury no longer to be repressed. 

" How it was that, snrronnded by numbers who 
sought to wound and disarm me, in the idea that I 
was a madman, and whom I as fiercely attacked, I 
should haye escaped with life, I am at a loss to 
comprehend, unless it were that Heaven reserved me 
for still greater misfortunes then before. Spite of 
my efforts to reach him, Comelio escaped, though I 
wounded a number of his friends and attendants, being 
utterly careless of my own life ; when suddenly an 
event occurred, &r more &tal to me than if I had been 
left dead upon the ground. In the midst of the fray, 
a band of Turkish corsurs who had landed without 
being perceived, were observed rushing towards us,— 
my enemies t«ok to flight, and I was left alone to 
encounter new dangers. 

"The TurkB,bowever,succeededia capturing only 
three persons, of whom Leonisa, still lying insensible, 
was one, Bn4 I, who furiously withstood them to the 
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dmtb, was another. After securing: ue, the pirates 
immediatelj set sail, not well s&tiafied with the loss I 
had made them suffer ; and spreading their c&nvaes, 
it was no long time ere we found ourselves anchored 
at Fabiana. 

" There they first made inqnirj' aa to the nnmber 
they had lost, when they found that four of what 
they termed the LoTantines, were missing-, and these 
they accounted among the best of their crew> Bent 
upon revenge, the survivors came to the resolution 
of putting me to death ; and the yard-arm was ordered 
to be lowered, and the rope to be prepared. Mean- 
time, Leonisa had woke from her swoon, and seeing 
herself snrroundad by the fierce feces of the corsairs, 
she burst into tears ; she wrung her fair hands, and 
gave way to the most passionate ebullition of grief. 
At length, one of the men at the oars, a Chris- 
tian, spoke to her in Italian, and told her that the 
commander bad doomed her fellow captive — pointing 
towards me— to instant execution, on accoiint of 
having killed so many of the best men of his galley. 

"OnhearingtfaisiLeonisaforthe first time betrayed 
some symptoms of concern for me, and told her 
informer to advise the captain by no means to put 
me to death ; for by that be would lose an immense 
sum, which I should be able to pay for my ransom. 
Believing her, the pirutee the next day raised the flag 
of peace, and returned to Trapaaa. 1 passed that 
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Bight in an agony of grief, you may veil imagine ; 
not for the sake of my captiTity or my wonndB, but 
from the horror I ftlt at my &ir and crud enemy 
being in the ban^ of barbariaiiB and tlares. 

" On reaching the city allnded to, one o( the two 
galliee pat into the port, while the other remained 
cruising nithont; the whole shors was covered witb 
the ChristianB, and axnoog them the effeminate Cor- 
Belio, dl eagerly olwerriDg wh^ was passing in the 
gaDies. Preparing to treat for ransom, I obterred 
my own steward approaching with others for that 
purpose ; bat I directly informed him I would not be 
set at liberty, and that tbe amoont should go tar the 
ransom of Leoniso, ordering him forthwith to return 
to tbe shore, and acquaint the parents and friends of 
Leooisa with my resolation, and that they shonU 
make themeelres perfectly easy on hw account. 
Having done this, the commander, Isnf, a rene- 
gade Greek, required six thousand crowns for the 
captive beauty, and for me foor thousand, Bweaiing, 
at the same time, that he would not release the one 
without the other. The iact was, he insisted upon 
having this exorbitant amount from having become 
enamoured of tbe &ir girl, and having arranged that, 
in the division of tbe whole spoil, be should, at a cer- 
tain vduation, keep, tbe person of Leonisa for bim- 
mif. Tlie relatives of Leonisa, meantime relying 
upon my promise, made no further exertions, and 
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the same in regard to Cornelio ; so thftt, after muiy 
nfosals, mj steward agreed to g^ire five tbonsond for 
Xieoniw &nd three tbons&nd for mjrsel£ Izof accepted 
the terms, being' driTen to it hj the inflnence of hia 
comrade and that of the whole crew. Ab my steward, 
howerer, was not prepared with so large a sum, he 
asked tJtiree daya to collect it, intending to mortgage 
my property to the amount we wanted. Izuf waa 
deUghted with this result, aa it gare him time to 
bring about the entire &ilure of the plan ; and 
returning to the ialand of Fabiano, he declared that 
lie would return to r«cwTe the money in the lq>se of 
three daya. But my omel fortnne, not yet weary of 
persecuting me, ccmtrired that, while a Turkish aen- 
tinel held watch on the loftiest part of the island, he 
deacried uz Italian aail, part of a squadron from 
Malta or the Sicilies, on which he instantly gave the 
signal, and the troope on land forthwith reimbarked 
with all the spoil they coold suddenly collect together, 
steering direct for the Barbary coast. In less than 
two houra they lost dght of the galleya, and, under 
fitTOur of the night, escaped the Christian armament 
unobserved. I will leare you to imagine, my friend, 
the tormenta I suffered in that voyage, so different 
ftom what I had hoped; snfBce it to say, that, on 
arrivijig at the island of Pantanalea, the Turks again 
betook themselves to laud, and proceeded to make 
partition of the booty, ever; w<ad in regaid to which 
p 2 
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want like » dagger to my eouI. When they came to' 
the disposal of Leoniaa and myaelf, Izuf proposed to 
give to his comrade six Chriatians, including me, 
upon condition of retaining Leonisa only for himself. 
The offer was accepted, and Fetalo, approaching me, 
wd in Italian : — ' Thou art now mine, Christian, for 
the valne of two thousand crownsi and if thou carest 
to have thy freedom, give me now four thousand if>r 
it. or prefer to die on the spot.' 

" I enquired if the Christian lady, also, was given 
up to him ; to which he replied, that Izuf retained 
her, being determined to convert her to the tni& 
bith, Kod to make her his wife. 

" It was even so, as one of the captives at the oar 
isrther assured me, who had overheard the whole of 
the agreement entered into between the two captains, 
Izuf and Fetala. I be|^:ed of my master that he 
would so arrange matters as to obtain the Christian 
lady, for that in that case he would be sure of having 
ten thousand gold crowns for her ransom. He an- 
swered it was impossible ; but that he would acquaint 
Ivuf with the offer, who might then think it advisa- 
ble to change his views, and most likely accept it. 
He did so, and then gave orders for the whole of his 
galley to get on board, as he was resolved to steer, 
for Tripoly. Izuf, on his part, determined to go to 
Viserta, and both embarked with all that precipita- 
tion, which either fear of suprise,. or hopes of plunder,^ 
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are known to inspire. Signs ^so of a brooding 
stortii gB,ve additional briakness to their motions ; 
and meantime I was unable to catch a sight of the 
&ir Leonisa, except as we approached the sea-side 
to embark. Then, alas 1 1 saw her led by the band 
of her new master, and more recent loyer ; and just 
as she was crossing; into the galley she turned her 
eyes npou me, while mine were rivetted on her 
with a passionate expression of ineffable grief, which 
seemed to deprive me of both sight and sense, — a 
mist came orer my eyes, and 1 fell without con- 
sciousness to the earth. The same, I was afterwards 
informed, occurred to Leonisa; ahe had fiiUen from 
her footing into the wat«r, and Izmf, plunging after 
her, with dJfBcolty recorered her. 

" With this I was made acquainted in the galley, on 
board of which I had been carried in a state of insen- 
sibflity ; but on awakening irom my trance, what 
was my surprise to find myself alone, while the other 
Tessel was seen steering in an opposite direction, 
bearing along with it the object of all my solicitude. 
The sight pierced me to the heart, — I execrated my 
ill fortune, and such was the excess of my grief and 
lamentation, that my new master, disturbed by my 
riolence, threatened to punish me if I did not 
instantly cease. With proud disdain I repressed my 
feelings, hoping that by the violence I did to my in- 
dignation and despair, my heart might break asander ; 
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bnt &te bad not jet done her norst ; Uie tempest 
had now risen to a pitch of farj, and the piistes 
■oon losing all command of the Tesael) she scudded 
at will before the winds. 

It waa the captain's object to gain the refiige of 
the island, not fax from us, but sncfa was the riolenc« 
of the tempest, as to bear ns in little less than fonr- 
teen hours many leagues out to sea, so that in a short 
while we were borne hack to the island we had left, 
and harried, with the certainty of death before our 
eyes, upon a pile of horrid rocks that jutted out into 
the ocean. The other galley, driven in the same 
direction, was close to ns, and terrible was the 
struggle on both sides by force of rowing to save onr- 
selves from impending destruction. The men of ths 
other galley appeared spent with fatigue ; they soon 
ceased their efforts altogether, and the ressel was 
borne with a tremendous crash npon the unpitying 
rocks. She &irly opened into two ; the nighthad just 
set in, and one nniversal cry which seemed to pierce 
all hearts, rose above the voice of the tempest. The 
bands on board us refased longer to listen to the 
Captain, but they still tu^ed hard at the oar, turning 
at the same time her prow to the wind, and throwing 
out her two anchors to find a bottom, by all which if 
possible, to retard the dreaded moment at hand. 
Others indeed, feared to die ; they trembled ; but not 
so with me ; for the mere hope of meeting in another 
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■phera with the dear object that bad jnst perieheil 
before mjr ejes, infdsed a wild and etrange delight in 
meeting: the tempeBt in all its horrora, and at every 
fresh shock I &lt onlj diaappointment and despair to 
£nd myself yet in esist«nce. I watched with intenae 
anxiety each revolving wave, in the idea that it might 
bring' on its heaving bosom, the form of my lost 
Leonisa ; bnt in vun I gazed on the terrific waters ; 
it is impoesihle to describe to you the agonies of soul 
I endiued that one long night; for I promised I 
wonld be brief, and volumes would not convey an 
adequate idea of what I suffered. Death came not 
to my relief and another moroing brolce with more 
fearful presage, if possible, than the day that was ' 
gong by ; our vessel had now drifted some way from 
the rocks, and being near doubling a point of the 
island, both Christians and Turks exerted themselves 
to th^ ntmoat, and in eix hoars sncceeded in getting 
her clear ; while the winds and waves becoming more 
calm, our men again took to their oars, till, gradually 
^proaching the shore, the Torks went on land with 
the view of discovering if any thing remained from 
the wreck of the other vessel. Still heaven denied 
me the melancholy satls&ctioa of embracing the hfe- 
lesB form of my Leonisa, that, if not in life, 1 might 
at least be united to all I held dear in death ; and 
for this reason, I implored of a renegade Christian 
who was going on shtM^ to inquire if the rough 
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oceut snr^ had cast her delicate limbs on that &tal 

" Meantime, however, the wind rose, and onr cap- 
tain was once more compelled to hoist some sail, and 
put oat to sea; he himself now took the helm, and, 
confident of no fresh interruption, we skimmed 
rapidlj over the waves. Such, indeed, was the 
pn^ress we made, that in the next three dajs we 
past in eight of Trapana, Melazo, and Palermo, and 
entered the mouth of the Bay of Messina, to the no 
small terror of those within, and those who regarded 
uB from the shore. Bnt here, thong^h wearj and 
hungry, we were not permitted to repose. Trip<dy 
was our destination, and on our arrival there, my 
master, having made over to his Levantines their 
share of the booty, and paid a fifth, as is cnstomary, 
to the Dey, was seized with a violent illness, which, 
in three days, carried him to another world. The 
Dej then took possession of the whole property, and 
the officer appointed by the grand Turk, — who, an 
you know, is the heir of all those who die with- 
oat a will,— to survey the dead, made equal divi- 
sion of my master's efiects, and I myself fell to the 
share of the viceroy of Tripoly , who shortly after went 
off to Cyprus, and I accompanied him hither, though 
without the intention of obtaining my ransom. He 
has often indeed ui^ed me to do so, having heard 
fi'om the captain's soldiers that I was a man of 
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prop«t7 ; but I endeavoured to convince him that 
he had been imposed npon, and declined hia offers. 
And if yon aak me, my frieod, the reason, I will 
confeBs that I cannot indulge the idea of improving 
my lot ; that I wish to add to the recollection of my 
lost Leoniea by suffering and captivity, in order 
the better to lose all relish of life. If it be true that 
continual grief must have a violent end, or end the 
sufferer, mine cannot &il to have a termination, for I 
think to give my troubles bo free a vent as to put a 
speedy period to my existence whicli I so unwillingly 
bear. This then, O Mahomet, is the cause ; — the 
sad coDEciousnesB of living, while Bhe, who was the 
light of my path, the sole tie that bound me to earth, 
— my Leoniea, is deatl. Alas I had she but survived 
'—then, then," but here his voice &iled him, and a 
flood of t«ars burst from the overcharged Bources of 
fais grief, which watered the very ground. Mahomet 
could not but sympathize with him; and when the 
paroxysm was somewhat past, he sought to console 
his iiriend in the best manner he was able ; bat the 
unhappy lover cut him short, exclaiming, that he 
would leave no means untried of exciting the anger 
and ill usage of his cruel task-masters, to provoke 
them to some act of vengeance that should bring his 
sufferings to a close. 

Not the less, however, did the iaithfiil Mahomet 

cease to inspire him with better hopes, tuul to con- 

p 3 
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▼ince him of his mtch^ care, and incrMsing desire 
4^ not only aUflviating his &te, bnt bringing gome 
more importut remedy^, like a wise physidMi con«> 
i^uiut the patient's will, to reatora him to peace and 
fr«edom. He aasmed him of the great ioflueace of 
his oim master, the cadi, beyond that ereu of the 
nceroy, and also of the high farour in which he 
himself stood, and by which he might effect so mock 
in his friend's behal£ " Besides," added het '* it will 
not be difficult to get you transferred to his service, 
when we shall be compauione, and more easily 
enabled to dense farther plans for your ultimate 
benefit and relief." 

" I thank you, Mahomet," rephed Rlcardo, " for 
though you can effect nothing that brings me the 
most distant hope, your friendship for me is very 
great. I teel it is dear to me; but let as now repair 
to the tent, for I see a great throng of people coming 
out of the city ; and doubtless it is the old Tioeroy 
about to take his position on the plain, while my 
master takes possession <rf his residence in the city." 
" You are ri^t," replied his friend, " come with me, 
and see the ceremonies with which be is receired ; 
they will amuse you." " Let it be so, then," re- 
turned Ricsrdo, '■ for yon may perhaps be of use to 
me in regard to the overseer of my master's slaTes^ 
none of the kindest of men." 

They 1^ the spot, and reached the tent jost with 
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tbe old bashaw, as the new one was approadiiiig the 
entr&noe that was to receive its new occupier. AU 
Pacha was attended by his JanuEaries, who are always 
on guard unce the cajiture of the city by the Turks. 
They came ia two files, about c«m thousand £ye> 
hundred strong, some armed with fire-armB, and 
some widi scimetsrs. They marched to the gate of 
Hassan, the new pacha, awl farming a circle round 
himi All, ioclining his body, made his obeisance to 
Haesan, while the latter returned it, thoagh in a less 
degree. Hassan then entered All's pavilion, and 
the Turks next mounted him upm a grand chaiger, 
richly nqwrisoned, and conducting him round the 
t«Qt and ovH* great part of the yitia, they raised a 
prodigious dammv in dieir own tongue — " Long 
live the Sultan Solynian, and Hassan the Pacha, in 
his name." This they repeated with load huzsas 
a great nmmber of times, after which they returned 
to the test wher^n Ali Pacha had, daring that time 
remained, and now with the cadi and Hassan he 
continued ehnt up in it, (or the space of aboat an 
hour. Mahomet informed his friend that they were 
engaged in discussing what was to be done in regard 
to the city, e^eci^ly snch works as Ali had left 
unfinished. 

In a little while, the cadi appeared at the door of 
the tent, and called aloud in Tnricish, Arabic, and 
Greek, that all those who might wish to enter, and lay 
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any compUint against All Padia, coold then safely dd 
BO ; for that Hassan Pacha was there deputed by 
the Grand Signor himself) as viceroj of Cyprws, and 
that he would protect them in all justice and reason. 
Upon this announcement, the Janissaries, widening: 
their flanks, left open to the pnblic the entrance into 
the tent, with free access for Kay indindnal to 
prefer his request in person. M&bomet now took 
his friend by the wem, who, as being the slave of 
Hassan, was not debarred the privilege, and walked 
quickly towards the gate. Greeka, Christians, and 
some Turks also followed their example, from whom 
most of the charges were of so trivial a nature as to 
call for little inquiry, and were dispatched by the 
cadi on the spot, with the exception of all matriuaoi- 
nial causes, more by individual judgment than by 
any existing law. The cadi is the competent judge 
in all cases, among these barbarians, and there is no 
appeal from him to any other tribunal. Meantime, 
there entered a chanz, a sort of algnazil, who stated, 
that at the door was- a Jew, who had bronght a beaa- 
tifnl Christian slave, which he was desirous to sell ; 
to which the cadi made answer, that he should be in-' 
stantly admitted. In no long time he returned, and 
with him a venerable Jew, who held by. the hand 
a wooiaD, attired in the &ahion of Barbary, and of 
such admirable figure and appearance, that not the 
most wealthy lady of Fez orMorocco,~who surpass all 
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Africans in the art of adorning the person, — not even 
the &ir ones of Argel, tilth their glittering ^ms, 
could compete with her. Her face was covered with 
a fine worked scarlet reil, her arms were adorned 
with gold and gemmed bracelets ; and even round 
her ankles shone gold and jewelled clasps. Alto- 
gether, her air and presence were at once rich, 
attractive, and commanding. Both the pachas and 
the. cadi were struck with admiration at the sight'; 
hut before giving on opinion, they commanded the 
Jew to withdraw the envioiiB veil which hid the 
fiiir Christian's features from their eyes. They 
seemed as if dazzled by the brilliancy of her charms 
— charms that fixed the soul of every beholder. 
Such, indeed, was her surpassing beauty, and the 
splendour of her whole air and figure, as to make a 
lively impression upon all present. 

But if the effect was great upon others, what must 
it have been on the unfbrtuiiate Ricardo, when he 
beheld in the lovely object before him no other than 
his cruel and long-loved Leonisa, already wept and 
lamented as among the dead. If wonder and delight 
transfixed him to the spot, the passion felt by Ali 
for the unequalled charms of the iair Christian was 
no less intense. Nor did Hassan less feel the power of 
beauty; while the eyes of the cadi were never for a 
moment removed from her iace. Each, at the same 
time, indulged the hope of obtaining the object he 
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SO mvch admired ; «iid vithoat reflectmg either on 
the meuu or the manner of succeedingi e&ch 
inqoired of the Jew the price of hia fitir commodity? 
The Jew fixed it at four thonsand doblas, or two 
thousand crowns; on hearing whidi, AH cried out 
that he wmild give it, and that he Bhonld go and 
receire HhB mm at his tent ; but Hassan, eagerij 
intemqitiBg him, swore hy Mahomet that he was of 
another opinion, and that he would maintain it with 
his life. " It is I who shall giro the four thousand 
to the Jew ; not that I would give it, and much less 
oppose the will of Ali in this matter, were it not 
that I am compelled to state what he will himself 
support, as it is right and reasonable that he ^onld, — 
namely, that so delicate and sweet a elare appertains 
not to either of tis, but only to the Grand Signer 
himself^ This I arer, and in his name do I make 
purtjiase of her; now let ns see where stands the 
rash man who will gainsay my wordS) and take her 
from me?" " I am ha that will do it," retorted Ali; 
" for with tiie self-same purpose did I first bespeak 
her from the J«v; and it seems more fit, withal, 
that I, sailing forthwith to tlie capital, shonld be 
oomnuBsioned to present this rich offering to our 
mighty master. It is more fit, I say, for I am 
without an office — I want the sultan's &Tour ; while 
thou, Hassan, hast jost entered into commission for 
three years to govern this most abundant territw^ 
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oi Cyprus. For these reasoas, and having first 
offered for the captire, thou art boaod to leave her 
to me, that bo I may gain the favonr of our common 
master." " Kay, sooth, it stands me in like Btea5," 
returned Hssstn, " to obtain and send her to my 
gTocions lord; and better yet should I have no base ' 
interest in giving her to the sultan. Talk not to 
me of convenience ; I will arm a tight galley with 
my own picked men, and my own slaves to wor^ 
Iwr, Aye, that will I ; gainsay me now who dare I 

At ^ese proud words the &ce of Ali turned pale 
with T«ge, «nd starting to his feet, he seized bis 
hanger, crying out ; " Hassan, look to thy words ; 
my intents are good; 1 would give this Christian to 
our, master, the Grand Signor; and having been the 
first to purchase, it is bat reason and justice that 
yon yield her to me. If such be not your better 
pnrpose, this good weapon shall plead my right, uid 
pooisb thy temerity." The cadi, intent on all that 
passed, and no leas smitten widi the captive than 
the others, bethought him of a plan of throwing 
water on the glowing embers Jast kindling into a 
fiame, without shewing that he meant to do ao ; and 
if imsuccessfiil, to remain alone with and take the 
pretty captive to himself. He placed himself between 
the enraged rivals, and addressing Massnn, he said : 
" My dear Hassan, be calm ; and you, Ali, restrain 
yoor anger, for yon foi^et I am here; I who can 
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compose «U these differencesi so that both of yon 
shall succeed in your object of serving the Grand 
Signor as you deare." Both instantly felt the force 
of the cadi's words, and would have obeyed had it 
been yet worse, such is the respect they bear the 
character of cadi; and the cadi thus proceeded^ 
" You say. All, that yon wish to have this Christian 
for the Grand Signor ; Hassan says the same ; and 
you allege, that for being the first to offer a price 
for her, she ought to be ' yours ; and Hassan again 
contradicts you. Now, though he does not fonnd 
this in reason, I perceive that he has as good a one 
as yourself; that is, to devote the &ir slave to the 
same purpose as you intend to do ; eo that there is 
no greater claim on one side than the other, ewept 
as regards the small difference of a moment's time. 
Bnt this is no reason why the other should be 
defrauded of his intent, ineomnch that it seems 
good unto me that we come unto the following 
agreement. Firstly, that ye shall both stand pro- 
prietors of this exquisite gem i secondly, that the 
use of it shall depend on the will of the Grand 
Signor, for whom it was booght ; that in fact he 
shall dispose of the maiden, and meantime Hassan 
shall pay two thousand doblas, or gold coins ; and 
also All two thousand more, while the captive her< 
self shell be put under my' guardianship. I will 
take care that, in the name of ye both, she shall be 
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sent to CoDBtantinople ; yea, I will coDrey her at 
my own cost, with all the authority and decency 
becoming the occasion. Moreover, I will write to 
oor master, informing him of all that hath be&llea 
here, and the rare emulation ehown in diBpating 
which most should serve liim." 

On hearing these flattering words, the two ena- 
moured Turks could do no other than meet the 
views uf the pacific and dieinterested cadi, each at 
the same time encouraging a hope that he should be 
enabled secretly to accomplish the design ha had in 
viewr Hassan, remaining viceroy, determined that 
he would bribe the cadi up to the mark, while Ah 
conceived an exploit which would bring the &ir 
captive at once into his arms; and both, smiling at 
their past heat, gave easily into the cadi'a terms. 
Each paid his two thousand, and put the prize into 
the happy cadi's hands i but the Jew demurred that 
lie was not going to give her up with all that 
splendour, unless another two thousand were to he 
forthcoming; sucb was really the value of the 
magnificent dress and decorations she wore. In 
feet, they all declared that the Jew was rather below 
thd mark than otherwise in asking for the sum he 
did; and they resolved that the &ir Christian 
should be presented to the Grand Signer in all the 
splendour with which she then dazzled their eyes. 
Each agreed in the propriety of this step, flattering 
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bimwlf that the fitir girl would, bj <ome means, &U 
to his ahan. 

It is impossible to convey an idea of the Bensations 
&lt by Ricardo during the whole of this aingijlar vai 
trying scene— the fears, the tumults that shook his 
aoul on finding that he had only beheld his loet, 
adwed lore restored, to endnre all the pangs of a 
se^wntion like iJiis. Was it only a dream — scone 
struige, wild phantasy — that deluded his senses for 
a moment, and then &ded, like alorely Tisirai, away. 
Was she not dead? were not tluMe brilliant eyes 
snffiiied with the shHdaa of death P At length he 
turned trembling' towards his friend Mahomet ; know- 
yon not the miracle," be exclaimed. " I do not," 
was lus friend's n^j. " It is she ; it is Leonisa I" 
" What say yon," returned Mahomet, " is it pos- 
sible?" " It is true; but reveal it not," whispered 
Mahomet ; " f<»tune is about to requite your suffer- 
ings ; she will come into my master's possession, and 
all will be well." " Ought I to let her know I am 
here?" inquired Ricardo; "shall I speak?" "By 
no means ; you will ruin all if you do." " I will be 
gnided wholly by you," said Ricardo, striTing to 
conceal himself from Leonisa, who stood with her 
lovely eyes fixed upon the ground, from which, at 
times, fell a few pearly tesn. 

But the cadi now t^proached, and tiJdng Leonisa 
by the hand, deUvered her over to Mahomet, with a 
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ComniBiid that lie Bhonld conduct her into the cit^i 
wid place her id the huida of hie hdy Halim», to be 
treated as the eUve of the Grand Sig;nor. Mahomet 
obeyed, and left Ricardo, accompBiued by Leoniea, 
who drew after her the eyes of her anhappjr loTer, 
as the loaditone does the steel,' till the walls of the 
city hid her from his view. He then turned to the 
Jew> inqniring how he had met, and where he had 
bongfat, the fair Christian? to which the other made 
answer, that he had bought her of some l^irks at Pan- 
taualea : bat the Pachas here inteirapted him by cc»n- 
manding; him into their presence. Meantime, while 
conducting the fair Christian to her deBtinationi 
Mahomet inquired of her from what place she had 
come P She answerad, it was from the noble city of 
Trapana, thQ she was the child of wealthy parents, 
though she had been bo exceedingly nnfbrtunate. 
Her condnctor went on to ask, if she knew of any 
rich and notde caraUer- in that city, very handsome 
and accomplished, and known by the name of 
Ricwdo? On hearing the name, Leonisa gave a 
deep sigh; " Alasl" she said, "I know too well, from 
all I experience in this rery cruel lot." " Did he 
then occasion your Bufferings ?" asked Mahomet. 
" That did he, by fallowing and wishing to make me 
his," was the reply. " And are jon acquainted with 
another gentleman named Comelio, wealthy, liberal, 
gentle, prudent P" " Him too I know as the author 
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of freater svfferis^ to me than Ricardo hiroBelf-, 
but who are yun, Sir, and wherefore do jon inquire F 
Ah I would that heaven, a.t leng^ taking pity on 
my exceBBiTe troubles, had sent in you, Sir, one who 
might conBoie, might reheve me." " I am a native 
of Palenno," returned Mahomet; " one who, from a 
succession of strange accidents find myself here, and 
in such a dress, so different from all I formerly was 
used to wear, although my mind, spite of all appear- 
ances, is still the same. I know the persons of whom 
I inquire, far not many days ago, I had them linder 
my care ; Conielio was captured by some Moor of 
Tripoly, who sold him to a Turk, who brought him 
to this island, whither he came' for the sale of mer- 
chandize, being a merchant of Rhodes. Such was 
fais confidence in Comelio, that he entrusted him 
with his effects." ■* And I donbt not he can take 
good care of them, as he does of his own," said 
Leonisa; "but tell me, Sir, how, or with whon} 
came Ricardo to this island ?" " He was brought," 
returned Mahomet, " by a corsair, who captured him 
white in a garden near the sea-side, at Trepana, and 
with him his master said he had also taken a young 
lady, whose name, notwithstanding repeated inquiries, 
he would not rereal to me. She remained here 
some days with her master, who was about to ridt 
the tomb of Mahomet, in the city of Almeilina, and 
at the time of his departure, Ricardo was taken sick. 
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tfhen his master left him in Toy care, in order tJut I 
might find some remedy to his disorder till his own 
return. In case he should not come back, he told 
me that he nould write to me from Conatentinople, 
informing me when to send him thither. But heayen 
ordained it otherwise ; since the luckless Ricardo, 
without any apparent cause, died only a few days 
afterwards, lamenting without ceasing, the loss of a 
lady called Leonisa, whom he hadloved, be said, bet- 
ter than his own life and soul. *' She was drowne*!," 
he added, in a shipwreck, upon the rocks of Pant«- 
naliti ; and grief &r that erent was the sole cause 
why he conld no longer bear to live." " Tell me all 
yon know, friend," returned Leonisa; " did he never, 
in conversing with you, state the manner in which 
the lady and himself were captured ?" " Yes, he 
did," returned M^omet, and often asked if a Christian 
lady, named Leonisa, had been brought to the island, 
for he was exceseirely anxious to obtain her ransom, 
for that he would willingly pay the sum." " Alas 
me !" cned Leonisa," how good, how generous he 
was ; how much nobler than Comelio, — and towards 
me too, — the sad cause of his sofferings and death. 
Would it had pleased heaven to spare him ; that so I 
might have had occasion to return some of the ten- 
derness he bore me, for I am the unhappy lady sought 
by Cwnelio— so beloved by Ricardo, though now 
reduced to so wretched a lot. Honour is all that has 
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renuinedto me; and for the Jatare I know not who is 
m^nuster, norwh&t mydeatiiution; to yoUfthereforo, 
Ae I appeali u & Christi&D, to advise me in theM mj 
troables, so Tarions and manifold that I know not 
which way to turn, nor what will become of me." 
" I wiU do all, lady, in my power," repUed Mahomet, 
" that in|;ennity or force can effect to gire yon 
r«Uef ;" and he then informed her of the ^narrvl 
between the pachas on her accooot, and how she had 
finally remained in the han^ of his master the cadi, 
for the pnipose of being; presented to the Grand 
Turk Selim. Tliat, nsTertheleae, he put his tmat 
is one more powerfiil than any earthly lord that it 
would torn ont better ; directing; Letmisa at the 
tame tima to do all in her power to attach the 
r^ard of Halima, the cadi'a wife, in whose hands 
she was to remain until she set ont on her royag« 
to Constantinople. After &rther explaining to her 
the manner in which she should proceed, and other 
porticnlars, Mahomet presented her, together with 
the messa^ from her matter, to the Turldsh lady. 
Seeing her eo beantifol and so splendidly decorated, 
Halima received her &ir captive with distinction, 
and her conductor bent hie way back to the tents, 
anxious to inform Ricardo of the conversation which 
had passed ; and when he described the lady's emo- 
tion on hearing of his pretended deatit, the tears 
started into his eyes. He contrasted this with her 
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co&dnct on leaniiag the capture of Comalio, of 
whom she had spoken with marked slight and arer- 
aion ; the whole of which acted as a delidons balm 
to the afflicted spirit of Ricardo, who, turning to 
Mahomet, said : — " I call to mind now what my 
fether related to me; — you know how greatly he 
was honoured by Charles the Fifth, in whoae serrice 
he dischai^d many high offices both in peace and 
war. He used to tell me, that when the emperor 
was engaged in taking TTinis, as he was one day 
standing In his tent upon the plain, they brought to 
him a Moorish girl, of remarkable beauty ; and what 
was still more singular in a Moor, she bad golden 
hair, which seemed to vie with the sun's rays which 
■hone upon her tluongh the tent. At that time, he 
sud, there were two Spanish cavaliers in the camp, 
an Andalnsian and a Catalonian ; both of rare pru- 
dence, and both poets. The moment he beheld her, 
the Andolusian burst forth into a strain of enthn- 
siastJc admiration ; yet abserring every rule of the 
moat difScnlt verse, in what is termed eopUu, and in 
the fifth line of the couplet he suddenly paused, as if 
unable to bring to an end either the sentiment or 
tlie verse. But the other cavalier who stood at his 
side, and had heard the verses, observing him at 
a loss, snatched as it were the middle of the couplet 
from his lips, pursued it, and finished it wiUi the 
proper rhymes, and beauty of sentiment as welL 
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Nov, Jaj dear friend, it was this incident which 
occurred eo forcibly to my mind when I saw the 
dazzling charms of Leonisa break, like sun-light, 
through the obscnrity of the pacha's tent, — a light, 
that seemed to beam like heaven with all its starry 
glory upon my wondering view." " Restrain your 
passionate prmses," interrupted Mahomet with a 
smile, " unless yon mean to be taken rather for a 
Pagan than a Christian ; but leaving these follies 
apart, let me inquire bow yon mean to proceed in 
this difficult affair?" "Alasl" replied Ricardo, 
■' I know all that passed-in the tent; for a Venetian 
renegado who was present has interpreted all to me ; 
BO that now my whole efforts would be directed how 
to prevent, if possible, the voyage of my beloved 
one,— -Oh, heavens I for the purpose of being pre- 
sented to the Grand Signor," 

" The first thing to be done, then," returned Ma- 
homet, more calmly, " is for you to become the slave 
of my master, and we can afterwards concert what 
measures may be adapted to the present juncture." 
He had no sooner spoken, than the overseer of 
Hassan's Christian slaves made his appearance, and 
took Ricardo along with him. The cadi retnmed 
to the city with Hassan, who, in a few days, made 
out the residential letters of Ali, and gave them to 
him, closed and sealed, on his departure to Constan- 
tinople. He went, leaving strict injuactions with 
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the cadi to forward the &ir captivei with letten, to 
the snltui, not forgetting to reconuoend his (Ali's) 
Berrice, and his exertions to please the sultan, most 
warmly to his master's &voiir. The other made 
ample promise to that effect, intent all the time on 
treachery, and ea^r for the possession of the Mr 
Christian, whom he pretended to reserve for tha 
Grand Sign or. 

Meantime, Mahomet had made arrangements for 
Bicardo to become the slave of the cadi, a circnm- 
stance which rendered the wretched lover only more 
anxiooa than before to obtain an interview with his 
adored Leonisa, antt deprived him of all repose. He 
now changed his name into that of Mario, in order 
that she might not hear his real one till he bad 
first seen her ; and this was extremely difficult, on 
BCcoont of the jealousy of the Moors, who veil the 
&ceB of their women, so as to conceal them more 
effectoally from the eyes of the men, though they do 
not care they should be seen by the Christians, as, 
being captives, they conclude they dare no longec 
indulge the usual passions of men. 

It so happened, that the Senora Halima one day 
caat eyes on the slave Mario, and so greatly was she 
struck with his noble air and figure, that she could 
not drive hia image from her fency, and it soon 
reached her heart. Little content with the poor 
attractions of her ancient husband, she induced 4 
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passion for the himdiome captdTe, and confided the 
secret to Leonisfti for vhom she had aWady con- 
ceived a real affection, added to her respect for the 
intended mistress of the Grand Signor. She told 
her that her husband had brmight a new Christian 
slave into the house, and of snch enchanting looks 
ud appearance, that she thonght she had never 
beheld a more elegant, delightful man in Ler life i 
that, moreover, he was Chilib, that is to eay, a 
CavaUer, and had come firom the same territory as 
the renegade Mahomet ; bnt that she did not know 
bow to proceed, or to make known her wishes. 

Leonisa inquired after the name of the handstHne 
captive, and heard in reply that he was called Mario^ 
" But," said Leonisa, " were he of the place which yoa 
mention, 1 sbotild know him : and there is no one of 
the name of Mario in Trapana. Fray let him be 
called hither, Senora; I will qaestiOD him and t^ 
you who he is, and what yon may expect from one 
like him." " And so yon shall," said HaUma; " for 
on the next fast, when the cadi will be employed in 
making the Zala in the mosque, he shall come to ust 
and you shall speak to him ear to ear. Then, if yon 
think well of it, moke your sweet voice plead my 
desire; and I know you will do it in a way that he 
cannot resist it." While the fair Halima was thns 
employed with the captive, the cadi, on his part, 
having called his slaves, Mahomet and Mario, to his 
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conosel, in like manner made known to them the 
wishes of an old enamoured fool, requiring them, with 
» solemn &ce, to inform him in what way he could 
best accomphsh his amiable object with regard to the 
fiur captive, and yet keep on good tenns with tha 
Grand SigTior; fortbat he would sooner die a thousand 
deaths, than deliver orer the lovely girl to the arms 
of that great monopolist of beauty. 

With so much earnestness did the religious cadi 
plead the force of bis passion, that his listeners came 
exactly to an opposite conclusion to that of their 
master — to invent something very speedily to disap- 
point it, though affecting to suggest the following 
plan. It was arranged, that Mario, as coming from 
the same place, should be the person to solicit her 
&vour in the cadi's behali^(jnst as the ladies had them- 
selves contrived it), and if in this way he should not 
succeed, he could then try the less ing^ious mode of 
fiirce, far she was in his power; and this being done, 
he could give it out that she was dead, and thus 
excuse himself for not sendmg her to Constanti- 
nople. 

The cadi was transported with the wisdom of his 
slaves, and he forthwith presetted Mahomet with his 
freedom, as a mark of his regard. He promised the 
same to Mario, if he should succeed in his object, 
with wealth and honours to boot, while the datives 
on their part bade faim not be anxious as to Leoaisa, 
q2 
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for that she would Boon be his ; uti] the old cadi, to 
mske asBurance donblj snre, declared that he would 
let bis wife go for a few iaja on ». yisit to her parents, 
when his slaye Mario coDld come in and go out of 
hie house at any hour, to conrerse with, and gain 
over Leonisa to bis master's views. In this way did 
the tide of fortune seem to change with regard to 
Ricordo ; and the whole plot baring been determined 
upon, the &ir Maiima, like a true woman, was the 
first to proceed to put her port of it into execution, 
ber sex being always the moat ready and precipitata 
to indulge their testes. On the same day, the cadi 
announced, as a special &vour to his lady, that he 
had concluded on permitting- her to go and enjoy 
herself a few days in the country with her parents ; 
and not a little was his surprise when bis wife, in the 
coolest tone, declared that she had already made up 
her mind, from what he had before said on the sub- 
ject, to enbmit to bis wishes ; and she now no longer 
indulged the idea. To this her husband replied, 
that he should feel uneasy if sbe were to sacrifice 
her pleasure ; that he could not permit it ; tmd 
that so far from wishing her to stay, she would 
oblige him by taking her pleasure, and setting out 
directly." " If that be the case," eaid the gentle 
Halima, still intent on her own -news, " I will go 
cert^nly, and I will take the Christian captive along 
with me ; it will cheer her, and do her health good." 
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" \o, DO, my dear," replied the cadi ; I am respon- 
sible, as the guardian of the Grand Signer's prize, 
that she be seen by nobody, and least of all that she 
be permitted to converse with any Christian ; being 
intended, as you know, to adorn the eeraglio of our 
master, and be converted to our holy bith, in which 
she is now staying with us to receive the first 
instructions." " Very tme, my dear husband," 
replied Halima ; " bat for all that she can go vntb 
me ; she need not be, in my Other's house, exposed 
to any evil Christian communications ; for, albeit my 
parents are Gre^s, 1 see and talk to them, and am 
I a less religions Tnrk on that account ? do you find 
roe such 7" " Yes ; but you know I can confide in 
you, my dear, any where." " To be snre yon can," 
was Halima's reply, " and in my care of the Christian 
^ve ; we shall only stay four or five days ; my 
unceasing tenderness for yon, my love of home, will 
not permit me to be longer away." The cadi said 
no more, for he vres afraid of giving rise to snspi- 
dons in hie wife's breast, if he further ventured to 
press the point. 

The day of holy festival arrived ; the cadi went 
to the mosque, whence he could not return under 
fonr hours ; aud scarcely had the fiur Halima lost 
sight of him, than she sent to summon Mario to her 
presence. She was obl^«d to give the porter parti- 
cular orders before he could be permitted to pass the 
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conrt-yard; bnt this being Aone, Ricardo, in &ct, 
stood confosed and trembling in presence of hit 
fur mistress, as if he had a whole annj' of eneiaies 
to eacoonter. Leoniaa, too, was tiiere, adorned just 
as she appeared before the two padtas in the tent. 
She was seated at the foot of a gmnd marble stair- 
case, which led np into a magnificent corridor; her 
head was inclined upon her fair hand, her arm 
resting upon her knees, and her eyes directed to 
the side opposite to which Mario entered ; while 
Ricardo, nnconscioiM of her presence, stood silently 
awaiting the pletsore of his mistress. But wh«n he 
cast his eyes upon the object of all his long sorrowi 
and despair, and adoration, a thousand tumults sur- 
prised the lover's soul, and he stood like a stat&ei 
half wonder and half delight, gazing away his senses 
on the adored being, not only in sight, but so near 
him. He was a captive, and yet gloried in his lot ; 
he would not have been free and iar away at that 
moment to purchase the power of worlds ; such is 
the strange and yet more enchanting power that 
con commsind all most dear to man to be yielded up 
at the feet of the charmer whom he dies to possess. 
It is impossible to describe the passions which shook 
the soul of Ricardo, assured as he had been that the 
object he now beheld no longer hated him. Suddenly 
she looked up, and their eyes met ; bnt how different 
was the effect which the same sentiment produced 
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on eikch: Ricardo^ riretted to the spot; Leonisk, 
who had been Unght to believe him dead, struck 
with terror and astonisliment at beholding what she 
then believed to be a Tiaion of the dead. It waa 
like a strange fascination ; for with eyes BtiU fixed 
upon his, she sought to withdraw, making several 
steps back, and drawing out s small cross, which 
she kissed frequentlf , pnmonncing at the same time 
some holy words. 

RicBtdo first recovering his confidence, was aware 
of the real cause of Iieonisa's excessive terror. " It 
irks me," he said, " lovely lady, that what you 
believe is not indeed true ; and that it is a living 
mortal wb» stands before yon. If dead, I should 
not indulge the terror I now do, lest my rigorous 
&te should give the last blow, and consummate my 
doom. Be calm, lady, and if yon venture on what 
you never yet willingly did — to approach me, — yon 
will find that I am no empty shade, — but one full of 
strange adventnre, and of sorrow sufBcient to satiate 
his worst enemy." Leonisa placed her finger on 
her mouth, as if to signiiy that he should speak 
low ; and he gently approached her, and heard 
her speak : — " I believe you are Mario, and you 
ought to know that if we happen to be overheard, 
this may be the last time time we shall ever meet. . 
Halima is within hearing, — she who adores you, — 
who sends me to engage yon to love her ; which if 
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you do, it mftf be better for four fortnne than for 
your sonl. But if you refaae to listen, you muBt 
nererthelese pretend to retum ber regard, and tbia 
I intreat of you, if you wish to avoid eonje &tal 
thing from an incensed woman who bath made 
known to yon her love." " That wonid be impos- 
sible," replied Ricardo, "I cannot imagine such ti 
thing ; but your request hath undeceived me. Is 
then the will to lore or bate of so ligiit account, 
that we can direct each as we please ? Is it rig'ht or 
honourable that a man should feign in so serious a 
matter as this P It tells me that you have yourself 
not experienced one of these passions ; — bad you felt 
its power, you wonld admit it were not iritbin pos- 
sibihty for me to feign on such a subject,— except at 
the command of her I love. Sucb a command, hard 
as it is, I will obey, if so be that I may thus have 
the delight of seeing' you. In return for the sacrifice I 
thus make, having long devoted my heart and affec- 
tions to your service, all I wonld ask is, by what ' 
means you were freed irom the hands of the cmel 
corsairs, and how yon fell into those of the Jew, 
wbo sold you ?" " More at leisure, I will give yoa 
the satis&ction you wish ; it is a tale of trouble, of 
which I can now but briefly give you the ontline. 
. Know, that in the evening of the day we were sepa- 
rated, Iznf s vessel returned with a fair wind to the 
isle of Pantanalea, where also we saw your galley ; 
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but our ovrn, spite of the utmost exertions, foundered 
upon the rocks. My master, perceiring destruction 
st&rtng him in the focu, threw out on the sudden two 
vessels filled with water, oaA bonnd toother. He 
placed me between them ; and throwing off his 
clothes, he took another, to which he bound himself 
with cords, and attached to tfae other harrels ; after 
which we were committed to the mercy of the 
waves. Deprived of consciouBuesB, I did not again 
awake to life till I foand myself in the hands of two 
Turks, engaged in attempts to restore me from 
apparent death. On opening my eyes,' I beheld the 
body of Izuf near me ; he bad been dashed npon 
the rocks ; while the Turks, as they told me, saved 
me from drowning by seiiingthe cords, and drag^ng 
me to the land. 

Eight persons only escaped with life. We re- 
mained eight days in the island, during which. In the 
hope of gain, the Turks observed towards me the 
same respect as if I had beea a sister. We had 
sought refuge in a cavern, from the fear felt of being 
surprized by a party of Christians ; we fed upon the 
sea-weed and relics cast upon the coast from the &tal 
wreck, and which we gathered together at night. It 
had so tamed oat for my ill fortune, that there was 
no commander of the men, the captain having died 
only a few days before, and twenty Bailors being all 
that were left. This was known from a young boy 
Q 3 
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whom the TnrkB had captured, and who had cam* 
from a ship to collect shelU on the shore. In about 
eight days after, there touched at the same spot a 
Moorish vessel, one of those called Carmuxaleti it 
was seen by the Turks, who ran to the sea-side, and 
making- signs to the vessel, si^ified that they were 
distressed Turks, They were taken into the vess^ 
by the Moors, and in this was the rich Jew mer^ 
chant, whoowned thegresterpart ofthe ship'scargo, 
consisting of all the most costly prodactious of Bar- 
bary, chiefly destined for the Levsnt. 

The Turks made good their passage to Tripoly, 
during which they sold me to the wealthy Jew, who 
paid down for me the sum of 2000 dollars, — an 
immense price, obtained from the &voDTaUe judg- 
ment of the Jew. Leaving there the Turks, the 
vessel resomed her voyage ; when the Jew made the 
most base proposahi, which I treated in a manner 
which deterred him from farther attempts upon my 
honour. Despairing of inducing me to enter into 
his terms, he resolved, on the first favourable oppcn:- 
tunity, to rid himself of my company, and hearing 
that the two pachas were then in the island, he 
resolved to stop short of his destination to Chio, and 
sell me, perhaps at greater advantage, to one of the 
pachas. With this view, he decked me out in the 
manner yon saw, in order the better to excite notice, 
fend a desire of making purchase of unhappy me. I 
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hare been told, indeed, tlutt I have only been bought 
and entrosted to the cadi, in order to be aent to the 
Gnuid Turk, a fearful event of which I am in no 
little dread. It was here I learnt your feigned decease, 
and if you rec[nire me to speak the truth, it caused 
me deep concern; though I enried rather than 
pitied yon. Not that I love any other — not that I 
am ungT&teful, bnt that I conceived it good that yon 
had for ever done with the tragedy of life." 

" Yon Bjieak truth, noble lady," returned Ricardo, 
'■ granting that death bad not deprived me of the 
delight of seeing you again ; for the ntmoBt ambition 
of my soul is now gratified, when I can thus gaze on 
those heavenly and adored features. By some happy 
btality we have both lallen into the hands of the 
same master, and the cadi requires me to obtain 
from you the very consent for which you are here 
the advocate on the part of Halima. Yes, he hu 
deputed me to talk to you of love : conld I refoee 
such a command — not to fulfil it in the spirit he 
imagined, but to win the glorious prize of being 
near ; of hearing, seeing, and addressing you? Snch 
is the cloee of onr strange adventures — you doomed 
to ask of me what is impossible — I to engage you 
to listen to a proposal, than which I would suffer a 
thousand deaths sooner thui even imagine you conld 
accept." 

" I know not, Ricardo, how to answer youj how 
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to Bug^t an e8cap« from the labyrinth of tronbleB 
that sniToanda us. Alas t if ire feign not and become 
liypocrites, we die; it is the sole hope left us; and I 
most acquaint mj passionate mistress that 7011 are 
not wholly opposed to &Tonring her views. Heaven 
lorgive ub! But-to the cadi what will yon eay? my 
honour, my more than life, is in your hands ; and 
believe, amidst all my perils, that is stiU my own. 
But dare not breathe to me a word as to the cadi's 
hated love ; I will see you always when yon wish ; 
only promise not to plead for the cadi, or yon never 
behold me more. Dream you that what I yielded 
not when at liberty, surrounded by weslth and 
friends, captivity shall ever wrest from my maiden 
pride ? No, by heavens ; for that my forfeit life shall 
gladly be yielded agun and again. Once, Ricardt^ 
I thought yon too bold and am^nt : I am now 
undeceived — what the future may bring, perhaps, I 
know not : but we most break off; for Halima may 
overhear, and she understands the Christian tongue." 
Ricardo was vehement in his expressions of gratitttde, 
to show how truly he honoured and adored her, 
declaring that, so £ir from arrogance, there was no 
LnmiUty and gentleness and patience of which he 
was not capable to win her esteem. " Fear not," he 
exclaimed, " my serving the cadi, and amuse Halima 
in the manner you please ; for since I have now seen 
you, strange unbidden hopes spring np in my bosom, 
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and whiRper that we shall soon be free. Heayen 
guard yon, Leonisa, and farewell ; next time E will 
inform you of the strange accidents which severed 
me from your side." 

They parted — Leonisa happy in the noble bearing 
and confidence of her fellow captive, and he in a 
tumult of joy at having beard gentle words and 
sighs from lips that bad never before opened without 
asperity for him. Halima, meantime, was awaiting 
the result of her embassy to the slave Mario ; the 
cadi was performing ceremonies In the mosque, bnt 
his thoughts wandering, like his &ir consort's, in 
conjectures aa to the probable success of his fiiithful 
Mario. On her retnm, Leonisa held out hopes to 
her mistress which made the latter happy, stipulat- 
ing only that Mario should be ultimately allowed his 
freedom, and some period ere he should venture to 
return her love. To this last, however, the lady was 
unwilling to consent, stating that she would give 
immediately the sum required by the cadi for Mario's 
freedom, calling only for love and gratitude in return. 
Ricardo, however, took counsel with Mahomet before 
going to the cadi to render an account of his amiable 
mission. It was agreed that they should advise the 
cadi, without loss of time, to carry the fair captive on 
ship-board, and during her passage to Constantinople, 
he would have ample opportunities of succeeding in 
his object, either by force or fraud ; that afterwards 
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he should tbrow her, according; to custom, into the 
tea, and, h&Ting: purchased another slave, to be called 
by the name of Leoniso, he shoold prosecute his 
intention of presenting her in Leonisa's rich clothes 
to the Grand Signer. Such was the in&tuation of 
the silly old man, that, had they adrised him to adopt 
yat greater absurdities, he would hare complied. 
Little dreamed he of their true intent — to make 
themselres masters of the vessel, and dispose of his 
ferocious person, instead of the tair girl, in the manner 
■Jloded to. Another difficulty was also in the way : 
his wife, he felt persuaded, would never consent to 
his going with the &dr slave to Constantinople, 
unless she accompanied them. His ingenuity, how- 
ever, assisted by his avarice, overcame even this : be 
informed his &ithfiil friends, that, instead of buying 
another slave, he would substitute Holima in the 
place of the fair slave, and present her to the Grand 
Siguor { for that he had his own reasons for wishing 
to be rid of her, as (he emphatically added) he hate4 
her worse than death. With as much coolness as 
be bad so^ested, Mahomet and his friend proceeded 
to execute the plan ; while the cadi went to break the 
happy tidings of a voyage to Constantinople to his 
wife. He assured her that, by presenting so beautiful 
a slave to the Grand Siguor, he should most probably 
be made grand cadi either of Cairo or Constantinople 
on the spot; and that she would than have new 
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Besses, and rank &r above the Indies of common 
csdies. Halima was deligbted, and more partlcti- 
larly when she heard that Mahomet and Rtcardo 
were to be of the same party. 

Hassan Pacha, meanwhile, eagerly solicited tbe 
cadi to delirer the fair captive into his bands, at 
whatever price be chose to name, in addition to the 
sum at which Ricardo bad been valued, namely, two 
thousand crowns. AU hie soUcitatious, however, had 
been in vain, and only confirmed the cadi in his 
determination to set out for Constantinople as soon 
as possible. He accordingly fitted out a brigantine, 
which he armed in the best style, and manned with 
& picked company of Turks and Moors, and a num- 
ber of Greek Christians for their slaves. In this the 
cadi embarked most of his property, as well as his 
wife, who bad much the same object in view as he 
proposed for himself. She was ready to join heart 
and hand in the desig^n of surprising the vessel) 
throwing the old cadi overboard, and then sailing 
direct for some Christian country, there to espouse 
her beloved Ricardo, and embrace ber former &ith. 
Before they set sail, Ricardo had another oppor* 
tnnity of conferring with his Leonisa, when be 
acquainted her with the scheme they had in view. 
On her part, she told him of the intentions of the 
amiable Halima; both promised to observe mutual 
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secres^, and to await, with confidence in heaven, 
the issue of the doubtfiil enterprise. 

The day having arrived, Hassan, with his soldiers, 
accompanied the party to the sea-ehore ; lie saw the 
vessel set sail ; nor did he cease to follow her with 
his eyes so long as she continued in sight. It would 
seem as if the breath of his amorous sighs helped to 
fill the sails of the cruel ship, which tore firom him 
the last hope of possessing the object for which he 
had paid not only the price of his peace, but of 
actual gold. He was resolved not to bear it ; and 
instantly arming one of his brigantines of superior 
ibrce, with fifty chosen iiriends and comrades, whom 
he flattered with hopes of plunder, he prepared to 
follow and attack the cadi, and thus make himself 
master of Leonisa's person. He would make over 
the other prisoners and plunder to his followers, 
and then sink the brig, and thus leave not a wreck 
«r memorial of its fate behind. These hopes gave 
wings to his expedition, and cm the sixth day after 
the departure of the cadi, on the very morning which 
had been fixed upon for the execution of his ne^ 
rions design, another vessel was perceived bearing 
with all sail and oars &st towards them, which was 
supposed by Mahomet and Ricardo to be a corsair 
in fnll chase. Their vessel instantly prepared for 
battle ; hot, on a closer approach, the cadi bade them 
have no fear, for what they had supposed to be an 
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enemy was only a Torkisli brig. He ordered the 
white banner to be raised as a sign of peace, to 
arrest the riolence witli which the brig seemed to 
bear down upon them. At length, Mahomet, after 
looking out, declared that there was also in the 
distance & Cbrietian vessel ; on hearing which, the 
cadi would hare given all he possessed, not excepting 
even the fitir captive, to have been soie in his official 
station at Nicosia. The Turk, likewise, instead of 
answering the signal of peace, attacked the cadi with 
such fury, as nearly to send him at once to the 
bottom of the sea. He knew by the soldiers from 
what side the blow came ; but it was too late for a 
remedy. He was boarded, but while the pacha's 
men were engaged in plunder, a Tnrk suddenly 
cried out, " To arms ] to arms t a Christian vessel is 
at hand ;" and at the same time that of Hassan was 
attacked with equal vigour by the Christians. On 
being questioned, Hassan replied, that he was the 
viceroy of Cyprus ; hut on being further desired to 
explain why he had made booty of the cadi of 
Nicosia, his officers could only answer, that such 
were their orders, and they were resolved to enforce 
them. 

The captain of the Christiana upon this directed 
his attack upon the vessel of the cadi, and at the 
first broadside brought down more than ten Turks, 
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and theot with equal dexterity and courage, boarded 
her; and it was then that the unhappy cadi per- 
ceived that hia conqneror was no Christian, but his 
old acquaintance Ali, the bte pacha hinxself. Ena- 
saonred of Leontsai he had been on the look dut, 
prepared to give Uaasan a warm reception ; and the 
better t^ mask his design, he had hoisted Christian 
colours, and arrayed hie soldiers in Christian costume. 
The cadi now saw through the intentions of the 
treacherous lovers ; and began to bewail his misfor- 
tune in no measured terms. " Ah, what means thist 
4hou traitor Ah I how, being a Massnlman, dost thou 
thus assault me, like a Christian P And you, ye 
renegade Turks of Hassan ; what deril of mischief 
has instigated you to insult thus shamefully the cadi 
himself P What, to satisfy the brutal lust of your 
master, will you fly in the &ce of the Grand Signor 
— yonr natural master 7 Down with your arms, I 
say." The crews of the different vessels, on this, 
began to recognise one another, having all served 
under the same commander ; but Ali, shutting his 
ears to all, made a blow at the cadi's head, which, 
had it not been for his well-folded turban, would 
assuredly have cleaved it asunder. As it was, he fell 
among the benches of the vessel, calling out, cruel 
renegade ; enemy of my prophet I is there no one to 
chastise thy impious insolence ; how dar'dst thou to 
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lay hands oa thy cadi, and a minister of Mahomet ? 
These words added fuel to the strife ; the Boldiers of 
Hassan, fearing lest Ali should bear away the prize, 
fell upon his force with the utmost rage, till only 
four were left alive, and these, too, badly wounded. 
It was now that Ricardo and Mahomet, who had con- 
cealed themselves under the poop, come forth, and 
calling on two Christian relatives of HaUma, they 
united together, and seizing the weapons of the 
deceased, cried out, liberty, Llwrtyl They soob 
made themselves masters, not only of the remaining 
crew, bnt of tfae immense wealth belonging to Ali, 
the fruits of his viceroyship — while he too was 
numbered with the dead. 

By the advice of Ricardo, the whole of the effects 
were now removed from the other vessels into that 
of Ali ; a fine galliot, which was forthwith manned 
by the Christian force, who, rejoiced to regain their 
liberty, offered to bring her as &r as Trepana, or 
even to the end of the world if he thought good. 
The two friends then consulted Halima, whether she 
would take half the wealth and return to Cyprus, or 
sail with them for their own country. She preferred 
the latter ; while the cadi, now first recovering from 
the knock on his head, was disposed to go to Con- 
stantinople, and lay his complaints of the wicked 
Pacha before the Grand Signor. But when he heard 
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that the lair Halima was about to leare him for 
^ood, he WBB Teiy nearly mnniiig stark mad. How- 
ever, they fitted him out, and prepared to have him 
coDdacted to Cyprus ; but ere he went, he asked, as 
a particular &vour, that he might be allowed to bid 
&rewell to the beautiful Leonisa. His request was 
granted; and the aged cadi, after taking a most 
lugubrious and Bentiment»l adieu, intreated thtA 
she would place her &ir hands upon hie head, having 
a firm persuasion that such would he the efficacy of 
the charm, as to cure the remaining effects of Ali's 
cruel blow. 

With very different thonghts did Ricardo and his 
^thful Mahomet give their sails to the faTonring 
breeze; without touching at any place they passed 
Alexandria, and bore away till they come within 
sight of the island of Corfu. Hiey then, without 
slackening sail, passed by the ill-&med Acrocerau- 
nian rocks, and thence from a&r burst on their 
delighted riew, Pegoino, Tinacria, and Malta, — 
soon reached by the fortunate and swift-gliding 
vessel of poor Ali Pacha. In four days afterwards 
they discovered La Lampadosai and then the isle 
where they made wreck, the sight of which made 
Leonisa tremble violently, the whole &tal incident 
recurring fresh to her mind. The next brought 
tham in sight of their own long-desired and beloved 
native land. 
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Joy leaped in every heart; for it was the joy of 
freedom after Bad and hopeleae captirity, and they 
were, moreoTer, victors over their enemies, and 
enriched with honour and wealth, and abundance 
of every happiness earth can supply. Ricardo had 
commanded the vessel to be magnificently decorated 
with a number of silk' and golden flags and banners, 
with other ornaments of the gayest kind, A little 
before day they were about a league from port, when 
waving their banners and bursting into triumphal 
songs, they came gradually noarii^ the port, where, 
at the strange sight and sound, numbers of every 
rank had congr^ted to bid the &ir sea-vision wel- ' 
come to their shore. To add to the dazzling beauty 
of the scene, Ricardo iutreated of his now kind 
Leonisa to appear gemmed and adorned as costly aa 
she had appeared in the pacha's tent ; for he was 
intent upon giving a joyfiil surprise to his friends 
and parents. She obeyed, and even threw more 
charming lustre round her beauties than before, and 
as she drew nigh, murmurs and shouts of admiration 
began to fill the air, and echo to the deep. Ricardo 
stood at her side, arrayed in a rich Turkish dress ; 
and his example was followed by his friend, and all 
the Christians, who had an abundant supply from 
the fallMi Turks. 

It was a clear, serene morning when they bor« 



.■In Google 



858 CERVANTES. 

into port, just such as could be wished to welcome 
in some happy festir»L Before landing:, Ricudo 
fired Bereral salutes, in honoar of the inhabitants ; 
whldt were returned hy an eqaal number from shore. 
When, however, they plainly saw the Tnrkish ban- 
ner and costume, seized with sudden apprehension 
they ran to arms, and the entire force of the dty 
began to throng the port, all which added to the 
delight of the mariners, who speedily undeceived 
their countrymen, hj each fidling on his knees as h« 
landed and reverently kissing the earth. They theo 
ibrmed, and proceeded in procession, colours flying 
and music playing, to claim the renewal of former 
loves and friendships dear to the heart. Leonisa 
was the last to set foot on land, ber &ce still covered 
with the same rich crimson veiL She walked be- 
tween Ricardo and Mahomet, and the eyes of all 
the land followed her in wonder and admiration not 
to be described. Meanwhile the captain and governor 
of the city bad arrived, who received them as the 
principal personages of the place. On fixing his 
eyes a moment on Rjcardo, he uttered a cry, and ran 
to embrace him, while the parents of Leonisa were 
not slow in recognising their long-loet daughter. 
Com^o and his parents, too, were there ; he grew 
deadly pale when be beheld Ricardo, but the latter, 
with singular kindness and courtesy, took him by 
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the hattA. He then intreated of the goremar, before 
seeking the holy temple to offer up gratefbl prayers 
for their escape, that he would be pleased to let him 
speak briefly what he had to say. The governor 
told him, they were all prepared to hear him in 
silent, breathless attention, such was the e3:treme 
curiosity of the people. " Yon may remember, 
Senores," he began, "the misfortune which befell 
in the garden on the sea-side, — and, subsequently, the 
pains I took to redeem Leonisa from captivity,— 
pledging even the whole of my property for that 
glorious object, — an object in which the peace of 
my soul was also perilled. I cannot now describe 
the strange, unheard-of adventures which afterwards 
befell ua, — suffice it to say, that Heaven, in pity to 
our trials and eufferinga, taught us the way to redeem 
our liberty, and reach once more our native land. 
But here is the object, next to Heaven," he said, 
turning towards LeoDisa, and withdrawing the veil 
which concealed her charms, — " that deserves our 
thanks, — oar warmest gratitude ; for she inspired 
me to undertake all that has been accomplished:— 
wealth, life, honour, — all were sacrificed to my 
invincible love for her ; and all are hers. Yes, 
adversity hath made me wise; if not humble and 
gentle; and as aproof of this, come forward, Comelio, 
-and receive trom my hand the most costly and pre- 
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dons gem that can be set in a happy lover's breast. 
She is thine, — and with her all that I have is thine. 
Let me embrace you before I retire to my hermit 
life among the distant bills." He then took Leo- , 
nisa's hand, as if to place it in that of Comelio ; hut 
what was his astonishment, — his thrilling delightt 
when lie fell that cold, reluctant hand withdrawn, — 
when he heard her sigh, and with a tear trembling 
in her eye, pronounce the extatic words, — "I am 
thine, Ricardo, — only thine," as she fell into his 
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